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Manual Summary 

Introduction (page i) 

Briefly introduces the calculator, peripherals, interfaces, and other calculator accessories. 

Section 1: KEYBOARD OPERATIONS (page 1) 

Describes the HP 9815A strictly as a calculator: Simple and complex arithmetic, number 
formats, scientific functions, storage registers, etc. 

Section 2: PRINTER CONTROL (page 27) 

Lists all printer functions and describes how to print formatted alphanumeric messages. 

Section 3: PROGRAMMING (page 33) 

Shows how to enter and run programs, and describes all programming functions. 

Section 4: TAPE CARTRIDGE (page 75) 

Discusses the tape cartridge and the tape control keys. 

Section 5: SPECIAL FUNCTIONS (page 97) 

Shows how to define, run, and record your own functions using the special function keys. 

Appendix 1: INSTALLATION PROCEDURE (page 103) 

Lists initial turn-on and inspection procedures which should be done immediately after you 
receive the calculator. 

Appendix 2: SERVICE (page 107) 

Describes how to test the calculator and lists periodic maintenance procedures. 

Appendix 3: OPERATING LIMITS (page 117) 

Lists the calculating range, accuracy, and environmental limits. 
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CAUTION 

The inspection procedure for the calculator is in Appendix 1 

of this book. Please refer there: 

1) If the calculator has not been inspected, or 

2) If there is any doubt regarding the compatibility of the 

calculator power requirements to the voltage in your area. 

Otherwise, the calculator could be severely damaged. 

Keyboard Foldout. 
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Introduction 

The next few pages introduce you first to the HP 9815A Calculator and then to the many 

accessories for building a complete calculating system. The important features on the cal­

culator keyboard are shown on the facing page. 

If you have just received your calculator, or if there's any doubt concerning whether it is set 

up to operate in your area, please refer to Appendix 1 of this book. 

Your Calculator 
Arithmetic Operations 

Your calculator has four temporary storage lo­

cations (working registers) arranged like this. 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

It's called the "operational stack". Simple arithmetic is done by placing numbers in X and Y 

and pressing an arithmetic key; the result is left in X. The method is called Reverse Polish 

(Lukasiewicz) Notation (RPN) and is extremely popular for fast, efficient operation. Section 1, 

Keyboard Operations, describes how to use the stack and RPN. 

The Display and Printer 

The 16-character display shows you each number keyed in and each arithmetic result; and 

you can print the current number in the display whenever you wish. In addition, the display 

and printer are valuable programming aids. Section 2, Printer Control, lists the many printer 

functions and shows how to print messages. 

Range and Accu racy 

The calculating range is from-9.99999999999 x 1099 through 9.99999999999 x 1099 . 

Whenever a result exceeds that range the printed message "OVERFLOW" appears. (See the 

inside-back cover for a complete list of error messages.) 

All calculations are computed to 12 places, but the accuracy depends upon the operation. 

Arithmetic operations (+, -, x, and -;-) are accurate to within one count in the 12th (least 

significant) digit. 
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The Memory 

In addition to the four working registers just mentioned, the basic calculator has 10 perma­

nent data-storage registers and a 472-step program memory. A small portion of the program 

memory is assigned to data storage when the calculator is switched on. (You can easily set 

up more registers when they are needed). 

The program memory can be expanded to 2008 program steps by ordering the calculator 

with option 001. This option can also be added at a later date. 

Programming 

As explained in Section 3, your calculator is completely programmable - that is, you can 

program all of the keyboard operations, the printer control, the tape-cartridge control, plus a 

full set of program-control functions. 

Tape Cartridge 

The miniature tape cartridge used in your calculator can hold a surprising amount of prog­

rams and data. As described in Section 4, you can set up each cartridge to fit your needs, or 

you can load the calculator using the many pre-recorded programs from HP. 

Peripheral Control 

If your calculator has option 002 (two-channel I/O) it can control at least two external 

peripherals, like those shown on the following pages. Option 002 also enables the calculator 

to use any two of the special interfaces described on page v for controlling measurement 

devices or special systems. Option 002 can be installed at any time. 



Calculator Peripherals 

Each of these peripherals is available with all needed interface cables and complete operat­

ing instructions. Each peripheral also provides your calculator with a unique set of key sequ­

ences, or "call" instructions, enabling full control of the peripheral. 

HP 9862A X-V Plotter 

Histograms, pie charts, circuit diagrams, 

linear, log-log, and polar plots - these are 

some of the things you can do with the HP 

9862A Plotter and your calculator . The plotter 

can automatically scale your data, label each 

plot in words and numbers, and draw axes with 

labels and tic marks. A special feature also al­

lows you to digitize graphical data and store 

the x-y coordinate pOints in the calculator. 

I' 

- . . --- -

Output Printers 

If you need data output in tables, charts , or on 

standard forms - almost any format - your 

calculator and one of these printers will do the 

job. 

The HP 9871 A Output Printer provides up to 

15-inch wide, multiple-copy output, uses a full 

96-character font, and prints at an average 

speed of 30 characters per second. The cal­

culator can control character and line spacing, 

platten motion, tabbing and form feed. A full 

set of plotting instructions are also available. 

The HP 9866A Thermal Printer is a fast (250 

lines per minute), page-wide printer. It has a 

64-character alphanumeric font and produces 

fully-formatted text and tables with your cal­

culator. In addition , the HP 9866A can list cal­

culator programs in a convenient, four column 

format. 

iii 
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Paper Tape Readers 

Data from analytical instruments, machine 

tools, and computer terminals goes directly 

into your calculator with one of our paper tape 

readers. The HP 9863A makes it easy to read 

data in a wide variety of formats at 20 charac­

ters per second. Our HP 9883A Tape Reader, 

designed for high-speed, heavy-volume oper­

ations, optically reads tapes at up to 300 

character per second. Use the 9883A to load 

programs, too. 

H P 9884A Tape Pu nch 

HP 9864A Digitizer 

Use this peripheral to read a curve, or any ir­

regular shape, as a series of descrete points 

and then convert these to a series of digitial x-y 

coordinates. To make entries, simply trace the 

shape; then the calculator can find dimensions 

and area of the line or contained shape. With 

the proper programs, you can directly process 

graphical data, such as X-rays, blueprints, 

strip-chart recordings, or cut-and-fill profiles. 

Add high-speed tape output to your calculator 

with a tape punch. This reliable, compact unit 

punches tape at 75 characters per second. 

, 
/ 



Special Interfaces 

The following special interfaces are available for your calculator to control and exchange data 

with a wide variety of peripheral equipment. Each interface has general installation and 

operating instructions and provides the calculator with a full set of input/output control 

instructions. Typical applications are shown here: 

HP 9815A Calculator 

General I/O Interface 

HP 98134A 

HP 98135A 

Output Printer < General. 8-bit I/O > Tape Punch 
. . Tape Reader 

Instrumentation Control 

C 8-digit BCD in; '""'" Digital Voltmeter 
8-bit binary out J Electronic Counter 

< HP-IB ) Any instrument having HP-IB capa-
'-_____ bility. No special wiring is needed. 

Special Interface Applications 

,/B)1J/tft ~ 

The HP 98134A I nterface is a general-purpose card providing an 8-bit parallel, character­

serial interface. The interface transfers data in a "half-duplex" fashion; that is, it can input and 

output data, but not both at the same time. Buffer-storage for each character is provided, 

and all lines are compatible with standard TTL levels. 

The control sequences provided with the General I/O Interface include: formatted output 

and free-field data input (standard ASCII coding is used), binary input and output, binary 

logic operations, formatted program listing, and high-speed program input and output. 

BCD Interface 

The HP 98133A BCD Interface allows the calculator to take samples and input data reading 

from one of many instruments having a parallel, binary-coded-decimal (BCD) output. The 

interface can input data of up to eight BCD digits, and also 8 bits of function, sign, overload, 

and logic-sense information. Separate 8-bit binary output lines are also available for control­

ling function, range, etc. on the measurement device. 

The control sequences available with the BCD interface are formatted single-sample or split­

sample input, two high-speed (burst) sample inputs, and binary output for setting range, 

function, mode, etc. on the external device. The binary output lines could alternately be used 

to control a second device. The calculator can input data at the rate of up to 1000 samples per 

second using a high-speed input instruction. 

v 
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HP-Interface Bus 

The HP 98135A HP-IB Interface permits your calculator to be a controller or the system 

controller of up to 14 other instruments via the standard HP-IB instrumentation bus. The 

HP-IB interface is completely prewired, and can be used with any instruments having HP-IB 

compatibility. 

The HP-IB employs a 16-line bus; each instrument on the bus is connected in parallel to all 16 

lines. Eight of the lines are used to transmit data and the remaining eight are used for timing 

and control. 

Data is transmitted on the HP-IB as a series of 8-bit characters. Normally, a 7-bit ASCII code 

is used; the eighth (parity) bit is ignored by the calculator. Data is transferred by means of an 

interlocked "handshake" technique. This sequence permits asynchronous communication 

over a wide range of data rates. 

For more information on the peripheral devices or interfaces shown on these pages, contact 

the nearest HP sales and service office. 

Prerecorded Programs 

Tape cartridges containing programmed solutions to problems from many disciplines are 

available. A utility program cartridge is supplied with each calculator. For a complete list of 

prerecorded programs and for pricing information, contact any HP sales office (addresses are 

provided in Appendix 2). 

Keyboard Magazine 

Keyboard is a periodical magazine containing general information about HP calculators and 

related equipment. It includes articles and programs written by calculator users, descriptions 

of the latest equipment and prerecorded programs, programming tips, and many other items 

of general interest to calculator users. 

To receive your free subscription to Keyboard, merely complete the order form supplied with 

the calculator. 
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For a problem having two numbers and one 

arithmetic operation, key in the first number 

and save it in Y by pressing( ENTER t ); then key 

in the second number and follow it with the 

operator key (+, -, x, or -:-). The result is left in 

X. 

For example, to add 12 and 3: 

Press Result 

..1 I [ ..... 
~~~@gj E? 
~~r;pElm ~ 
Q~~C;Pr;p, e 
QIi.;lIi.;l9,C;P ~ 
~9.;!~gJQ;,l @ 

I I 
---

@88 B8 D~ (i)(i)(i) 88 $cp 
(i)(i)(i) 08 $$ 
000 0@ $0 
CDQ c:;J ~~ 

12( ENTERt )38 ( IC nn I_I. LlU 

The calculator does simple arithmetic for you like this: 

• It adds the last number keyeCtin Jo the last number saved. (Y + X ~ X) 
---

• It subtracts the last number keyed in from the last number saved. (Y - X ~ X) 

• It multiplies the last number keyed in by the last number saved. (Y * X ~X) 

• It divides the last number saved by the last number keyed in. (Y/X ~ X) 

Serial Arithmetic 

Keyboard 5 

f-=---

~ 

11 

.;::[j 

) 

A serial calculation is a series of arithmetic operations linked together into one problem. For 

example: 

(((3 x 5) - 3) -:- 6) + 7 = 9 

This problem is easily solved by keying in the numbers and operations from left to right: 

3 ( ENTERt )58 ( IC n,-, ) I _I 'UU 

30 ( IJ nn IL . uu ) 
68 ( -, nn 

c·uu ) 
78 ( n nn 

J·uu ) 

As shown, only the first number must be saved by pressing ( ENTER t ). Then each number 

keyed in after an operator key is automatically ENTERED (saved) for you. 
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Last X 

The last number keyed in before an operator key is pressed is automatically stored for you in 

a location called "Last X". You can recall and use that number by simply pressing 

• C lNTER. ). 

LAST X 

Recalling Last X also performs an automatic ENTER, just like keying in a number after an 

arithmetic key. Last X is not cleared by 8 or 8 . 
As a simple problem using Last X, multiply each of these numbers by .05: 

12 82 45 

12 C lNTER. ) .05 8 ( 

82. C lNm. )8 ( 
LAST x 

45 • CENTER. ) 8 ( 
LAST X 

The Operational Stack 

• The four working registers look like this. 
X is always displayed and can be printed. 

• To clear the stack, press 8. To clear only X, press B· 

• Keyed-in numbers go into X. To duplicate X into Y, press 

(3.ThiS also moves the Y-value to Z and the Z-value to T 

(the T -value is lost). 

• Pressing an arithmetic key places the result in X and drops the 

other values down. The former X-value goes to LAST X. 

II ,- II 
u·C!u 

U III 
I. IU 

1 ,,­
C·C~ 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

~ (lost) 
t.../ ~T 
z :::/:: Z 
Y- r Y 
x..L....-X 

t~T 
z~'-......Z 

Y~~'-......Y 
X X 

LAST X 

• An automatic ENTER occurs when a number is keyed in following any operator key except 

8,B,or(3. STACK 

• To list the numbers in the stack, press. 8. 
• To move the numbers around in the stack: 

~ (lost) 
t.../ ~T 
z:::/::z 
Y-r Y 
x..L....-X 

) 

) 
) 



The operations described thus far have used 

only the bottom half of the stack (X and 

Y): you simply put the numbers into place, 

press the required function key, and the result 

is left in X. Now let's look at the complete stack 

and its control keys. 

The four working registers are arranged in a 

"stack", with the X (displayed) register at the 

bottom: 

You've already seen that each number keyed 

in goes into X. When you press ( ENTER. ) the 

number is duplicated in Y. As shown here, 

pressing ( ENTER. ) also moves the number from 

Y to Z and moves the number from Z to T (the 

number in T is lost). 

When an arithmetic key is pressed the result is 

placed in X and the remaining numbers in the 

stack drop down. The number formerly in X 

goes to LAST X. 

I 

..1 J_ [ 

~~~~~ e 
t;"I~C;PEl~ ~ 
g~Q;;Ic;pc;P. e 
i:pli.? Ii.? 9,9 C:;l 
~g~g)Q;,J § 

@88 
000 
000 
800 
c:o:::J Q 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

I I 

r:::-
8 8 Dcp 
8 G $C:P 
0 G $$ 
8@ $0 

~ ~~ _. 

~ (lost) 
t../ ~T 
z:/:z 
Y-r Y 
xL-X 

t~T 
z~z 
Y~Y x X 

LAST X 

For example, follow the stack contents as we solve: 15/(7 - 4) = ? 

Press 

8 

15 (ENTER. ) 

Stack contents at each step 

T 0 
Z 0 
Y 0 
x 0 

TOO 
ZOO 
Y 0 15 
X 15 15 

Keyboard 7 

r-=-1-'... 

~~ 

.~lj 
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7(ENTER+) 
TOO 
Z 0 15 
Y 15 7 
X 7 7 

TOO 
Z 15 0 
Y 7 15 
X 4 3 

T 
Z 
Y 
x 

o 
o 
o 
5 

Notice that we entered numbers just as they appear in this problem. 

Automatic Enter 

As explained earlier, an automatic ENTER is done on each number keyed in directly after an 

arithmetic key. This always occurs except when the number follows 8 ,8, orC ENTER + )-

Also, any operation which places a number in X (e.g., _ 0 or _ CENTER + ) causes an 
7T LAST X 

automatic ENTER. This feature allows you to easily work serial, chain, and mixed-chain calcu­

lations. For example, notice how the automatic ENTER is used in the following problems. 

Solve: ((4 x 5)/(2 + 3» - 6 = ? 

4(ENTER+) 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 4 

T 
Z 
Y 4 
X 5 

4 
4 

20 



2 CENTER + ) 

38 

8 

60 

Now solve: (12 x 5) + (11 x 4) + (10 x 3) =? 

12 ( ENTER+ ) 5 8 

Here are the other stack control keys: 

@ExChangeS the number in X and Y, without 

affecting Z or T. 

G Rolls each number in the stack down to the 

next register. 

G Rolls each number in the stack up to the 

next register. 

STACK • 8 Lists the contents of the stack. 

( 

( 

( 

(T) 

(Z) 

(Y) 

(X) 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

T 
t 
Y 
X 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

T 
Z 
Y 
X 

20 
20 2 
2 2 
i auto ENTER 

20 
2 20 
3 5 

4 

4 
6 -2 

i auto ENTER 

,-n nn 
OU·UU 

Inu nn 
IU I· UU 

I~U nn 
I_I I· UU 

y---v--Y 
X~X 

t£T z Z 
Y Y 
X X 

t~T z Z 
Y Y 
X X 

0. (nj 
1 ~~i4 • ~~Hj 
H~1.0~3 

:;: • ~j ~:1 

Keyboard 9 

) 

) 

) 
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Number Formats 

• FIX 
When the calculator is switched on, the FIX format is automatically set, with a two-digit 

fIX 

fraction shown. To set another FIX format, press. @ ( n) ; n can be any number-entry 

key and specifies the number of decimal places. When a number is too large for the 

currently-set FIX format, the SCI format is used. 

• SCI 
Numbers expressed in standard scientific notation appear as a base number multiplied by a 

SCI 

power of 10 (exponent). To set a SCI format, press • 8 ( n) ; n specifies the number 

of decimal places shown. 

• SCI3 

When a SCI 3 format is set, each number appears in scientific notation, but with an exponent 
SCI3 

which is a multiple of three (e.g., 3, 6, 9, .. ,). To set a SCI3 format, press .8 (n) . 

• Regardless of the format in use, the least-significant digit of each number shown is always 

rounded. This does not affect internal calculations, but only displayed and printed numbers. 

Printed and displayed numbers normally ap­

pear in a fixed decimal-point format called 

"FIX 2". This means that each number is 

rounded to the nearest hundredth before it's 

displayed or printed. The number format does 

not affect calculating accuracy, but only dis­

played and printed numbers. 

..1 1_, f--=-
11---I 1 --

~~~~i;j 8 1@881 88 Dcp 
~ l")'l~!;pCi"l~ e 000 88 $~ 

Q~Q;;lC;Pr;p e 000 08 $$ 
CPr;P,r;P,gc;p t;J 000 8@ $0 

'EEj 
Q;!Qt;;;;Jr;;;;)\,l;.l @ ~ Q ( :;;. ) f;)ii~ 

Fixed Format 
FIX 

To set another fixed format, press _ @ and any numeric key (0 through 9); the number 

key indicates how many decimal places to display. For example to see 12.34567 in various 

fixed formats: 

12.34567 ( le' . -" ,,-,--, 
~ I~IO I ) 

FIX 

( II ) -@C 0 ) FIX 0 Ie 

fIX ( I~ ~uel ) _@4 FIX4 IL _I I _I I 

FIX 

_@6 FIX 6 ( I~ ~ULL III ) 'L . _I I_IU IU 
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When a keyed-in number or result is too large for the currently-set format, a scientific format is 

automatically used. 

(1.234567 X 10') I "/1,- ,- 1111111 
',C~I~O IUUU 

III 
UI 

exponent 

But when a number is too small to be shown in the display, the format does not change. (Of 

course, the number is still there!) 

.00025 CENTER + ) ( II I-'II ) U'UU 

( II 111111 1/- ) U ·UUUC~ 

Scientific Formats 

Scientific notation is a shorthand way of expressing very large and very small numbers. It 

uses a base number which is multiplied by a power of 10. For example 5,000,000 (five million) 

could be written more easily as 5 x 106 , and .00025 as 2.5 x 10 - 4. 

Two different scientific formats are available: "standard scientific" (SCI) and "scientific 
SCI 

three" (SCI 3). The standard scientific format is set by pressing _ 8 and a number key 

from 0 to 9. The number key indicates how many decimal places are shown. The SCI 3 format 
SCI 3 

is set by pressing _ 8 and a number key. When SCI 3 is set, each number has an 

exponent which is a multiple of three (e.g., 3, 6, 9, ... ). Here are some examples: 

SCI 

( ) 500000_ 80 (SCI) 
,- 1111 111-
~ ·uu U~ 

SCI 3 

( ) -80 (SCI 3) 
CIIII 1111 III 
_IUU • UU U~ 

SCI ( ) .000015_ 8 0 (SCI) 
I CIIIIIIIIII ,-,,-
I _'UL'UUL' -U ~ 

SCI 3 

-80 (SCI 3) 
IL 
I_I 

111111111111 111-
·UUUUUU -LIO 

Remember that the number format affects only displayed and printed numbers - all internal 

calculations are performed to 12 places, and up to 10 most-significant digits are shown.1 

If you wish to actually round the number in X, use the ROUND function explained later. 

'For more information see "Guard Digits" in Appendix 3. 
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Number Storage 

• 20 storage registers, named A through J and 000 through 009, are available when the 

calculator is switched on. More (or less) numbered registers can be assigned when needed. 

• To store the number from X into a register, press 8 C~~i~~r) . 

8 (register) • To recall the number from a register to X, press RECAll name • 

Each number recalled is automatically ENTERED, except after ( ENTER + 

• To clear registers A through J, press 8 8 . 
• To do an arithmetic operation directly between X and a regis-

ter, use this sequence. 

The result is placed in the storage register and X is left un­

changed. 

• To store or recall numbers indirectly: 

8 { ~ } ( register) 
name 

Store X into register indicated by number in specified register: 8 8 (r~~i~t:r) 

Recall contents of register indicated by number in specified regis- 8 8 C~~i~t:r) 
ter: 

• To do indirect operations between X and a storage register, 

use this sequence. 

The operation is performed on the register indicated by the 

number in the specified register. The result is placed in the 

storage register and X is left unchanged. 

• To delete register 000 through 009 and add 80 step~ of prog­

ram memory, press. 

• To assign more numbered storage registers, place the total 

number of register needed into X and press. 

- register 

{ 
+ } 8 ~ 8 ( name) 

8-8 
-8 

The HP 9815A provides you with 20 storage 

registers for holding constants or intermediate 11!!.....:;~l~;;;;;;;;:::;;;;;;;;:::;;;;:~I ..... ~[;;;;;::::;;;;;;;;;;:::;;;;;;:;:;;;;;;;;;:::;;;;;;;;:::::..U~;;::;;:::;:;;;;;;;;;j-,.:I~ ... 1 

results. Each register can hold one number 

and is accessed by using the 8 and 8 
keys, in conjunction with a key indicating the 

register name: "A" through "J" and "000" 

through "009". As explained later, more (or 

less) data registers can easily be assigned 

when they are needed. 

88 
88 
08 
80 
C';;;J 

Dcp ;:'" ,. _ ~R 

~cp _u 
$$ 
$0.:::Ej -- ... = 
~~ 
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Clearing Data Registers 

All data registers are cleared (zeroed) when the calculator is switched on. To clear registers 

A through J, without affecting anything else, press 8 8 . To clear numbered registers, 

either store a in each register or use the routine suggested on page 18. 

Storage and Recall Examples 

First clear all storage registers by switching the calculator off and back on. Then store the 

constant 4.75 in A: 

4. 75 80 ( 
Now use the constant in this problem: 

8.5 x 4.75 = ? 

( un ~IO 
IU • _IU 

) 

) 
The example shows that the current number in X is automatically ENTERED (saved in Y) when 

a number is recalled. 

When specifying numbered storage registers, key in the significant digits of the register 

name, followed by either a non-numeric key or 0 . Or, you can key in the entire three-digit 

name. Here are more examples. 

NOTE 

The error message "ILLEGAL ADDRESS" appears when a 

register number which is not assigned is specified. 

First, store another constant (3.66) in register 009: 

3.6680·0 ( ) 
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Now use both stored constants (4.75 ~ A and 3.66 ~ register 9) to solve: 

8 x 3.66 
4.75 

=? 

NOTE 

( 

( 

If the 8 or 8 key is followed directly by an operator 

key, the calculator will automatically use register 000. To 

cancel a STORE or RECALL operation which hasn't been 

completed, press B~W:P . 

Register Arithmetic 

,- ,,-
00 10 

) 

) 

Arithmetic operations can be done directly between the number in X and a storage register. 

The result is placed in the storage register while the number in X is left unchanged. Here is 

the general key sequence: 

For example, first store 8 in register C: 

and then increment it by 2: 

( 

C register) 
name 

o 1/1/ u·uu ) 

( 
-, 1/1/ ) 
CoUU 

( 
II/ 1/1/ J 

(confirms that C equals 10) ___________ '_L_' _o_L_'_L_' __ ..... 



Now, subtract 4 from C: 

( " II II I·UU 
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) 

( 
,- II II ) 

(confirms that C now equals 6) ..... __________ C_I __ L_I_L_I __ --' 

Indirect Storage and Recall 

You can do store and recall operations indirectly by specifying a register name which con­

tains the number of the actual register to be used. These operations are performed just like 

direct store and recall, except that 8 is pressed before the intermediate register is 

specified. Here are the general key sequences: 

88 
88 

(
register) 
name 

(
register) 
name 

For example, first store 3 in register B: 

388 
Now indirectly store 25 in register 003: 

25 888 

Stores X into the register indicated by the number 
in the specified register. 

Recalls the contents of the register indicated by 
the number in the specified register. 

( I 1111 
~·UU 

( ,,- 1111 
c~ ·uu 

Now clear X and verify the contents of register 003: 

8 ( II 1111 
U • ULI 

888 ( 25 ,-, II 
(contents of register 003) ·UU 

NOTE 

The absolute integer value in the intermediate register is 

used as the indirect register number; so the sign and any 

fractional part of the value are ignored. 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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Indirect Register Arithmetic 

The register arithmetic and indirect storage operations just described can be combined. 

Here is the general key sequence: 

8 { 
~ } 8ECALL C register) 

STORE name 
X 

In each case, the arithmetic operation is performed on X and the contents of the register 

indicated by the number in the register named. The result is placed in the storage register 

and X is left unchanged. 

For example, to add 2 to the register indicated by the number in register E: 

( 
And to subtract 6 from the register indicated by the number in register 003: 

680800 ( 

:J nn 
L • LILt 

,- nn 
O·LILI 

) 

) 
As with the indirect storage operations, you'll probably find indirect register arithmetic most 

often used in programs, to increment either data values or event counters. 

Additional Data Storage 

When you require more than the 10 numbered storage registers available when the calculator 

is switched on, you can easily assign up to 58 numbered registers. 1 This is done by assigning 

more of the program memory as data storage. 

When the calculator is switched on, it automat­

ically assigns 80 program steps for data stor­

age and indentifies the area as registers 000 

through 009. Here is a simplified sketch of that 

memory. 

Step 0000 

Step 0391 

Reg 009 

Reg 000 

'Up to 250 numbered registers (000 through 249) can be assigned when option 001 is installed. 

program 
storage 

} 
data 

storage 



If you need, say, 25 more numbered registers 

(i.e., 35 in all), they can be assigned by press­

ing: 

35_8 
Here's the new memory configuration. 

Notice that the program memory lost 8 steps 

for each data register assigned. 

Additional storage registers remain assigned 

until you either change the assignment or 

switch the calculator off. For example, if most 

of those additional registers were no longer 

needed and you wished to load a program re­

quiring most of the memory, you could change 

the assignment to, say, 5 numbered registers 

(you still have registers A through J) by press­

ing: 

Notice that registers 005 through 034 are de­

leted and the memory gains 240 steps, but the 

contents of registers 000 through 004 remain 

unchanged. 

Step 0000 

Step0191 

Reg 034 

Reg. 000 

Step 0000 

Step 0431 

Reg. 004 

Reg.OOb 

Keyboard 17 

program 
storage 

data 
storage 

If there is not enough program memory available to accept any given register assignment, 

the printer will indicate "MEMORY OVERFLOW" and the assignment will be ignored. 
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Clearing Numbered Registers 

The last example hints at an easy way to clear a block of numbered storage registers: first 

delete the block of registers to be cleared; then reassign them. 

For example, assume that 25 registers are assigned and you wish to clear registers 010 

through 024. Press this sequence: 

10 .8 (Assign registers 000 through 009) 

25 • 8 (Assign registers 000 through 024) 

Now registers 010 through 024 are clear, while the data in registers 000 through 009 remain 

unchanged! 

Scientific Functions 

In addition to four-function arithmetic, there 

are 24 scientific functions on the keyboard. All 

of these functions are grouped into one key­

block, as shown on the right. Most functions 

operate on the current number in the 

X register. 

~ I 

~~~~~ 
f"!'I~~l""l~ 

Q~~C;Pcp' 

[PlP,lP,gc;p 
gJg;)t;.;;;J\:RQ;,J 

I 

E;3 088 
E;) 000 
E;3 000 
G;J 000 
® COJ Q 

I I ~ I ~ 

88 ---=-Dcp 
~tl 88 $GiJ 

88 $$ 
8@ $0 :§D 
~ 88 

...:.......:... 

Each scientific function key has primary, secondary, and inverse functions. To perform the 

primary function, merely press the appropriate key. To do the secondary function, prefix the 
l<S; 

appropriate key with. (e.g., press. 8 to find the reciprocal of X). To use the inverse 

function, prefix the key with 0 (e.g., pressing 0 8 takes the arc cosine of X). 

Angular Units 

Operations involving angles, such as trig functions and angular conversions, can be done by 

expressing the angles in any of three units: decimal degrees, radians, or metric grads (360 

degrees = 21T radians = 400 grads). Degrees is automatically set when the calculator is 

switched on. 
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Here's how to specify the desired units: 

• CD to specify radians. 

• CD to specify grads. 

• 8 to specify degrees. 

Trigonometric Functions 

The trig functions are summarized in the next table. You are invited to familiarize yourself with 

the functions by working the example problems which follow. 

Function1 Keys Result 

Sine 0 Sine X -+ X 

Arc sine 00 Arc sine X -+ X (principal value) 

Cosine 8 Cosine X-+ X 

Arc cosine 08 Arc cosine X -+ X (principal value) 

Tangent 8 Tangent X -+ X 

Arc tangent 08 Arc tangent X -+ X (principal value) 

'Be sure to set the desired units before working any trig problems. 

Find the sine of 30° . 

After switching the calculator on, press: 

300 ( n en ) u· _IU 

Now find the arc cosine of -1, in radians: 

• CD (set radians units) ( I IU ) 
1@08 

~ I I 

Find the area of this right triangle. 

Since: Area = 
ab 

b= 
a 

a=5 -2- and tan (1 

We can use the formula: A= a2 

2 tan (1 

a2 ( -,e II ,-, ) e~ • LIU .8 (set degrees units) 

5 ( ENTEU ) 8 2 tan (I ( I . LID ) 
35 8 2 8 
8 Area ( II De ) I I· U_I 
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Logs and Exponential Functions 

Function Keys 

Natural Log (log e) 0 
Natural Antilog (e x) 00 
Common Log (loglO) 8 
Common Antilog (10 X) 08 
Exponential (Y X) 

yx 

_G 
*The number in Y is lost after the operation. 

Display the constant e to nine places. 

( 
Now find "'V32 using natural logs: 

320(0.m+) ( 

( 

Results 

InX~X 

eX~X 

10gX~ X 

lOX~X 

Y x~ X. 

I I 10 ~o 10,'-' 
e· I IULLI Iueo 

,-, eo~ lUI 10 
U . U _I _I I I I IU 

~ """"""""" L ·uuuuuuuuu 

If you invest $1000 at a 10% interest rate per period, how much would you have after six 

periods? Using the Y X function, evaluate the following: 

principal x (1 + interest rate) Periods = 1000 x (1.10)6 = ? 

FIX 

-80 
1*10(0.TO.+) 

(1.108) ( I II 
I • I I 

1000 8 ( I I I ,-, 
(principal & interest) I ~ I I • ~o 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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More Functions of X 

As with the trig and log functions, each of these functions places the result in the 

X register. 

Function Keys Result 

IY 

Square root _8 YX-+X 
'h 

Reciprocal _8 1/X -+ X 
INT 

Integer _B Integer X -+ X 
RND 

Round _0 Y rounded to X places -+ X· 

Pi -0 3.14159265360 -+ X 
" 

"The original numbers in X & Yare lost after this operation. 

What size square has the same area as a circle whose radius is 3? (Hint: the square root 

of a circle's area gives the side of a square having an equivalent area.) 

(2) E3 A=~r2 
A= S2 

3C E• TElI • )8 r2 ( ,-, ,-,,-, 
~·uu 

-08 lI'r2 

" 
( ~o ~-, 

L U • L 1 

IY ( 1- -, -, 

_8 s ~·~c 

Calculate and display the result to four places. 

FIX 

_@4 
'h ( 1 I -, ,-, ,-, ,-, 

5_8 '/. u·cuuu 

'h ( ,-, ~ u ::1'-' 7_88 '/, u • _I IL ~ 

'h ( -, ,-, 11- -, 

_8 c·~ 10 1 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 



22 Keyboard 

Round 5840 to the nearest 100 (102 ). 

5840 C ENTE'. ) 2 • C~) 

Now round the answer to 104 • 

,- nnn nnnn 
:J ;,0 U U • U '_I U U 

In nnn nnnn 
IU ;UUU • UUUU 

To round a fractional value, enter a negative number into X. For instance, round 5.5555 

to the nearest thousandth (10- 3). 

5.5555 C ENTE •• ) 
( 

( 
Now find the integer portion of the result. 

( 
The INTEGER function can also be used with negative numbers. 

( 

Conversions 

C C CI-'-
_I . :J:J:J:J 

C =, ,-,-,-n 
:J:JOU 

C nnnn 
:J • UULIU 

C nnnn 
-:J·UUUU 

J 

) 

) 

) 

Keyboard functions are available to convert rectangular (x,Y) coordinates to their equivalent 

polar form (r = magnitude, (J = angle). Another conversion function allows you to convert 

decimal angles to degrees, minutes and seconds. Each function is listed on the next page. 
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Function Input Values Keys Results 

Polar -+ Rectangular r-+ X B x coordinate-+ X 
() -+ yl Y coordinate -+ Y 

Rectangular -+ Polar x coordinate -+ X 0B r -+X (magnitude) 

y coordinate -+ Y () -+ Y (angle)l 
"'D.MS 

Decimal Angle -+ D.MS3 Decimal ()2 -+ X _B D.MS3-+ X 
D.MS. 

DMS -+ Decimal Angle D.MS3 -+ X _ [ACe+] Decimal () -+ Xl 

1 Angles are entered or returned in currently-set units. 
'Angle is entered in currently-set units; the result is in degrees. 
"The format is DDDDD.MMSS, where D = degrees, M = minutes and S = seconds. An error message results for decimal ahgles 
above 99999.99999 decimal degrees (or equivelent in radians or grads) or 99999.59599 in D.MS format. 

Convert the rectangular coordinates 4, 3 (x,y) 

to polar form, with the angle expressed in 

degrees. 

_ 8 (set degrees) 

FIX 

_ @ CD (set FIX 2 format) 

r (magnitude) 

6 (angle) 

Convert the polar coordinates r = 8, () = 120
0 

to rectangular form. 

120 ( ENTER. )8B x coordinate 

@ y coordinate 

6 = tan . 1 (y/x) 
Y 

r = x/cos 6 

4,3 

2 

x 
0 2 3 4 

( ,- 1111 ) ~ ·LILI 

( ,,-
~O 

01 
• LI I ) 

Y 
X,Y 

x = r cos 6 

y = r sin 6 

-x -E-------........ -....L.----~ X 

( 

( 

_LI 1111 ) 
I· LILI . 

,- II I ) o :J:J 
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Convert 1r/7 radians to degrees, minutes and seconds form. 

_ CD (set radians) 

-0 7 8 ( II uc u· , -' 
rr 

+D.MS ( _8 250 42' 51" ~c U II- , 
L _, • ,c ~ , 

Notice that the "FIX 4" format is automatically set to display the D.MS form. 

Now add these two angles: 15° 10' 47" and 7° 49' 33". They must first be converted to 

decimal degrees before adding, and then converting back to D.MS form. 

_ CD (set degrees) 

D.MS" ( 15.1047 _ [ACC+] ,c : 79 7 '-' . 
D.MS+ ( 7.4933 _ [AC~] I Ct~cCt 

, • UL _IU 

8 (decimal degrees) ( I -, lIll'-'-
c~·uu~Ct 

.. D.MS ( _, _, 1111 ~II _8 (230 00' 20") L_'·UULU 

Complex Arithmetic 

The [ACC+] key allows you to work complex arithmetic using two variables. The [~] key 

operates using (simultaneously) register sets X & I and Y & J. Here are the functions: 

Function Keys Results 

Accumulate + (ACe. ) I+X-I 

J+Y-J 

Accumulate - 0(~) I-X-I 

J-Y-J 

Recall Total 8[~] I-X (Totals are 
automatically 

J-Y ENTERED) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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Solve this example problem: 

(2x + 3y) + (4x + 5y) - (3x -6y) 

PRINTER 

Set Of'Q 
':tj 

C L. F.: A -t .J 
F I ::.~: '-:0 

~- .-, 00 .;; a 

Er·HEF.:l 8 8 (registers I & J must be initially cleared) 
,..., 
c. 00 

ACC+ 
5a 00 

Et·HEF.:l 
4. 00 

3 CENTER + ) 2 [ace>] (store first term) 

ACC+ 
~6. 00 

5 ( ENTER + ) 4 (ace>] (add second term) 

EHTE~:l 
'-:0 €10 • ..J • 

6 @ ( ENTER + ) 3 0 (ace>] (add third term) 

ACC-
R ACC+ 
F'fn r·n 

':' €H) ,_, . @8 (x) 
1 ... 1'::" '.,.' 
("J'a:'"! 

PPHn 
(y) 14. t10 

Statistical Functions 

Two important stat functions are available on the keyboard. They use storage registers C, 

D, and E; so be sure to clear the registers before doing a stat operation. 

Function Keys Results 

Summation 0 X+C~C 

X2 + D~ D 

number of entries ~E 

Delete Entry 00 C - X~C 
D - X2~ D 

number of entries -1 ~ E 
:t.a 

Basic Stat .0 mean (x)~ X 

std. deviation (0' ) ~ y 
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Find the average (mean) of these 10 numbers: CLRA"*.J 
62 84 47 58 68 60 62 59 71 73 

SUN+ 

Set 
PRINTER 

OF'S ALL 

NOR. 

88 
620840 

470580 

680600 

620590 

710730 

8@8 

mean (x) 

standard 
deviation (u) 

47.00 

SUi'1+ 

62.00 

59.00 
SUi'1+ 

!:; IJt'l + 
t;1 t~ :3.: ::: D 
PfUHT 

64.4£1 

PF~IHT 

Since we have not cleared the storage registers yet, we can add more data items, say 49 

and 73, and find the new mean. 

4907,0 

( co ::,~ ) 
(new mean) '-________ -_' L_'_'_-'_-_' __ -' 

That new mean seems too low; let's check the total number of entries. 

[ , -' ,-, ,-, ) (n is correct) ..... __________ ' ___ ---' _ 'L ,_'LI . 

Oops! That last entry should have been 73, not 7. Now delete the wrong entry, add the 

correct one, and compute basic stat again. 

730 

[ '-',-,') (correct mean) ..... ________ C_' __ ,_,_'_:J_::_' __ .J 
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2 
Printer Control 

The preceding section showed you how the built-in printer complements the display, allowing 

you to record the current number in X by pressing 8 . Here's a brief review of all the printer 

functions already described: 

Printer Functions 

Function Keys Result For more 

details see: 

Print X 8 Print number in X. 

fOX 

_@(n) Numbers appear in FIXED (n) decimal point 

format. 
SCI 

Set printer (and _8(n) Standard scientific format is set. page 10 

display) format 
SCI 3 

_8(n) Special scientific format is set. 
STACK 

Print stack -8 Print contents of the stack. page 9 

PRINTER 

~fB Print all ALL Print each keyboard operation. page 119 .... 
Error messages -- Automatic printout of keyboard errors and (inside back 

status conditions. cover) 

In addition to all of those functions, the printer gives you alphanumeric capability and valu­

able programming aids. Each of the programing functions is described further in Section 3. 

Additional Printer Functions 

Function Operation Result 

Print alphanumeric labels and CAll· CALL' C alpha J CALL· Alpha message printed. 
ALPHA-' ALPHA-- keys ALP ... ' 

messages 

Print a number within the alpha 8 Number in X included 

message 
PRINTER 

in alpha message. 

Program entry ~fb1 ALL List program steps as .... 
they are keyed in. 

List program 8 List program memory. 
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Manual Paper Advance 

Use the thumb wheel next to the printer to manually advance the printer paper. Paper 

advance is also controlled when printing alpha, as explained next, and by a programmable 

instruction called SPACE. 

Printer Paper 

Three rolls of thermal printing paper are supplied with each calculator. The message "OUT 

OF PAPER" appears just before the printer runs out of paper. To load another roll just remove 

the old paper core and then follow the diagram under the calculator top-cover. A complete 

procedure is in Appendix 2. 

Printing Alpha 

The it~~A:' Key 

The Alpha mode is accessed by using the [~l key. This key is also used to access control of 

external devices, such as a plotter. As shown on the key, pressing [it~.:l once "calls" an 

external device, while pressing the key twice sets the Alpha mode. 

After (~J [it~~.:J has been pressed, the word "ALPHA" in the display indicates that the mode is 

set (the numbers in the stack are not altered). Now press the required keys to form the alpha 

message; the available alpha characters and their corresponding keys are shown below. 

After the last alpha character is keyed in, terminate the mode and print the message by 

pressing [~J again. If your message is longer than 15 characters, the line will be printed 

automatically as the 16th character is keyed in. 

CD [}O CEJ CTI CALL· G 0 G 8 0 8 • rn PRINTER '-' ALPHA·· '" ~' 

SHIFT 
OFF 0 

0 G G 
All 

CD []] Q[) 8 RESET 0 CD 8 CD CD NORM BKSTEP ,", '-' .. 

® [[J CD 
(:1 

® CD 8 CD 0 CD 8 0 CD ..... rn 
CO m OD CD CD 0 CD 0 0 8 8 0 GJ "- '-' RU'[j AUTO 

START 

cg OD OD rn 8 ( ) 0 ( NEWLINE ) CIJ 
PRGM 

OD 0 CIJ ", 

'" 

Alpha Mode Keyboard 



For example, to print the alphabet: 

Press 

• • • 
888 (CALL"":) 

STORE RECALL END ~ 

X Y Z 

( 
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III 111'11 ) IIL'- 1111 

ABCDEFGH I .JKLI'iNOP 
G! F.~ S T !J \11 ~IJ ::-:: Il Z 

Notice that the first line was printed automatically as the 16th character (P) was keyed in. 

Alpha Control Keys 

These contol keys are available when the Alpha mode is set: 

C NEWLINE) prints all preceding characters and advances the paper one line. Successive NEW 

LINE instructions advance the paper, one line at a time. 

8 Inserts a blank character space in the message. 

NOTE 

[STEP) and B~WETp are not alpha control keys. Pressing either 

key inserts a blank character space in a keyboard alpha 

message . 

• Shifts the keys 0 through 0 to their alternate European characters. To reset the 

primary characters, press. again. The other alpha keys are not affected by the. key. 

8 Prints the current number in X within the alpha message. The number appears right­

justified on the line (unless alpha characters follow the number) and in the current number 

format. 

For example, suppose you wish to label and print these three numbers as they appear in the 

stack: 

z 
y 

X 

12.00 

123.45 

1,234.56 

(N) 

(S) 

(Total) 
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Press 

G G (place "N" in X) 

CALL· (~) ~ r::::J 8 ALPHA" ALPHA-' ~ ~ PRINT 

G (place "s" in X) 

(.ft.'J.:J .ftp~LA:' (L~T) ( T=N) 8 
G (replace "total" in X) 

CALL • 
ALPHA·· 

CALL· 
ALPHA" 

rtiln CALL· ~,.----;;] ~ ~ ~ 
~ ALPHA" ~~~~ ~ 

T T 

r;;;;;.) r::::J r;;;;;.) r.-;;J 8 CALL • 
~ ~ ~ ~ PRINT ALPHA--

Notice that each number appears right-justified on the line, and that the Alpha mode must be 

terminated before the numbers in the stack can be moved. 

The number will always appear on the same 

line as the message provided that there is 

space for it. When the space is too small, how­

ever, the entire number is printed on the next 

line. Here is how the last line of the previous 

example would appear using a larger number. 
TOTAL ::: $ 

12:345.67 

Alpha characters can also appear on both sides of the printed number, as shown in the next 

example. In this case, notice that both the number and the characters following it appear 

right-justified on the same line. 

To print "LENGTH = 2.54CM,", 

r;;;;;.) r::::J 8 ,--;:---, ~ CALL • 
~ ~ PfllNT ~ ~ ALPHA" 

But when the number becomes too long to fit 

in the space available, first the trailing charac­

ter(s) are printed on the next line. 

And finally the number and its trailing charac­

ters all appear on the next line. 

LENGTH = 2. 54Cf'1 

LEHGTH =12:34.56C 
t'i 

LEf·iGTH = 

YOU'll find more examples using printer alpha in Sections 3 and 4. 
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Cancelling the Alpha Mode 

If you make an error while doing a keyboard alpha message, the Alpha mode can be cancel­

led without printing the message by switching the mode switch to PRGM and back to RUN. 

This operation does not affect the numbers in the stack or the program memory. 



32 Printer 
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Programming 

Introduction 

Up until now, this manual has shown how the HP 9815A works for you from the keyboard: you 

enter numbers and press operator keys - the calculator does each operation instantly and 

leaves the result in the display. But you also have a more powerful feature than is available on 

most calculators: complete programmability! 

Simply stated, programmability means that you can enter each of those key sequences that 

you've been doing from the keyboard as program instructions in the memory. Then tell the 

calculator to run them for you whenever you wish. So each key sequence need be pressed 

only once and the calculator will do it from then on. 

Complete programmability means that every key sequence previously described can be 

programmed. It also means that there is a full set of program-control functions, such as: sub­

routine branching and labelling, "IF" instructions for making computed decisions, and FOR­

NEXT instructions for repeating program segments automatically. 

The program-control functions are grouped 

into one area of the keyboard, as shown on the 

right. The functions shown below keys GJ 
through GJ are automatically available when 

the mode switch is set to PRGM. All of those 

keys are programmable except for the editing 

keys: 

G 8 BRK~;EETp 0 0 GJ 
MEMORY DELETE INSERT 

...L I_I 
f-=--

I l IlL 
88 DQ = .. 
88 $ d)J ":U 
08 $$ 
8 ® G dOl -U 
c;;,;J ~ ~ .::; 
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Program Memory 

The basic program memory contains 472 steps, numbered from 0000 through 0471. Each 

step holds one program instruction consisting of either a ~)ngle keystroke (e.g., 8, 8, 
0) or a combined key sequence (e.g., 8 0 ' • 0 ). Appropriate key sequences 

are combined automatically as you enter the program. In some cases, combined key sequ-
FIX 

ences cannot be stored into one step (e.g., • @ 0 ' 8 CD 0 ), so an additional 

step is used. Examples of this appear in the first example program. 

As shown on the right, part of the program 

memory is assigned to data storage when the 

calculator is switched on. If you wish to assign 

those bottom 80 steps to program storage, the 

10 data registers can be deleted by pressing 

8 • 8 . For more details see "Addi­

tional Data Storage" in Section 1. 

Step 0000 

Step 0391 

program 
storage 

data Reg 009 } 

.... R_e..:;;.g_OO_o _____ --' storage 

The basic memory can be expanded to 2008 program steps by ordering calculator option 001. 

This option is normally installed at the factory. If you wish to have it installed at a later date, 

however, contact an HP Sales and Service office for details. 

Clearing the Memory 

It's recommended that you clear the program memory before entering each new program. To 

erase the program memory, without altering existing data storage or the stack, switch to the 

Program mode and press 0 0. To clear the entire calculator memory (program and data 
MEMORY DELETE 

storage), switch the calculator off. 

Here is a quick preview of the general program controls and keys to be described next: 



.. OD AUTO 
SURT 
.. OM 

PRINTER 

Of'bd All _. 
Program 
Counter 

r;;QroI C step ) 
~ address 

8 

r;;;;;'\ 
~ 

PAUSE 

SPACE 

NOP 
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Program Controls 

Set to enter program steps. The display format is: 

PC-DODO 
current step address steps to end of memory 

Set to list each step as it's entered. 

An internal mechanism controlling the current step displayed, printed, or 

executed. 

Press to set the program counter to the indicated address. Programmed 

GOTO instructions send program control to the indicated step address. 

Press to set the program counter to step 0000. When executed in a 

program, END also halts the program, and clears all program flags and 

subroutine nesting levels. 

Press to start or stop program execution. When programmed, this in­

struction halts the program. 

Press to print a list of program steps from the current step address to an 

END instruction. 

Use to stop the program for about Va second and display the current 

number in X. 

Use to advance the printer paper. 

A No OPeration instruction is used to provide a blank area in the prog­

ram for later use. The entire program memory is filled with NaP's when 

the calculator is switched on or the memory is erased. 

The Program Counter 

The program counter is an internal mechanism that determines which program step is dis­

played, printed, or executed. Many programming keys and instructions control the operation 

of the counter, allowing you to enter, edit, run, and record programs. 
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The program counter can be set to any desired step when the Run mode is set by pressing 

(GOTO] and the number (or "address"). As when specifying numeric register names, you need 

notkey in the entire address, just key in the significant digits and follow it with a non-numeric 

key or O. For example, to set the program counter to step 0025: 

R.IU Set A.TO 
START 

PROM 

Press either (GOTO] 25 0 or (~] 0025 

current step address 

( "'- ""1'­'-L -uuC ~ 111/1/1) 
UIII. 

steps to end of program memory 

."b:d Now set ::::T 
PRGM 

The display indicates the current step address and the number of steps available for prog­

ramming to the end of memory. This latter number reflects any steps assigned to data storage 

or a peripheral interface. 1 

To manually move the counter forward or back while you are entering a program, press B or 

::.s::. . The counter advances automatically as you enter program steps. 

The program counter is automatically set to step 0000 whenever you either press 8 (in the 

Run mode), or switch the calculator on, or erase the program memory. 

Entering a Program 

The general procedure to enter a program is: 

1. Set "T~iR and press (GOTO] (beginning step address). When the first step is to be step PRGMU 
0000, you can press 8 instead of using(~] . 

PRINTER 

2. Set OfF~ ALL 

IORM 

R.Nb:d AUTO 
START 
PRGM 

3. As each step is entered, the printer lists the step and the program counter increments 

to the next step address. 

4. The last step of each program should be END. 

'A small portion of the program memory is automatically assigned to each interface plugged in when the calculator is switched on. 
See each interface operating manual for details. 



Printout During Program Entry 

The printer automatically lists each step ad­

dress and instruction when its switch is set to 

NORM. A portion of a program listing, which 

calculates 2 + 5 and prints the result, is shown 

on the right. When the Program mode is set, 

the printer also lists each step as the counter is 

advanced with [STEP 1. 

fHj 19 Et·HERl 
Of12fi 5 
0021 + 
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To list any portion of a program, set the program counter to the first step and press 8. To 

stop the listing, press @ . The listing stops automatically after an END instruction is printed. 

Display During Program Entry 

As you enter a program, the display normally 

shows you the current (program counter) step 

address and the number of steps still available 

for programming. 

But when you are entering a STORE or RECALL 

instruction, the display looks like this. 

( 
O'-_IIII:JC 

. ' L UUL_I 

II' _IIII_IL 
'-L UUL_I 

111111, ) U,' I . 

,- II ,- II II II 
, Cu-UUU 

A numbered register name appears on the right as it's keyed in. Other special displays appear 

when branching instructions are being entered; see "Branching" and "Labels". 

Running a Program 

After the program has been entered: 

1. Set :,;R 
PRGMU 

2. Set the program counter to the first step of the program. 

3. Press @ Display (----------------) 
The program now runs automatically until it encounters either a STOP instruction (e.g., to wait 

for keyboard entries) or an END. While the program is running, the display appears as shown 

above, unless PAUSE instructions are used to display the current number in X. To manually 

stop the program, press @. 
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Example Programs 

First let's enter and run a simple program to count by two. 

To find the key sequence needed to count by two from the keyboard: 

80 ( ENTERt ) ( , 1111 
c·uu ) 

08 ( L/ • 00 ) 

08 ( ,- nn o· ULI ) 

08 ( n nn O·uu ) 
• • • • • • 

It looks like we can key in the basic sequence once and have the calculator repeat it by using 

a GOTO instruction (more uses for GOTO are described later). Also, let's set the number 

format to "FIX 0" and add two PAUSE instructions so we can view each result. 

Here's how to enter the program: 

RUNEJ 8 Set S~U;ROT and press END to set the counter to step 0000. 
PRGM 

PRINTER 

Set :T~~~n ::n 
PRGM~ "ORM~ 

Press 
FIX 

-@( 0 )8 0fH3e FD~ €I 
e002 CLEAR 

2 C ENTERt )28 0003 2 
0004 Et~TERt 

QQ[~) 
PAUSE PAUSE 

e0e5 2 
e€1e6 + 
e007 PAUSE 
o 0~;.H3 PAUSE 

Look at the listing and decide which step the program should return, in order to repeat the 

counting sequence. Then enter that step address to complete the GOTO instruction: 



To see if the program runs: 

8~ END ~ 

Since the END instruction is not executed in 

this program, the program will run until you 

stop it. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

@/@@,~ GOTO 
0@11 5tUI 

• • • 

If the program did not run correctly, first check it by listing it: 

If your listing does not compare with this one. 

enter the program again. 

·~0@e 
@.@~32 
+3·£1@:] 

.@@04 
0005 
00~36 + 
~30(\7 PAJJ!:;E 
0~3.0S f'·AIJSE 
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L/ ) 
I-
0 ) 
II 
0 ) 

1/1 ) IU 

0tH39 GI)TI) 00~15 
£1011 ENii 

There are four basic steps in creating a program: 

1. Define the problem (we wanted the calculator to count by two); 

2. Decide how the problem is best solved (we tried the key sequence from the 

keyboard); 

3. Write out the steps for the program; 

4. Enter the steps into the calculator memory. 

Since our counting program was quite simple, we combined steps 3 and 4. But for most 

programs, steps 2 through 4 will not be as easy. One method that will help you decide how the 

problem is best solved is flowcharting. Once you have a solution, use the program pad 

supplied with your calculator to write the program steps. 
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Flowcharting 

A flowchart is a diagram representing each program operation. Usually, each symbol in the 

flowchart indicates one complete operation, rather than just one step or instruction. 

Some general flowcharting symbols and their meanings are shown below. 

Symbol 

C"---____ ) 
Meaning 

The terminator represents the starting or ending point in a 
program. 

The notation within a function block indicates one portion 
of the program. 

Flowlines indicate the direction of flow in the chart. 

The notation within a decision block indicates what com­
puted test is being made. One flowline enters the diamond 
and two or three lines exit it. Two exit flowlines are usually 
labeled "yes" or "no':. The IF and FLAG instructions de­
scribed later are used for making computed tests. 

When it's inconvenient to draw a flowline between two or 
more points, connectors can be used. In this case, the "A" 
connectors indicate that the lines going to and from them 
are connected. 

Here is a flowchart of the preceding example program: 
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Area of a Polygon 

Now let's write a program to compute the area of any regular polygon, given its number of 

sides and length of a side. Use this equation: 
A = %NL2 cot 180 

N 

When: N = number of sides 

L = length of each side 

cot (J = tan (J 

Here's a flowchart and explanation showing one method to write the program: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Set desired number format. 

Set degrees units. 

Clear X before number entries. 

Stop for number entries. 

Print and store N. 

Print L. 

Compute area. 

Label and print answer. 

Space paper so answer is above printer 

window. 

N-- Y 
L-- X 
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Here's a list of the program steps written using the program pad: 

Q 
0::: « 
.l>i:: 
u 
<C a. 
..:. 
t-
I.l.I 
..J 
~ 
I.l.I 
:x: 

~ 

HP 9815A PROGRAM FORM 
PO}Y9°Yl 

DATE Mat. 17, 197& 
PAGE_I_OF _'_PAGES 

PROGRAMMER K, M n $ $ f' Y 

37 SPAce 
38 IG<)T'Q .3 

40 END 

.s:p(l.~t.p(l..Pt1" up 

t=J~~~~~ N: .. Pt~t pf~(,(l.Vh 
41 
42 

43 
44 
45 
411 
47 
4fI 
411 

NOTE: .TIie follOWing Irlstructions require two program steps. All others require only one slap. 

• All storagllinstructions involving nWrlbered registers or indirect storagll. 
• All branchlnstruCllons, except computed branchas. 
• AU display fprmatting instructions. 
• Any instruction beginning with CALL ALPHA. 
• All labels. 



To enter the program, first erase the program memory. 
PRINTER 

RUND Set :~:~T and 
PRGM 

DfFD 
All 

NORM 

Press 

MEMORY DELETE 

Now enter the instructions: 

@880@8 
(EHlERt )8@ 0 
8880C 0 ) 

G (CiU"":) CA,,· 1:"1 r.=:J ~ 
~~ALPH.'~~~ 

R 

1:"1 r;;;;;'\ I.;:J 8 CAll· lui 
~ ~ ~ PRINT ALPHA" ~ 

= SPACE 

000808 
SPACE SPACE SPACE 

RU"U Set :,":.~ 
PRGM 

( 0 ,- - II II II II 
'L LIUUU 

0~~Bj0 t40P 
0€101 HOP 
~~H~102 DEGS 
0~j~j:3 CLEAR 
0004 STOP 
0005 'Xl":' 'oj 

t'lT.'" ! 

0006 PRINT 
0007 STO 
00€f8 '.J":" ' •. f t .. "!'" f 

00~39 PRHn 
€1010 ENTERl 
0011 "* 0012 ',.'..:.,.: .. : 

li~ f 

€101~l 4 
0€1i 4 
0~315 *" 0016 1 
0€i17 t: 
0018 0 
~:H:t19 RCL 
~3€120 
~3021 TAt·{ 
0€122 1 ...... ::-:: 
€102:3 *" 0024 Pf.!:NT,:.: 
0026 A 
€n327 R 
0028 E 
0029 A 
0€1:30 
€H3:31 = 
00:32 PRINT 
0€1:3:3 EHD·:t. 
~30:34 SPACE 
00:35 SPACE 
0€1:36 SPACE 
00:37 :3PACE 
003:::' GOTO 
0€i4€1 Et·m 
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nnnn ) 

A 

A 

€H30:3 
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To start the program: 

8 (.;) 
END ~ 

Now enter values for Nand L into Y and X, 

respectively: 

(----------------) 
( 

II lilt J U·UU 

6 # t30 
:~ = 0(1 

21~3c44 

(N) 

(L) 

The calculator is now ready to accept another set of values for Nand L. Here are some 

examples: 

4. ~)0 

APEA ::: 

1;::.~30 
'j.30 

The NOP instructions at steps 0000-0001 provide space for you to enter another number 

format, if needed. For example, to enter a "FIX 5" instruction at step 0000, 

Press 

Set 

8 
s~~~n 
PRGMb=d 

Press 

Set :T~T~T 
RUN

U PRGM 

Now list the program and note that the new instruction replaced the two NOPs. 

If your program does not run as shown here, first compare your program listing with the 

sample shown. When you find the error, set the program counter to that step address, set the 

Program mode, and re-enter the program from that point on. Later in this section "Editing 

Programs" shows how to insert and delete program steps. 
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Labels 

• 115 label names are available for naming programs or subroutines; they are labels A through 

o and labels 00 through 99. When keying in one-digit numeric labels, be sure to follow each 

with either a non-numeric key or O. 
• Each label requires two program steps. 

• Labels A through 0 are also used with special functions (see Section 5). 

• If a branching instruction specifies a non-existent label name, "LABEL NOT FOUND" is 

printed and the program is halted at the branching instruction. 

• When the same label name appears more than once in the memory, any branch to the label 

goes to the one closest to the beginning of the memory. 

A label is a programmable aid used to name a location in the program memory. The label 

instruction is entered immediately before the program segment to which it refers. Then the 

program counter can be set to the label location by using any appropriate branching instruc­

tion, such as a GOTO. 

Using labels provides a method of addressing program segments which is completely inde­

pendent of step addresses. So, when step addresses change due to program editing, label 

addresses need not be changed. 

A time-saving technique often used when entering and debugging programs is to use labels 

wherever possible for branching. Then, as steps are inserted or deleted to complete the 

program, the branching addresses stay valid even though step addresses change. Once the 

program is running, the labels can be removed and the branching instructions can be 

changed to use step addresses. 

NOTE 

Since labels A through 0 are also used for special function 

names, it's recommended that they not be used in programs 

where special functions are also in use. Otherwise, pressing 

a special function key could start the program running at the 

label location, rather than run the intended special func­

tions. 

A label name is entered by pressing (LABEl] and the desired name. As when keying in numeric 

register names, you need not key in the entire name (see below). Each label requires two 

program steps. 
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For example, if you are entering a program and wish to have "label 01" located at step 0050: 

(LABEL] 1 0 or (~] 01 0(149 • 
005~3 LBL 

01 
(H352 • 

And to enter "label C" at step 150: 

(LABEL) 8 0149 • 
0150 LBL 

c: 
0152 • 

The dashed line is included with each label to help you find the label in a long program listing. 

Here are two labelled segments at the end of a program; label 05 calculates (A x 8)/(A + 8) 

and label 06 calculates. 7071 (X). 

0100 LBL 0111 LBL 
05 ---- (16 

~.H (12 S;TO 8 0113 • 
(1103 ::-:::i;:lt 0114 ..., 

J" 

~3104 STO A 0115 0 
0105 * 0116 7 
o HZ16 RCL A 0117 1 
0107 RCL 8 0118 * 01 fiB + (111'3 F 1>:; 4 
0109 0121 END 
~311t1 NOP 

Program execution can branch to either label 05 or label 06. If the program branches to label 

OS, however, both labels will be executed. For example, to have the program branch from step 

0055 to label 05: 

(1054 
0£155 
(H357 

• 
GOTO 
• 

L05 

Once the labelled segments are entered, you can also run them from the keyboard. To run 

label 06 enter a value in X and press (GOTO] (LABEL] 6 @ . 

If you wish to run label 05 without label 06, replace the NOP instruction at step 0110 with a 

STOP instruction. 



Branching 

An absolute branch sends program control to the specified ad­

dress or label. 

A computed branch sends program control to the address or label 

indicated by the current number in X. 

• Absolute branching instructions require two program steps. 
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~ ( step) 
~ address 

label) 
name 

• The entire step address or numeric label name need not be keyed in; just key in the signific­

ant digits, followed by 0 or a non-numeric key. 

• If a step address that exceeds the available program memory is specified, the program is 

halted at the incorrect instruction and "ILLEGAL ADDRESS" is printed. 

• If a branch is made to an unavailable step address the program will go to the previous step. 

• If a non-numeric key is pressed directly after 8 ,a "GOTO 0000" instruction is au­

tomatically entered. To cancel an incompleted GOTO instruction, press .~W,'P . 

A branching instruction causes the program counter to go to a location other than the next 

sequential step in memory. Program execution then continues at the new step. 

Two kinds of branching instructions are available: absolute and computed. An absolute 

branch causes the program to go to a fixed memory location (either a step number or a label 

name). The first sample program in this chapter contained an absolute branch. The general 

sequence for entering absolute branching instructions is: 

[GOTO) ( step ) or [GOTO) [LABEL) ( label) 
address \...... name 

As when keying in numeric register names and numeric label names, you need not key in the 

entire address; just key in the significant digits, followed by 0 or a non-numeric key. 

A computed branch causes the program to go to a location indicated by the current number in 

X. Depending upon the branching instruction, the absolute integer portion of the number in X 

indicates either a step number or a numeric label name. The general sequence for entering 

computed branching instructions is: 

[~)8 or 888 
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For example, to branch from step 0031 to step 0100: 

[GOTO) 100 0 or [GOTO) 0100 (H330 • 
m:l:;: 1 GO TO 
~3(133 • 

And to branch from step 0050 to label A: 

(GOTO] (~L) 0 or (GOTO) 0 (H'j49 • 
~::H350 GOTO 
~::H352 • 

To branch from step 0150 to the step indicated by the current number in X: 

~J14'3 • 
~'3i5(1 GOTO 
~H51 • 

A 

And to branch from step 0300 to the numeric label indicated by the number in register A: 

02 t;' ':1 
(1:3 ~3 0 
0:3(11 

• 
!t~ C L 
GOTO 
• 

A 

Notice that each absolute branching instruction uses two program steps, while each com­

puted branch uses only one. 

When you are entering a GOTO instruction, the 

display appears like this. 

The branching address appears on the right as 

it's keyed in. 

But when you are entering a "GOTO LABEL" 

instruction, this display is shown. 

A numeric label name appears on the right as 

it's keyed in. 

11'- 11111'­
'-L -Uuc ~ 

0'- _ III1~C 
, L UUL_' 

F/-OOOO 

, 0' _ 1111 
LUL UU 



Here is a part of the "Calendar" program avail­

able on the Utility and Test Cartridge. The be­

ginning of the program requests a date (day, 

month. year) and calculates a number between 

o and 6 which indicates the day of the week. 

The number is placed in X after step 0148. This 

sequence shows how a computed branch at 

step 0149 is made to the label indicated by the 

number in X. 

If you wish to run the program, first insert the 

Test Cartridge into the tape drive and press 

(R~). 

Then press 

800@8 
8@ 

Now enter one or two-digit integers for the day, 

month and year: 

4 ~7~76~ ~ ~ ~ 

The program is now ready to calculate another 

date. 
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014::: • 
014'3 GOTO i './ 

L- :", 

~Zl1 5 tZ1 L8L 
0f1 

~3152 P F.: ~4 T (,~ 
(1154 I:· 

...; 

f1155 A 
0156 T 
0157 U 
f11 58 F.' '. 
~315'j II 
~;1l6 ~3 A 
~3161 \1 
0162 E t-4 II ,:,~ 

(11 63 GOTO ~3 ~3 6 ::; 
0165 Et-iD.:.: 
~;il66 LBL 

~31 
~~i 1 6 ~:: Ft F.~ t·4 T I:': 
~Zl1 7 ~3 ::; 
~:::11 7 1 II 

'-' 
017'2 H 
0173 D 
(11 74 A 
0175 t .. 1 

I 

~317't. END·)~ 
(1177 GOTO 0~)6::! 

017'3 LE:L 
02 

01Bl P F.: H T ':'; 
~j 1 !:;:::i j'l 
01:::4 0 
~) 1 :35 N 
[11:::6 • 

CALEr·mAr.:: 
( 190i~199'3) 

IrA'/=:'? 
4 

.... 
{ 

'lEAF.:=? 
76 

DA'y'::::? 
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IF Instructions 

• IF instructions make decisions using current numbers in the stack or program flags. If the 

condition is "true", the next program instruction is executed. But if the condition is "false", 

the next instruction is skipped. 

• These IF instructions are available. 

To enter: 

If X < Y 

If X = Y 

If X ~ Y 

If X is + 

If X is-

If X = 0 

If flag n is set 

If flag n is clear 

Prpss: 

00 
If X<y 

00 The0key need not be pressed. 
IF x=y IF 

08 
IF x~y 

c,;:J8 
00 If 

1,1 (SFG:I (SFG:I ( n) 
y~~ 

• The three "IF X & Y" instructions compare the entire number in each register, including the 

guard digits which are not displayed. 

The IF instructions enable the calculator to make logical evaluations based on either the 

current numbers in X (and Y) or the current state of program flags (flags are described later). If 

the evaluation is "true", the next program instruction is executed. But if the evaluation is 

"false", the next instruction is skipped. 

The step following an IF usually contains a branching instruction, which creates a most power­

ful means of branching. For example, step 0026 in the following sequence is an IF instruction 

which compares the numbers in X and Y. If the number in X is less than Y (result equals "true") 

step 0027 is executed. But if X is equal to or greater than Y, step 0027 is skipped. 

(i02:i • 
o ~3 2~ 6 I F' ;:.:: <: '"(: 
0~:t2"? i:f)Tl) 
0Qi29 pp an 
f~i ~:1 :~~ t1 • (go to 0051) 



Eight IF instructions are available. They ask the questions: 

Evaluation: Enter: 

Is X less than Y? 88 0026 IF X<Y 
IF x<y 

Is X equal to Y? 80 0026 IF ::<: = '-( 
IF x=y 

Is X greater than or equal to Y? 88 (1t126 IF .... ' •• l".1 

IF x~y 
l'l ~ 1 

Is X negative? 80 0068 IF -IF 

Is X positive? 88 006.8 IF + 
IF 

Is X equal to O? QJ( 0 ) 0068 IF 0 

Is Flag n set? QJrnD(n) ~:11 :35 IF SFG 5 

Is Flag n clear? 8rnDrnD(n) IF CFG.. eFG·· 01::::5 IF CFG 1 

The 8 key does not have to be pressed to enter the first three instructions shown above. 
IF 

You may recall that the first program in this 

section ("count by two") ran until you stopped 

it. Here is the same program, but now it will 

stop automatically at 100 because of the I F in­

struction. As the program runs, step 0013 

compares the current result with 100; step 

0014 is executed as long as the result is less 

than 100. But when X = Y, step 0014 is skip­

ped, ending the program. 

00€10 
~3002 
(H:10:3 
0004 
0005 
0t106 
0007 
0tH38 
0009 
tit110 
(1011 
0012 
00L:: 
0014 
0016 

F I>~ 
CLEAF.: 
2 
ENTER"t 
'J 
'-

+ 
PAUSE 
PAUSE, 
1 
0 
0 
-,,'.1. ',J 
i\ '!"" I 

IF . ::-::< 1.(' 

GOTO 
END 

The next program calculates N! (N factorial) for values of N from 0 through 69. 

N! = N(N - 1) (N - 2) .... (N - N + 2) (1) 

O! = 1 (by definition) 

For example: 6! = 6 x 5 x 4 x 3 x 2 x 1 = 720 
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Here is a flowchart and listing of the program: 

Enter N ~ X 

00k10 F 0:: 0 
0002 PfUHT 
000:3 1 
0004 STO B 
0~305 IF :~n:Y 
0006 GO TO 0~315 
0008 ;:.::#'"J" 
000'3 STO* B 
0010 >::#'"J" 
0011 -
0012 1 
~3~31:;: GOTO 0005 
0015 RC:L E: 
k1016 PRINT 
0017 ::;PACE 
~3 ~~1l 8 E t·m 

n = current multiplier term 

(N, N - 1, N - 2, etc.) 

p = partial result of N I 

After entering the program beginning at step 0000, set the Run mode, enter a value for N, say 

13, and start the program: 

6227020800 
N 

N! 

After the results are printed, the ~ND (step 0018) halts the program and resets the program 

counter to step 0000. Now you're ready to enter another value and run it again. 

The step following an IF need not always con­

tain a branching instruction. For instance, the 

sequence on the right checks the numbers in X 

and Y and prints the smaller number. 

Here's another example, which replaces X with 

its absolute value by changing its sign (step 

0202) if it's negative. 

~3200 
~320 1 
k1202 
020:3 
02k14 

~]200 

02~] 1 
0202 
~~120:;: 

• 
IF j'::l'l 
ROLL·!· 
PRIHT 
• 
• 

IF -
+~-

• 
You'll find many examples using IF instructions in the rest of this manual. 



Programming 53 

Subroutines 

• A subroutine is a program sequence used many times, but stored only one place in the 

memory. 

• A GOSUB branching instruction "calls" and runs a specified subroutine. The last instruction 

in the subroutine is RETURN, which causes the program to return to the next instruction 

following the GOSUB. 

• GOSUB/instructions can specify absolute step addresses or label names, or they can be 

computed branches. The same rules for entering GOTO instructions apply here. 

• Subroutines can be "nested" up to seven levels deep at any time. An attempt to nest to an 

eighth level causes the program to halt and print "GOSUB OVERFLOW". 

• Pressing 8 or executing an END instruction clears all subroutine nesting levels. 

• Executing a RETURN without a corresponding GOSUB (i.e., a return address is not available) 

causes the program to halt and print "MISSING GOSUB". 

• If a non-numeric key is pressed directly after 0 ,a "GOSUB 0000" instruction is 
GO SUB 

automatically entered. 

A subroutine is a sequence of program instructions which is used many times, perhaps in 

several different programs, yet need be stored only once in the memory. A program can 

branch to (or call) a subroutine at any time by using a GOSUB instruction. Then, after the 

subroutine has been executed, a RETURN instruction located at the end of the subroutine 

causes operation to resume at the step ("return" address) following the GOSUB. Using sub­

routines saves both considerable space in the memory and program-writing time. 

The following program segments show subroutine branching. 

(Main Program) (Subroutine) 

______ ('10 5 (1 ~:C:L ~3~j25 • 
(1~j26 GO::;UE 0050 ~ 0051. 
lH3 2::: P F.: HH ...--~ 
0~32'3 • • 

• 
0074 • 
0075 ~:ETUF.:r·i 

A 

Program control branches to step 0050 and executes the subroutine. At step 0075 the RE­

TURN instruction sends operation to the return address (the next step after the GOSUB 

instruction). 

A GOSUB instruction can call a subroutine by specifying either a step address or a label 

name, or it can be a computed branch similar to the GOTO instruction. 
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For example, to call a subroutine beginning at step 0200 from step 0050: 

e049 • Q:l200 0 
0f15f'l GOSIJE: e2fH3 
0052 • 

Or to call a subroutine beginning at Label C: 

1.1 [L~) GJ or 1.1 GJ 
~ ~ 

0049 
0050 
0052 

• 
GOSIJB 
• 

c 

To call a subroutine beginning at the step address indicated by the current number in X: 

~~H349 • 
e050 GOSIJB 
0051 • 

. , 
l't 

And to call a subroutine beginning at the label name indicated by the number in X: 

~3049 • 
~::H350 GOSUB U< 
0~351 • 

Notice that each absolute GOSUB instruction requires two program steps. 

Nesting Subroutines 

Although any number of subroutines may be called individually during a program, it is also 

possible to use more than one subroutine at one time. The action of one subroutine calling a 

second subroutine which, in turn, can call a third subroutine, is known as "nesting". The 

calculator can remember up to seven return-addresses at a time, so that subroutines may be 

nested up to a depth of seven. Calling an eighth subroutine without first returning to at least 

the sixth level causes the prQgram to halt and print "GOSUB OVERFLOW". 

Returns are made on a "last-in, first-out" basis, the return always being made to the last 

return-address remembered. As soon as the return is made, that return-address is forgotten, 

so that the previous address now becomes the last one. Thus the returning order is always the 

opposite of the calling order. 

NOTE 

When preparing to run a program which nests subroutines, 

press 8 to insure that all seven levels of nesting are avail­

able. END automatically erases any return-addresses to 

which the return has not yet been made. 
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Example Program 

The next program uses a subroutine based on the N! program shown earlier. This program 

calculates the possible combinations of n objects taken k at a time. For example, if a box 

contains 15 differently colored balls (n), how many possible color combinations (c) are there if 

5 balls (k) are selected (and then returned) at a time? The answer = 3003. 

The formula used in this "possible combinations" program is: 

en _ n! 
k - k! (n - k)! 

The program calculates C for any values of nand k from 0 through 69. 

Here's a flowchart and listing of the program. A flowchart of the N! program is on page 52. 

Start 

Enter: n -+ Y 
k -+ X 

Subroutine 

N! Subroutine 
N! -+ X 

Subroutine 

0€H30 
0001 
~1002 
a00:3 
0004 
00~36 
0007 
0008 
~3009 
0.310 
0011 
0€H2 
IlfHA 
fH3t5 
0€116 
0017 
001:3 
0019 
0021 
0022 
0023 
0€125 
fH326 
0€127 
002'3 
€1I~130 
11{131 
00:33 
0€1:34 
00:;:5 
00.:36 
e.H3:3? 
00:38 
0.0:39 
0e4~3 
£1041 

CLEAR 
STOP 
:x:*y 
STO A 
PR~H':I. 
N 
:::: 

PRINT 
EI'Hlct 
>::~lr 

STO B 
PRNTct 
r ., 
::::: 

P~:HH 
EMD.:{ 
-
GO!;UB €H,43 
S10 C 
RCL B 
GOSLIB ~304:3 
STO* r· '_. 
RCL A 
GOSUB 0€14:3 
RCL C 

PRNT,:/, 
C 
:::: 

PRlt-iT 
ENDct 
SPACE 
Sf'AC.·f; 
SPACE 
SPACE 
GCtTO 0059 

(can't) 
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0 
0043 STO D 

GOSUB to find 0044 1 
nl Subroutine 0045 STO E 

0046 IF >DY 
0047 GOTO 0056 
0049 X~Y 
0050 STO* E 
0051 :)~# 'i 
0052 -
0053 1 
0054 GOTO 0046 
0056 RCL E 
0057 PAUSE 
0058 RETURN 
o t15';t END 

End 

You need not key in this program, since it is on the Utility and Test Cartridge supplied with the 

calculator. To load and start the program, first insert the test cartridge into the tape drive and 
press [OEWlND] • 

Then press 

843®[~]8§ ( 

Now enter a value for n in Y and a value for k in X: 

Press 

15 ( ,NTERt J 5 @ 
j-1= 
Ii _ 
r··.-
I~ ---.-

,-, ,-,,-, 
u·uu 

15.~:H} 
5. (10 

::::~)0:3. ~)~} 

) 

Before the final answer appears, the display will flash three times, showing the results of the 

factorial subroutines for each value of N (n - k, k, and n respectively). 

The N! subroutine could also be run "stand alone", by entering a value for n into X and 

pressing 8 8 43 § . 

Pressing 8 is needed to clear any return addresses in the calculator. 

When running the subroutine "stand alone", it stops with N! in X. The error message "MISSING 

GOSUB" is printed since there is no return address for the RETURN instruction at step 0058 

(ignore the error in this case). 
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FOR-NEXT Loops 

• FOR-NEXT instructions allow controlled repetition of program sequences. Three sets of 

registers are used: A & F, B & G, and C & H. The first register, the loop counter, is in­

cremented after each pass of the loop and compared with the final value in the second 

register. The loop is exited when the loop counter passes the final value. 

• The loop counter is incremented by one when A & F and B & G are used. When C & Hare 

used, however, C is incremented by the value in register D. If D = 0, the loop is repeated 

con tinuously. 

• A FOR-NEXT loop is always executed once, regardless of the loop counter and final values. 

• FOR-NEXT loops can be nested up to three deep. 

• If a NEXT is executed without a corresponding FOR, the program is halted and "MISSING 

FOR STMT" is printed. 

The FOR-NEXT instructions permit the repetition of any program sequence a given number of 

times. The FOR and NEXT instructions form a loop with the program segment to be repeated 

between them. 

Each FOR-NEXT instruction is used with a set of data registers. Register sets A & F, B & G, and 

C & H are available for this use. The first register is specified in the FOR instruction and is 

called the "loop counter". The second register holds the final (or exit) value. When register 

sets A & F and B & G are used, the loop counter is incremented by one each time the loop is 

executed. When register set C & H is used, however, the loop counter is incremented by the 

value in register D. 

In the example on the right, the loop counter 

(reg. A) and the final value (reg. F) are first 

initalized. The FOR instruction at step 0036 in­

dicates the beginning of the loop. Each time 

NEXT is executed, the loop counter is in­

cremented by one and compared with the final 

value; when the loop counter is greater than 

the final value the calculator exits the loop and 

continues with the step after NEXT. In this 

sequence, steps 0037 - 0059 are repeated five 

times. 

0031 • 
00:32 1 
00:33 STO 
0034 5 
€1035 STO 
00:;:6 FOR 
00:37 • 

• 
• 

0059 • 
0060 HE>n 
0061 • 

A 

F 
A-tF 

A 

The FOR instruction shown above was entered by pressing 0 0 at step 0036 and the 
FOR 

NEXT was entered by pressing 0 0 at step 0060. Keying in the first register name· 
NEXT 

indicates which register set is to be used. 
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For many applications it's easier to use FOR-NEXT rather than IF instructions, as in this 

comparison of two simple programs which display the numbers 1 through 100 in succession: 

Using IF Using FOR-NEXT 

tH300 ~ 0000 i J. 

~3001 STD A ~3001 STO A 
~J002 RCL. fi e(102 1 
(HJf1:;: PFlUS;E €lee;;: 0 
€1004 1 efH34 0 
0€H35 0 ~3005 STI) F 
€1ee6 ~3 ~3ee6 FOR A-tF 
Of;.37 IF ::.::{_ 1.( e0€17 Rel Ii 
0€le8 GOTO e€H4 0e08 PAllSE 
0010 1 ~:1ee9 NE:X:T A 
eel1 STO+ A ee1e EN!l 
(1(112 GOTO eee2 
0e14 END 

The program using FOR-NEXT is easier to key in, takes up less memory, and executes faster 

than the one using IF. 

The next example shows how a FOR-NEXT loop can be used to store values into a block of 

data registers. The program uses a second FOR-NEXT loop to print the stored values. 

ee0e 1 
eeel STO 8 Printout: 
0ee2 13 
~Je~3:3 STO G 1 
e0e4 FOF.: B-1-G 4 
€H~HJ5 F.:CL B Cl 
0€1e6 

,., Store B 2 .. 
.:... in registers 16 el-307 't ·t· ~.:: 1 through 9. ';:. c: 

ee08 STO I B 
.:;.,..1 
·-1·-

ee'1~3 HE:;'~T 8 
~J:l 

49 
'0€111 FD:: e 64 
e013 1 81 €HJ14 ~3TO p ,..' 
0015 FOR B~G} 0e16 F.:CL .... B . Recall and 1. 

~~018 F'R IJ4T print registers 
1 through 9. 

0el '3 NE>n B 
ee20 Et·m 
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It's not always necessary for the loop counter to be incremented by one after each pass in a 

FOR-NEXT loop. The next examples show how to increment by other values when using 

register set C & H and specifying an incremental value in register D. Printouts are shown 

below each program. 

Increment by 5 

~3 ~] ~~i ~2i F I ~:.:; 

~JGt12 ~J 
t1~J(13 STO 
0(104 2 
~::HH15 5' 
~J(H36 STO 
0~10 7 5 
tH3~J::: STO 
r:i0~J9 FOf.;: 
~~B31~3 I-?CL 
[1011 Pfn f·n 
I,H3 1 2 t·i E ::·n 
[101:3 Et·Ui 

0. 0~J 
5.0(1 

UL00 
15. ~~10 
20.~30 
25.00 

Increment by -.5 

0000 Fn~ 
~3002 1 
000:3 0 
0fH34 STO 
00J.)5 +#-
~3006 ~;TCi 
(1007 . 
f10~~'18 • 5 
J.3009 +~-

0010 sro 
(,H311 FOF~ 
J.':'1 f'11 .~ • - - ..... , F.:CL 
- - 1 .... Uk1 :,:': PF.:HH 
0j.J 14 NE~'::T 

J3015 i END 

.-, 

.:::. 

c 

H 

II 
C'*HD 
r--' 
,-. 
-' 

2 

r--' 

H 

D 
C'*HD 
r-... 

C 

Increment by 7T 

~J000 
~Z1 [102 
0th):3 
(10~34 

(1005 
0006 
0(H37 
0€i~Z1 :3 
~~iO(19 

0010 
[H~il 1 
~~i012 
~J ~:::11 :;: 

F I ;..~ 
[1 

STO 
2 
c: 
'-; 

::;TO 
if 
STO 
FO~: 
F:.CL 
PRIHT 
HE:,::r 
EHII 

0. ~3~30~J 
:3.1416 

''3.4248 
12.5664 
15.7080 
1::;. :::4'36 
21.9911 

10.00 
9.50 
'3. f10 
8.50 
8. (10 
7.5f1 
7.0[1 

-E;.5~J 

-9.00 
'-'3.50 

-10.00 

4 

,-. 
I ... 

H 

It 
C-tHD 
C: 

r -' 
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In each example the loop counter is incremented by the value in register D. Notice that the 

incremental value can be any positive or negative value. If the incremental value is 0, however, 

the loop is repeated continuously since C is not incremented. 

The example on the right shows that a FOR-

NEXT loop can be exited before the final value 

is reached. In this case, the values in A and E 

are printed when A is equal to or greater than 

E. 

Nesting FOR-NEXT Loops 

FOR-NEXT loops can be nested; that is, they 

can be located inside one another. Since three 

sets of registers are available, three FOR­

NEXT loops can be nested at a time. 

~:1145 • 
0146 1 
0147 STO 
0148 c-

.j 

0149 f1 
0150 STO 
0151 FOR 
0152 RCL 
015:3 RCL 
0154 IF ::.:: l't 
0155 GO TO 
0157 • • • 0167 • 
0168 NE::<T 
016'3 PRINT 
017f1 ROLL·!· 
0171 PfdNT 
0172 • 

0f125 FOR 
0026 FOR 

• • • • 

A 

F 
A~F 

E 
A 

f1169 

A 

A~F""'--' 
B~G 

0060 NE~"::r B 
0061 t~E~<T A 
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Flags 

• Flags are used for indicating program conditions or making decisions. Flags 1 through 4 are 

for general use, while flags 5 through 8 have special meanings. 

• Each flag can be set or cleared from either the keyboard or a program. END clears all flags. 

• To set a flag or enter a "SET FLAG n" instruction, press rnD ( n ) . To clear a flag or enter a 

"CLEAR FLAG n" instruction, press rnD rnD (n) . 

• Use an IF instruction to check each flag's state. "IF FLAG" instructions do not change the 

state of a flag. 

Flags are programmable indicators which allow the calculator to either make decisions or tell 

the user of program conditions. A flag has two states: "set" and "clear". Each flag can be set 

and cleared either from the keyboard or a program. In addition, all flags are cleared by 

pressing or executing END, or by switching the calculator on. 

Eight flags are available. Flags 1 through 4 are for general program use, while flags 5 through 

8 have dedicated meanings. 

In general usage, a flag is set by some program sequence or event. Then, later in the program, 

the flag's state can be checked to determine a subsequent activity. 

The example on the right shows a typical use 

for a flag. Steps 0025 - 0026 set flag 1 if the 

number in X is negative. Then steps 0035 -

. 0036 branch to step 0051 if flag 1 is clear; if 

flag 1 is set, (i.e., X is negative) the program 

continues at step 0038. 

0~324 
0(125 
~3026 
0~327 

fH3:34 
0~3:35 
0(1:36 
0~j:3::: 

• 
IF -
~:;FG 1 
• • • • 

IF CFG 1 
GOTO 
• 

Flags can be set and cleared from the keyboard, too. As shown on the [~~g:·l key, to set, say, 

flag 1 from the keyboard press [~~n CD . And to clear flag 1, press [~~g:·l (~tl CD . The same 

general sequences are used to enter FLAG instructions. For instance, the "IF CLEAR FLAG 1" 

instruction at step 0035 above was entered by pressing Q;J [~~g:·l [~~n CD . 

Flags 5 & 6 are used to intercept certain error messages. When flag 6 is set, the "suppressa­

ble" error messages such as "OVERFLOW" will not be printed. Instead, flag 5 is automatically 
set whenever a suppressable error occurs. A list of suppressable error messages is at the 

back of the manual. 
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Here is a sample use for flags 5 & 6 • 

Setting flag 6 and monitoring flag 5 allows the 

program to continue running steps 0148 - 0194 

until the calculating range is exceeded. When 

flag 6 is set (OVERFLOW) the program skips to 

step 0198. 

0145 
0146 
~) 147 
0148 

0194 
£1195 
£1196 
0198 
I~H99 
02(H) 

• 
SFG 
eFG 
• • • • 

IF CFG 
GOTO 
PF.:INT 
CFG 
• 

6 
5 

C' 

'-' {H 48 

Flag 7 is automatically set whenever a STOP instruction is executed. If a number is entered 

before the program is restarted, flag 7 is cleared. But if a number is not entered and the 

program is restarted, flag 7 remains set. 

A typical use for flag 7 is shown in this program 

sequence. 

which sums a series of numbers. The user keys 

in each data value at step 0035 and presses 

@ ; flag 7 will be cleared whenever a value is 

entered. When there are no more values to en­

ter, the user presses @ (but makes no entry), 

causing flag 7 to remain set. When flag 7 is set, 

steps 0036 - 0037 branch the program to step 

0043. 

003:;: 
0034 
£1£1:35 
tH)36 
0~:1:37 
~:10:39 
~3040 
0~:141 
0~343 

• 
CLRf1-t.j 
:3TOF' 
IF SFG 7 
(;OTO 0(143 
SUt'l+ 
CLEAF.: 
GOTO 0~::r35 

• 

Flag 8 is "toggled" by pressing [~l while a program is running; that is, pressing [~l changes 

the flag's state from clear to set, or from set to clear. 

As a simple exercise, enter this program. 0(10.3 IF S F~::; ::: 
.3(H31 GOTO (1013 

To start the program, press 8@ Since .3 ~:10:3 F'R~H.:·: END STOP 

0£H35 r 
flag 8 was cleared by pressing 8 ' "CLEAR" 

-' 
00~36 L 

will be printed continuously. Now press [~~~:·l to (1007 E 
toggle flag 8 back and forth. 000::: A 

0009 R 
(1010 ENIIo:.: 
(H311 (;OTO (1000 
.3013 P~~t'~Tc( 
~3015 

{"'. .:, 
(10 i 6 E 
(HJ i 7 T 
001 E: EHD·:t. 
0019 GOTO 00(H3 
~)0c~ 1 EHD 
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RESET 
BKSTEP 

o 
DELETE 

r:I (new) 
~ kes 
INSERT Y 

00 
MEMORY DELETE 

+ALPHA 

• 
CALL· 
ALPHA" 
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Editing Programs 

Lists program steps, from the current step address to an END. This 

can be done in either Run or Program mode. 

Advances the program counter. Use in the Run mode to execute 

the program, one step at a time. Use in the Program mode to man­

ually list the program. 

Use to decrement the program counter, and to clear an incorrect 

key sequence being entered. 

Deletes the instruction at the current step address and corrects 

any affected branching instructions. 

Inserts new instructions at the current step address. Terminate the 

insert operation by either pressing 0 again or setting the 
INSERT 

Run mode. 

Erases the program memory, except assigned data storage, and 

sets the program counter to step 0000. 

Manually sets the Alpha mode to permit changing or inserting 

alpha instructions. 

Program operation can be easily verified and changed by using the editing keys listed above. 

Please remember that editing operations are not programmable. 

Program Listing 

When a program does not run as expected, the first step in correcting it is to study a listing of 

the program. 

To list an entire program, set the program counter to the first step address and press B. To 

list only a portion of the program, set the program counter to the first step to be listed (use the 

(~l key) press B, and then press @ to halt the listing. 

Now you can compare the listing with either your original list of program instructions or your 

flowchart; when the error is found, use the editing keys to correct the program. 

A program listing is also a useful reference while single-stepping through the program, as 

described next. 
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Single Stepping 

An easy method of checking a program is to run it one step at a time. This is done in the Run 

mode, by first setting the program counter to the beginning of the program, and then pressing 

8 repeatedly. Each time you press 8 the current instruction is executed, the program 

counter is advanced to the next step, and the display returns so that you can view the results. 

If the current step contains a branching instruction, the program counter is advanced to the 

specified new address. 

When a program is single-stepped to a PRINT ALPHA instruction, the entire alpha message is 

printed; then the program counter is set to the step following END ALPHA. 

Pressing :::,.'.'p has no effect on the program when the Run mode is set. 

Changing Program Instructions 

To change a program step, first set the program counter to the step address (use B), set the 

Program mode, key-in the correct instruction, and then set the Run mode. 

If the new instruction requires two program steps, but the old instruction uses only one step, 

the calculator will automatically shift the rest of the program down one step and, in addition, 

renumber any affected branching instructions. Similarly, if the new instruction requires only 

one step, while the old step uses two, the calculator will shift the program up and correct any 

affected branching instructions. 

For example, suppose that this "count by two" 

program introduced at the start of this section 

is still in your calculator, and now you wish to 

change steps 0003 and 0005 so that it will 

count by one: 

PRINTER 

'UN Cd Press B 3 and set .UTO 
START 
PRGM 

and OfF~ .Ll 
MOO. 

'U·u Now set "T":.~T 
PRGM 

~) fHHj F D:: 0 
fH)(,!2 CLEAR 
~:H303 2 
00~j4 EHTEf:;:l 
~3 0(15 2 
0~)(j6 + 
~)(H)7 PAU::;E 
~:100::: PAUSE 
0[a)9 GOTO 0~)05 
(H) 11 EtHi 

0004 Et·HEPl 

Changing the operating mode terminates the GOTO instruction, just like pressing O. 



To see how the calculator automatically cor­

rects branching instructions when you change 

the number of steps in use, change the "FIX 0" 

instruction at step 0000 to a NOP: 

Press 8 and set 

o 
NOP 

RUN 0 AUTO 
START 

PROM 

Now set the Run mode and list the program. 

Notice that the instructions were automatically 

moved up by one step and that the GOTO was 

corrected. 

f1000 t·Wp 
0fi01 CLEAR 
~3f1f12 1 
~300:::: Et·HEF.:l 
~3004 1 
0005 + 
0~306 PAU!:;E 
€H307 PAUSE 
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0f10B GOTO [h3fi4 
f1010 END 

The calculator also automatically changes branching instructions as you enter them, when 

they conflict with instructions already in the memory. For example, if you tried to load a "GOTO 

OOOg" at step 0000: 

8 RUND Press END and set :,":.~ 
PROM 

RUNE] 
(~) 9 and set "T":.~T 

"OM 

0(1(10 GDTD 

Notice that the calculator corrected the GOTO for you. GOTO sequences from the keyboard 

will be automatically changed too! See page 70 for an example. 

Deleting Instructions 

To delete a programmed instruction, first set the program counter to the unwanted instruction. 

Then, set the Program mode and press 0 . The calculator automatically moves the rest of the 
DelETE 

program up to fill the vacant step and corrects any affected branching instructions. 

To delete an entire sequence of instructions, set the program counter to the first unwanted 

step, set the Program mode, and then press 0 once for each instruction in the sequence. 
DELETE 
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For example, to delete the NOP in the last example: 

Press 8 and set 

DELETE 

RUN 0 AUTO 
START 
PftGM 

Now set the Run mode and list the program. 

Note that the GOTO address was automatically 

corrected. 

Now delete steps 0001 and 0002, since the 

program will run without them: 

Press [GOTO) 1 and set 

DELETE DELETE 

RUND AUTO 
START 

PRGM 

Each time an instruction is deleted, the step's 

new instruction is printed. 

Now set the Run mode and list the program 

again. 

Inserting Instructions 

~~i (I 0 ~~i CLERF.: 
(1 ~~1~} 1 1 
~)002 EHTEF.:l 
0~}(1:3 ; 

J. 

j.~i0j.}4 + 
0005 PRU~::;E 
j.}~H:i6 PRUSE 
(H)07 GOTO 
~3(iti9 E t·i D 

~~i(i01 Et'~TE~:l 
0tl~) 1 i 

(i~a~J4 F'AiJ::;E 
~}(1~3~; (-;(;TI) 
(1(i(1? Et'4I! 

(i (1 ti:3 

To insert one or more instructions into a program, first set the program counter to the step 

address at which the first new instruction is needed. Then set the Program mode, press 8, 
INSERT 

and enter the new instruction(s); then terminate the operation either by pressing an editing key 

(except 0 or 0 ) or by setting the Run mode. The calculator automatically corrects any 
MEMORY DELETE 

affected branching instructions when the insertion is terminated. 

For example, let's insert two more PAUSE's into the program shown above to slow it down. 

We'll insert the new instructions before the GOTO: 
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Press [~) 5 and set AUTO RU"D 
STAAr .... 

INSERT 

PAUSE PAUSE INSERT 

Now set the Run mode and list the new prog­

ram. Notice that the f- symbol appears in the 

display while steps are being inserted. Then 

pressing 8 again terminates the insert oper-
INSERT 

ation and removes the f-. 

Clearing the Memory 

( 01- _ IIIIIIe 
. 1 L LlLILI_1 

( 
01- _ IIIIIIe ,L 

. 1 L LlLILI_1 

(1005 PAUSE 
00(16 PAUSE 

0000 CLEAP 
~~1001 1 
0(1(12 + 
(1(103 PAUSE 
00~34 PAUSE 
0(105 PAUSE 
0(a36 PAUSE 
0007 GOTO 0(H31 
(1(109 END 

To erase the program memory, set the Program mode and press 0 0 . The program 
MEMORY DELETE 

memory is filled with NOP's and the program counter is reset to step 0000. 

This operation does not affect any assigned data storage, the stack, or any special HP 

programs in the memory. (See page 18 for instructions on clearing data storage.) 

Editing Alpha 

Instructions in an alpha message can be edited using the keys just described, however the 

Alpha mode must be set before the instructions can be successfully changed or inserted. 

Otherwise, pressing the keys will enter their non-alpha meanings. To manually set the Alpha 
+AlPHA 

mode ("ALPHA" appears in the display), press. ii',.'i.'.:. 

For example, the program sequence on the 

right prints this line: 

SALES = $ 

0125 
0127 
012E: 
012':;' 
013(1 
0131 
0132 
0133 
0134 
0135 
0136 
01 :37 

PPNTd 
..... .;:. 

A 
L 
E 
c-...., 

= 
$ 
PRINT. 
END'~ 

) 

) 
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To change the "$" character to "L": 

Press [GOTO] 135 and set ·"bJ AUTO 
START 
.. G. 

Now set the Run mode and run the sequence: 

SALES = L 0.00 

,-, ,- ,-" =, C '-L -u ,_,_, 

0135 L 

If we had attempted to key in "L" like this (by not setting the Alpha mode): 

Press [~] 135 set 

LD&GO 

·"bJ AUTO 
START .... 

Running the sequence would result in: 

SALES = 8.: 0.00 

D'DuD 
ilL' '/I' 

Entering other instructions within an alpha message when the Alpha mode is not set will cause 

other unexpected characters to be printed. See "Additional Alpha Characters" on page 71. 

Now let's replace the "L" in the last example with the" £ " (Pound) symbol. To do this we have 

to first change step 0135 to SH 1FT and then insert CD: 

.U"bJ Press [~] 135 and set .~u::' .... 
+ALPHA 

• [CALL,\:J 
'LPH 

• 
Set 

RUI
U AUTO 

START 
.. OM 

(to terminate the Alpha mode) 

Set RU"D AUTO 
START .... 

+ALPHA 

Press 8 • [;~.] 
INSERT 

Now set the Run mode and run the sequence: 

SALES = £ 0.00 

,-, ,- ,-" =, C 
'-L -u '_'_' 

01:35 SHIFT 

( ,-, ,- ,-" -, ,­
'-L -u '='D 

D'-'-' ,='C ,L , L U '_'U 

~3136 F 

,-" ,-",,-, 
,-, L ,- ,-, ,-, 

F/ L P /-::=: 

) 
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Please remember these things when you are changing or inserting instructions into an alpha 

sequence: 

... ALPHA 

• Before changing alpha instructions, be sure the Alpha mode is set. Press. ftt.:-.:. to 

manually set the mode. 
...ALPHA 

• To insert instructions first press 0 . Then set the Alpha mode by pressing. ft,,;:".: .. 
INSERT 

Then load the new alpha instructions and terminate the insert operation. To terminate both 

insertion and the Alpha mode, switch to the Run mode. 

• When deleting Alpha instructions be sure the Alpha mode is not set. Otherwise, pressing 

o will enter the alpha character. 
DELETE 

• If the Alpha mode is not set, instructions changed or inserted will cause different charac-

ters to be printed. 

• To list an Alpha sequence, set the Run mode, set the program counter to the PRINT 

ALPHA instruction, and press B . If a listing is started from within an Alpha sequence, 

unexpected instructions will be listed (see page 71). 

Programming Hints 
An Editing Tip 

When many steps are being changed in a program, it's easy to lose track of the exact address 

of each instruction. So before editing individual steps or sequences, be sure of the instruction 

at the current step address by pressing 8 B~~W, (in the Program mode). This takes only a 

second, but it will assure you that the steps being changed (or deleted!) are the intended 

ones. 

Branching Speed 

Using step addresses in branching instructions generally enables the program to run much 

faster than when label names are used. This is because a "step address" branch goes directly 

to the specified address, while a "label" branch first goes to the top of memory, and then 

searches for the specified label. 
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To see the difference in branching speeds, first erase the program memory; then enter and 

run each of these programs: 

(Using a step address) 

j.3~)01 

~j(:tj.3 :3 GOTO 
00~~i5 t·iOP 
fH~j06 r'WP 

• • • 
(i21~'3 t·iCiP 
0:30~3 PAUSE 
~3:3(11 (~CiTC! 

(130:3 Et·Hi 

'9 
~j300 

The program on the left produces a relatively 

constant display of • 

(Using a label) 

00~30 CLEAR 
0001 F I ::.:; tj 

0~3~33 GOTO L tij.:::i 
(10(15 NOP 
0006 t·~ 0 F' 

• • • 
(12 '3 '3 t·Wp 
t13(H~1 LBL 

~3 ~~1 

~3302 PAij!:;E 
~~130:; GOTD L(1(1 
~J:::a35 END 

n nnnnnnnnn U·uuuuuuuuu 

The program on the right produces the same display, but now it is blinking. The blinking is 

caused by the extra time needed to search for label 00. 

Branching Errors 

Some unexpected results may occur if an incorrect branching address is used. For example, 

in each of the following sequences the GOTO indicates step 0200 but the branch is made to 

step 0199, since the specified step address is unavailable. 

(1050 • 01[i2 • 
[1051 GOTD (120(1 (1103 GDSUB 02 (H':1 
~jt153 • 0H35 • • • • • 
~:::i 1 :3:3 • ~~11 t;t;3 • 
0199 ~:; T (1 FW05 ~3 199 F I;:·:; c:-

.J 

~j201 • 02£11 • 
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This is OK for program operation, but if you wish to enter a program sequence beginning 

at step 0200 (over one of the previous sequences) and press [GOTO) 200 from the keyboard 

before setting :T·:~T ' the program counter would be automatically set to step 0199. In R·"D .... 
this case, entering a NOP will make step 0200 available. 

A more serious error occurs when a program 

branches into an alpha message, as in this 

sequence. 

Executing alpha instructions without first set­

ting the Alpha mode can cause unwanted re­

sults. In this case the calculator executes the 

instructions listed second. This second listing 

was made by setting the program counter to 

step 0300 (from the keyboard) and pressing 

8. 

Additional Alpha Characters 

(124:3 
0249 
.0251 

02'~4 
0295 
~3297 
02'38 
0~99 
0300 
0:301 
€1302 
0303 
0304 
0:305 
~~i:3 0f; 

0:;:00 
0:301 
~3:302 
~1303 
0:304 
0305 
0:306 

• 
GOTO ~330~3 

• • • 
• 

P F:: t·~ T .:': 
T 
I) 

T 
A 
L 

= 
PF::HH 
EHD.:x 

t;'Fi~ 2 
IF 8FG 5 
LOG 
SPAGE 
LOG 
PRINT 
END>:'! 

As described under "Editing Alpha", it's possible to print some characters not available via 

the standard Alpha mode. This is done by cancelling the Alpha mode and entering a regular 

instruction into an Alpha sequence. Then, running the entire alpha sequence prints the non­

standard character within the alpha message. 

Here is a list of the extra characters and the instruction to enter for each: 

Character: Instruction: 

(I 
1/X . ..-

1:1: STO E 
". RCLACC+ .i. 

IFCFG4 

-t IF CFG 5 

if IF CFG 6 

·l· IF CFG 8 
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By using two of these additional characters, 

you can print this line. 

by entering the program sequence on the 

right. Note that before entering each non­

standard character, the Alpha mode must be 

cancelled by setting RUN and then PRGM. 

After entering each character, the Alpha mode 
+ALPHA 

is reset by pressing • (~J . 

After the entire sequence has been entered, 

listing it again will show the new characters. 

Peripheral CALL Instructions 

;·~='l--:-2fl· 

0000 PRHT.:~ 
(1002 I •• ' 

o'~ 

00(1] = 
0004 'l 
0€1€15 IF CFG 4 
0€106 2 
0007 IF CFG 6 
0008 EtHI.:~ 

0009 EHD 

€1(1€H3 PRt·~To:·~ 
~30~32 

1 •• 1 

t"'" 
~3003 = 
0fH34 Y 
0005 
00€16 2 
~3007 1f 
(1008 EHD·:·~ 
~3009 END 

The general key sequences ~ ( n ) 0 through ~~Jil"J ( n ) 8 are reserved for use in 

controlling peripherals. Each interface currently in use defines the sequences as appropriate 

peripheral call instructions. For example, the sequence ~ CD 0 executes (or prog­

rams) a PLOT instruction when an HP 98132A Plotter Interface is used. With an HP 98134A 

General I/O Interface, ' :Never, the sequence ~~Jil"J CD 0 executes (or programs) a 

WRITE instruction. 

If you either execute or program any of those key sequences when the appropriate interface is 

not plugged in, the calculator will list the key sequence. The error message NO I/O DEVICE 

will appear, however, if the sequence is executed. For example, if the plotter interface is not 

plugged in: 
PRINTER .. FB RU.E) Set ALl and SW~T 

IORM PRGM 

Press ~~Jil"J CD 0 CAL.L lA 
t·iO I/O DEV ICE 
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At times, it may be necessary to enter a program having peripheral call instructions when the 

appropriate interface is not plugged in. After the program has been entered, edited and listed, 

record it on tape. Then, when you wish to run the program, plug in the required interface(s), 

switch the calculator on, and load the program back into the calculator. Now the call sequ­

ences are defined with their appropriate instructions. Here are two program sequences show­

ing call sequences listed with and without the plotter interface in use: 

Without Interface With Interface 

~3125 • 0125 • 
(i 126 CALL 1A t:1126 PLOT 
012::: IF ::.:: < 1_(' Qi 12;:: IF ;.::,::: 1'1,1 

~j 129 GOTO fH25 0129 GOTO 0125 
~j 1::::1 CALL 1 I 01:31 DRAH+ 
til :;::3. CALL 1E: 01:3:;: PENt 
0135 1 01:35 1 
01 :36 ~3 0136 0 
til::::? ENTE~:t 01 :;:7 EHTERt 
fi1 :3 !:! CALL lIt 01:3:3 t10VE 
(1140 • 0140 • 



74 Programming 



Cartridge 75 

4 
Tape Cartridge 

Introduction 

The built-in tape drive allows you to make permanent recordings of your programs and data, 

and then load each program or block of data back into the calculator as often as you wish . 

The tape drive is also used to load pre-recorded programs into the calculator. If you do not 

wish to store your own programs and data on tape, you need only read the following introduc­

tion to the tape cartridge and cleaning the tape head. Then read "Loading Programs", begin­

ning on page 84 . 

The tape drive keys are located with the prog­

ramming keys. All tape-drive operations are 

programmable. A summary of the operations is 

on the next page . 

J I 

~ ~Ej3 ~I~ 
I?G? ~EJ~ 

9,;! ~I;;Q~Q;J 

~cp' cp'g~ 

88~8 8 - .... - .. ,," _ .. 

Inserting a Cartridge 

I 

8 088 e 000 
e 000 
c:;J 800 
@ CD Q 

t--=---
I I 1111. 

88 Dcp lj 88 [7J ~ 
88 $$ 
80 $0 ·:§Ll 
c;;:J ~~ 
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Tape Instructions 

• MARK TAPE instructions are used to initialize a tape with blocks of empty files. 

Enter: and press 

Size of each file (in steps) --+Z 

Number of files in block (.,. 254) --+ Y 

first file number --+ X 

To determine the file size needed for data, multiply the number registers by 8. To use the primary 

track use positive file numbers; to use the secondary track use negative file numbers. To erase 

the rest of the track, place a negative number in Y. 
IOENT 

• To IDENTIFY a file, enter the file number in X and press • ~ . This information is placed 

in the stack: 

File type --+T 

Steps in use --+ Z 

File size --+ Y 

File number --+X 

File Types: 

o = program file 

1 = secured program 

2 = data file 

3 = special HP program' 

4 = secured special HP program' 

5 = empty file 

6 = extra file 

• To RECORD PROGRAMS, enter: and press 

Beginning step address --+ Y 

File number --+X 

The program memory is recorded into the file, until an END is recorded. 

• To LOAD PROGRAMS, enter: and press or program 

First step address --+ Y 

File number --+X 
lD&GO 

When the LOAD & GO instruction is used, the calculator runs the new program automatically. 

• To RECORD DATA, enter: and press 

Number of registers --+ Z 

First register number --+ Y 

File number --+ X 

• To LOAD DATA, enter: 

Starting register number --+ Y 

File number --+X 

and press 

The data is loaded, register by register, beginning at the register specified. 

'See footnote on page 82. 



• To VERIFY that the contents of a fi le is identical to that in the calculator memory, 

enter: and press 

Starting step address } 

or 

Starting register number 

~Y 

File number "':'X 

If the information in the file is not identical to that contained in the memory, "VERIFY FAILED" or 

"CHECKSUM ERROR" appears. 

• To RECORD SECURE programs, 

enter: 

'. Starting step address ~ Y 

File number ~ X 

and press 

Once a secured program is loaded back in the calculator, any attept to list, record, or edit 

programs will cause "SECURED MEMORY" to be printed . To clear the secured condition erase 

the memory or switch the calculator off . 

The Tape Cartridge 
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The tape drive uses a specially-designed, minature tape cartridge having about 140 feet 

(about 43 meters) of high-quality metal-oxide tape (see photo below). Typically, each car­

tridge can hold 4B, 200B-step programs or the contents of 12,000 data registers. Space is 

provided on the top and front of each cartridge for you to label its contents. 

Access cover 

RECORD slide 

The HP Tape Cartridge 

The photo above shows two built-in protection features. As the cartridge is removed from the 

tape drive, a small plastic cover snaps closed to protect the tape from dust and dirt. Position­

ing the "RECORD" slide to the left protects the tape from accidental erasure. This slide should 

be positioned to the right only when initializing the tape or recording information. 
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Inserting the Cartridge 

To insert a cartridge into the tape drive, first open the tape drive door. Then slide the cartridge 

into the drive, as shown on page 75, and close the door. It's recommended that you first press 

8 before removing a cartridge. This fully rewinds the tape to shield the recorded information 

against damage. Then press the eject bar. 

CAUTION 

Always remove the cartridge when it's not in use to protect 

the tape from dust. 

Stori ng Tapes 

As with most magnetic tape products, the information recorded in the tape cartridge can be 

altered or destroyed if it is exposed to a strong magnetic field, such as one produced by a 

bulk tape eraser, a toy magnet, or a metal detection device (like the ones used in many 

airports). If you keep your tapes in a metal container, such as a card index box, they will be 

protected from most magnetic fields. 

Cleaning the Tape Head 

To ensure the reliability of tape operations, it is recommended that the tape head be cleaned 

after every eight hours of tape operations . Furthermore, it's always a good idea to clean the 

tape head before making important recordings. 

Cleaning the Tape Head 
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The tape head is easily cleaned as follows: 

1. Press the eject bar and remove the tape cartridge. 

2. Clean the tape head with a cotton swab that has been dampened with head-cleaning 

solution. Just wipe the top of the tape head a few times with the swab. Also, remove 

any dirt on the rubber drive-wheel, using the same cotton swab. Then remove dust that 

has accumulated in the vicinity of the tape head. 

3. Re-insert the tape cartridge. Make sure that the door closes completely to prevent 

excess dust from accumulating. 

In conclusion, special care must be taken to ensure reliable tape cassette operations: 

• Keep the tape-drive door closed to prevent dust from accumulating. Also, remove the 

cartridge whenever it's not being used to protect the tape from dust. 

• Clean the tape head after every eight hours of tape operations and before making impor­

tant recordings. 

• Protect the tape from scratches, dust and magnetic fields, like those associated with 

high-voltage electrical equipment. This includes the rear panels of calculator peripheral 

devices. 

Error Detection 

The tape drive routinely checks to ensure that all the information being loaded into the cal­

culator corresponds exactly to that originally recorded. This is done by using a "checksum", 

which was stored on the tape when the information was first recorded. If an error is found 

during a LOAD DATA or LOAD PROGRAM operation, the file is automatically reloaded into the 

calculator. If the file cannot be loaded correctly after three tries, the operation is cancelled and 

"CHECKSUM ERROR" is printed. Typical causes for checksum errors are dirty, badly-worn, or 

partially-erased tapes or a dirty tape head. 

A checksum error does not mean that the program loaded in the calculator is completely 

wrong - usually only a few steps are missing or changed. It may be easier to first list the 

program and then edit in the incorrect steps, rather than keying in the entire program. 
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Initializing the Tape 
Tape File Structure 

Before a new (blank) tape can hold programs or data, it must be initialized with one or more 

MARK TAPE operations. Each MARK TAPE instruction records a block of empty files onto one 

track of the tape. The user specifies the size of each file and the number of files in each block. 

Here is a typical tape file structure: 

Beginning of 

tape marks 

Mark Tape 

file III file 1 file 2 file 3 (extra) 

. 
file -Ill file -1 file -2 

Tape File Structure 

Tracks Two tracks are available on each tape; each track can be ini­
tialized and used independently. To use the primary track. 
specify a positive file number in each tape-drive instruction; to 
use the secondary track. specify a negative file number in 
each instruction. 

BOF Gap The beginning of each file has a blank gap used to separate 
consecutive files. 

File 10 The file identifier contains information such as: the file num­
ber, the file type (program,data,etc.), the absolute file size 
(in steps), the current file size (number of steps currently in 
use), etc. 

File Body This is where your program or data is stored. The absolute file 
size specified in the MARK TAPE instruction determines the 
size of this area. 

End of tape mark 

. 
extra file 

Each instruction initializes one track on the tape with a block of empty files. These values must 

be specified in the stack (the integer portion of each value is used): 

Size of each file 
Number of files in block 
Number of first file 

~Z 

~y 

~X 

(max = 254) 

The file size is expressed in program steps. To determine the file size needed to hold a block 

of data (registers), multiply the number of registers by 8. 

After the specified number of files have been marked, an extra file is marked and the tape is 

positioned in front of the extra file. Since the extra file is included to facilitate marking addi­

tional files at a later time, it has no body. Now you can store either data or a program in each 

file, or you can mark more files beginning with that extra file. 
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For example, to initialize a new tape with five SOO-step files and two 300-step files on the 

primary track: 

1. Set s~~;,R and insert a new, unprotected tape cartridge. PflGMU 

2. Mark the first five files, beginning with file 0 : 

500 CENTER. ) 5 CENTER. ) 

After about 10 seconds the tape will be positioned in front of the extra file (file S). 

3. Now mark the two smaller files, beginning with file 5: 

300 ( ENTER. ) 2 CENTER. ) 

After the tape drive stops, the tape is positioned in front of the new extra file (7). Now the tape 

is marked like this: 

Mark 2 files 
Mark 5 files . 

I· · o 2 

(blank tape) 

As shown above, the files appear in numerical order, from 0 through 7. The first file on each 
track must be either file 0 (primary track; or file -0 (secondary track). 

Now let's mark three 1 OOO-step files on the secondary track, numbering them files -0 through 

-2: 

1000 ( ENTER. ) 3 CENTER. ) 

o@ _ (::::) 

After the tape drive stops, the tape is marked like this: 

\

• • ~_o .---'------'-_2--'-_3-"--_4 --,,-5--\.1_6 ~ Extra files 

. _ -0 -1 -2 1-31~ 

Notice that each 1 OOO-step file uses slightly less space than two SOO-step files. This is due to 

the extra space needed by the beginning of file gap and file ID areas. 
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Marking a Used Tape 

The MARK TAPE instruction is the same for both new and used tapes. But when marking a 

used tape, it is important to mark over, or erase, all old files which are no longer needed. This 

will prevent unexpected results, as described later. For example, to mark over files 3 through 7 

in the last example with ten new 1 ~O-step files, press: 

In this case all of the unwanted old files are erased by just marking the new ones. 

But when a MARK TAPE operation will not erase all old files, the calculator can be instructed to 

quickly erase the rest of the track by specifying a negative number of files (in Y) for the MARK 

TAPE operation.1 So, if you wished to replace all files on the primary track with one 500-step 

file, press: 

After the new file 0 is marked, the calculator will automatically erase the rest of the track and 
position the tape at the new extra file (file 1). 

Identify File 

The IDENTIFY instruction transfers this 10 in­

formation from the file indicated in X into the 

stack: 

File Type -+ T 
Steps in Use -+ Z 
File Size -+ Y 
File Number -+ X 

For your convenience, the file 10 information is 

printed automatically like this when the instruc­

tion is executed from the keyboard and the 

printer is switched on • 

'The automatic erase operation may take up to one minute. 

File Types: 
0= program file 
1 = secured program 
2 = data file 
3 = special HP program2 

4 = secured special HP program2 

5 = empty file 
6 = extra file 

FILE 
T,,!'PE 
USED 
NA::·:; 

o 
47 
200 

2These are programs which are written in a special language. loaded into data registers, and cannot be listed or modified by the 
user. To erase a special program, switch the calculator off. 



Here's a short tape list program. 

To run the program, enter the first file number 

to be listed and press 8 @ . 

The program runs until the end of tape is 

reached. Here's a sample printout. 

.A more-complete tape list program is available 

on the Utility and Test Cartridge supplied with 

your calculator. See the next page for user in­

structions. 

€H3ee F Df. 0 
€H3e2 sao A 
00~3:3 IF .... 
0004 :3FG 1 
fH305 I tlEt·n 
~3006 ROLl·J,. 
(1007 PRTSTK 
0008 SPACE 
0009 1 
0010 IF CFG 1 
01611 STO+ A 
0012 IF SFG 1 
€H:l1~: STO- A 
0014 RCl A 
0015 GOTO 0005 
~:1017 ENtI 

file number 5 
file type 0 
steps in use 4 7 
file size 5~30 

1 ..,.;,. 
.. I ... 

50(1 

7 
5 
o 

50€1 

Record & Load Programs 

Recording Programs 
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This instruction records the contents of the program memory from the current step address 

until an END is recorded. Before executing the instruction, these values must be specified in 

the stack: 

Beginning step address 
File number 

~y 

~X 
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If an END is not found, the rest of the program memory is recorded. If the file is too small or the 

tape is protected, the operation is cancelled (before the program is recorded) and an error 

message is printed. 

For example, if the tape is still marked as shown on page 81 and you wish to record that 

18-step tape list program just mentioned into file -2: 

To see if the program was recorded, 

Loading Programs 

FH_E 
T'r'FE 

-·2 

This key is used for loading both programs and data from tape into the calculator; the file type 

determines which operation is done. To load a program from a specified file into the calculator 

memory, these values must be in the stack: 

First step address -+ Y 
File number -+ X 

The file is loaded, beginning at the specified step address. If the file is of the wrong type or 

there is not enough program memory available, the operation is cancelled and an error 

message is printed. See "Error Detection" on page 79. 

For example, to load the tape list program from the Utility and Test Cartridge beginning at step 

0000, first insert the test cartridge into the tape drive and press [.~D] . Then press: 

8 40 @ [LOAD] 

To verify that the program is loaded, run it. 

8@ 



Now enter the first file number to be listed and 

press @ again. Here's a sample printout. 

Segmented Programs 

FILE r~O. 
TYPE 
I t'1 USE 
SIZE 

..... t1 

244 

FIL.E t·~O. --1 
T'lPE ~:~ 

FILE [·W. 
T'/FE 

SIZE 

FILE r·W. 
T'/PE 
It·{ U~:;E 

SIZE 

FILE t·W. 
T\'PE 
I t·~ USE 
SIZE 

95 

-2 

-'.,' '-' .-, 
.:'1 

'-4 

22? 
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The technique of recording program segments or subroutines in separate files and using a 

mainline program to call and run each segment, as needed, offers tremendous flexibility. This 

method enables one program to call hundreds of segments, each of which is loaded and run 

in the same area of memory. 

8 The LOAD & GO instruction is a programmable means of automatically loading and 
lD&GO 

running a specified program. The same values used for the LOAD PROGRAM instruction are 

used: 

Starting step address -+ Y 
File number -+ X 
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Here is a simple supervisory program that calls 

and runs a series of subroutines. The user 

entry at step 0017 determines which file is 

loaded first. Then each successive file is 

loaded in the same area of memory. beginning 

at step 0028. 

The three subroutines called are shown below. 

The first two return control to the mainline prog­

ram. but the last one ends the program. 

File 1 

3330 PRHTeo: 
0002 F 
f1003 I 
0(1f14 L 
0(H35 E 
fH3~36 
0(a37 1 
000:3 
(100'3 L 
0~Zi10 0 
0~~111 A 
0~312 Ii 
~Zi~313 E 
0f114 Ii 
fHZii 5 Et4D·:·: 
0[116 GOTO ~Zi~:i24 
0~Zi18 END 

File 2 

(1 3 0 i) P R t·n .:.: 
03(12 F 
0~3~Zi:::: I 
0(134 L 
tH305 E 
0(136 
00~:i7 2 
~Zi0~3:3 
0~30'1 L 
3[110 (I 
0011 A 
(H312 D 
(1(113 E 
fH314 D 
131315 Et·H!,:·: 
0016 GO TO 0324 
0018 END 

o ~~H:Hj C LEA F.: 
~3001 F U-:: 0 
~3003 PPHT·:·: 
~30fi5 L 
00~36 0 
~3fHZi7 A 
fH30::: II 
~30fi'3 
0~3 PZi F 
0f11 i I 
0012 L 
(i~)1:3 E 
0(114 
~~1 ~~i 1 5 .';. 
0~316 Er·W.:·; 
~Zi317 STOP 
331:3 PPIHT 
(1319 STC! 
~Zi~323 2 
~3321 8 
~)~322 k:C:L 
3023 LDi~.:GO 
3~324 1 
~3325 STO+ 
(1326 GOTO 
0328 Et·4I1 

File 3 

030(1 PRHT.:·: 
~33i)2 F 
000:;; I 
~3(i(i4 L 
(1005 E 
0fH:16 
0~~1(i7 :3 
eW08 
0~30'3 L 
0~31(1 I) 

0~311 R 
0(112 II 
0313 E 
0014 II 
~3015 EHD.:·; 

A I. 

A 

A 
~3~32~Zi 

f1(116 GOTO 0(124 
0~31 ::: END 
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Immediately after file 1 is loaded, the memory is arranged as shown below. Although this 

example shows loading program segments after the supervisory program, they could be 

loaded anywhere in the memory, even directly over the·LOAD & GO step. 

Supervisor 

1211210121 ~:::1 

(H3~3~3 CLEAR 
(H3fj1 F I;:·:; 121 
121 (H33 PRHTo:,~ 

12112105 L 
121 £ifj 6 0 
fj~3fj7 A 
121(10::: It 
121009 
1211211 ~3 F 
1211211 1 T 

! 

12112112 L 
12101:3 E 
121014 
~3fj15 I) 

fj~H6 EHIt,,)! 
12112117 ~3TI]P 
(101~:! PRINT 
(112119 STi) A 
(H32~3 

. ..., 

.:::. 
(1021 ,-. ,..' '-' 
(1022 RCl A 
0(;23 LDg.:(;O 
(H324 1 
(1025 STO+ A 
~:::i(126 (;OTO (H320 

As another example, this program sequence 

loads and runs either file 5 or 6, depending on 

whether flag 1 is set or clear. The file is loaded 

beginning at step 0000. Even if the new prog­

ram is loaded over the LOAD & GO step, prog­

ram control will still resume at the first step of 

the new program. 

~3~~i2B 
~3 (13(1 
~3 121:;: 1 
(H332 
~;:1 ~j :::: 3 
(H;:134 
012135 
0€i:~~6 
~3 (1 :::: 7 
~~10 :3:3 
(1121:;::'3 
('1(14(1 
(H341 
~~104 2 
(H34:3 
lH144 
~J€146 
~jfj4::: 

~3 199 
'j2~3fj 
~i2 ~] 1 
02(12 
02~0:::: 
~32~j4 

~32fj5 
~~i2f16 

Subroutine 

F' F.~ t·~ T 1:;! 

F 
T 
1 

L 
E 

1 

l 
0 
A 
D 
r-c. 
D 
E ~i It ':': 
I~OTi) (H324 
(;OTO fH324 
Et·4D 

• 
CLEAR 
IF I ... ·t"";-·:.r 1,,3 1 
5 
I .... CF(; 1 r 
6 
LD:~~(;O 

E t'1 Ii 
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Linking Programs 

An extremely long mainline program can be separated into parts, with each part being re­

corded into its own file. The LOAD & GO instruction can be added to the end of each part to 

call and run the parts in succession. An example is shown below. 

Part A (file 0) 

(i466 • 
fJ46? CLEAF:: 
(14 6 ;:: 1 
~2146'3i LDg.:GO 
~~i4?~3 Et'~D 

Part B (file 1) 

f14E;O • 
[i461 CLEAf;:~ 
(1462 2 
~346:;: LD!~.;(;C! 

~~i4 6 4 E t·m 

Part C (file 2) 

~J4 7(1 • 
~J4 71 Et·m 

Each LOAD & GO instruction loads the next part directly over the old one and then transfers 

control to the new part. Each part has an END step to permit recording and loading, even 

though only the END in part C is executed. 

Record & Load Data 
Record Data 

DATA 

.(.~ 

This instruction records the contents of a block of numbered data registers into a specified 

file. These values must be specified: 

Number of registers ~ Z 
First register number ~ Y 
File number ~ X 

The record operation begins with the first register number. If the specified registers are not 

assigned, or if the file is too small or of the wrong type, or if the tape is protected, the record 

operation is cancelled and an error message is printed. Also, if the number of registers (in Z) is 

less than 1, an error message appears. 



Here are two example uses for the RECORD DATA instruction: 

Example #2 

Example #1 009'3 • 
~310t1 1 
0101 ~3 
0102 Et·nEF.:l 
~3 U3:3 0 
0104 Et-4TEF.:l 
01 ti5 PR~n,:~ 

€1l07 F 
01€1:3 I 
€1l0'3 l 
0110 E 
~~1l11 # 
0112 
tll 1 :;: ? 
0114 E ~HI':1. 
~3115 !:;TOP 
€1l16 PF.:H4T 
0117 F.:CDATA 
~3118 Et-lD 

Example #1 records the contents of registers 

o through 9 into the file specified by the user 
entry at step 0115. 

0t10~~i 
0~j~31 

0€102 
0~j03 
0~j04 

€i005 
tW06 
00€i7 
€i008 
tH3€19 
001 t1 
001 1 
0012 
~301 3 
0015 
0~316 
~3~317 
0~319 
002~~i 
0~~i21 
~~1022 
0t.Zi2:;: 
~)024 

0026 
0027 
0028 
0t.Z129 
0(1::::0 
~j032 

0€1:3 :3 
0034 
00::::5 
00:36 
0~3:;:7 

ti038 
0039 
0040 
0041 
0042 
0~j43 

0044 
0045 
0046 
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!:;TO A 
ROll·l· 
STO B 
CU< 
STO r -' 
RCl r -' 
I DEt·a 
F.:Oll·l· 
STO D 
ROll·'/" 
ROll·l· 
5 
IF ::-:: = '0(1 

GOTO €H~ll '3 
1 
STO+ r ... 
GOTO 00t15 
F.:CL E: 
!:: 

* RCl It 
IF ::.::< :0''' 

GOTO 0t.Z1l5 
RCl B 
F:.CL A 
RCl C 
RCDATA 
F'Rt~T';: 
D 
A 
T 
A 

I 
N 

F 
I 
L 
E 
PF:. I t-4T 
E t-4 II ,:~ 
EtHI 

Example #2 records the contents of the registers specified in X and Y into the first available 

file on the primary track. To run the program, first insert a tape with at least one empty file of an 

adequate size to hold the data. Then enter the number of registers to be recorded in Y and the 

starting (lowest) register number in X and press 8 @ . the program searches the tape, 

beginning at file 0, until an empty file of adequate size is found. After the data is recorded, the 

file number is printed. 
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Load Data 

This key is used for both LOAD DATA and LOAD PROGRAM instructions; the file type deter­

mines which operation is done. To reproduce a block of data into a specified area of the 

calculator memory, these values must be in the stack: 

Starting register number --+ Y 
File number --+ X 

The data is loaded, register by register, beginning at the specified register. If the file is not 

type 2, or if there are not enough data registers available to hold the data, the operation is 

cancelled and an error message is printed. See "Error Detection" on page 79. 

A programmed use of the Load Data instruc­

tion is shown here. 

The user enters the number of registers to be 

established (Y) and the file number (X) at step 

0099. The program then establishes the 

needed registers and loads the data, begin­

ning at register 000. 

€i094 
~3095 
0f1'37 
~3 (; l3f!:; 
&1(199 
~3 1 (1~~i 
0 1 e 1 
e 1 ~:12 
0 i 0:3 
(1 1 04 
~3 1 ~35 

Additional Operations 
Verify 

VERIFY 

.(R~ 

• 
F I '.J 

I'''': 0 
eLi':: 
#REG:3 
STOP 
,;~.:;;,: y 
#F.:EG::; 
C:L;:< 
l~.l ..,:;. =.} 
{'; "="" i 

LOAn 
• 

This instruction compares the information recorded on a file with the existing program or data 

in the calculator memory. 

To verify a program file, these values must be in the stack: 

Starting step address --+ Y 
File number --+ X 

To verify a data file, these values must be in the stack: 

Starting register number --+ Y 
File number --+ X 

The VERIFY instruction is most easily done directly after a LOAD or RECORD operation, since 

the required values are already in the stack. 
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If the information in the file is not identical to that contained in the memory, the error message 

"VERIFY FAILED" or "CHECKSUM ERROR" is printed. Neither of these two errors will halt 

program operation when program flag 6 is set. In this case, program flag 5 is automatically set 

by either error. 

An example use of the VERIFY instruction is 

this program segment. 

which compares the data just recorded with 

the original data. 

If the recorded data is identical to the original 

data, the file number is printed. But if a VERIFY 

FAILED or CHECKSUM error occurs, then flag 

5 is set, the program loads the data into the 

next consecutive file, and the new file is 

checked. 

Secure Programs 

(1099 
0100 
0101 
0102 
0H3~: 
0104 
0105 
0106 
0107 
0108 
01t1'3 
0111 
0112 
011:3 
0115 
0116 
0118 
0120 
€1121 
0122 
0123 
0124 
0125 
0126 
0127 
0128 
012'3 
01 :30 
0131 
01:32 
013:3 
(1134 

• 
2 
5 
EHTERt 
0 
RCL 
ft~CDATA 
SFG 
VERIFY 
IF CFG 
GOTO 
1 
STO+ 
GOTO 
RCL 
FIN 
PRHT,:·! 
D 
A 
T 
A 

I 
N 

F 
I 
L 
E 
PRINT 
Et'Hlc~ 

• 

A 

6 

record data 
in file "A". 

5 } If verify OK go 
0115 tostep0115. 

A increment A and 
}

. If verify failed, 

0105 go to step 0105. 

A 
~3 

Print: 
DATA IN FILE X. 

The RECORD SECURE instruction is a means of recording private programming on tape. The 

instruction puts a program into a specified file. like the RECORD PROGRAM instruction, 

except that the program is identified as "file type 1" - secured. These values must be in the 

stack: 

Starting step address -+ Y 
File number -+ X 
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This operation does not affect the current programming in the memory; only the recorded 

program is secured. A secured program can be loaded back into the calculator by using a 

normal load instruction and then run in the normal way. 

Once a secured program is in the calculator, any attempt to list, record, or edit the program 

will cause "SECURED MEMORY" to be printed. The user can run, but not see, a secured 

program. 

NOTE 

When a secured program is in the calculator, all other prog­

ramming with it is also secured. Data registers, however, 

are not affected. 

To clear this secured condition, either erase the memory (set the Program mode and press 

o 0) or switch the calculator off. 
MEIIORY DELETE 

The Autostart Feature 

When the mode switch is set to AUTOSTART, switching the calculator on automatically loads 

and runs the program in file O. The Utility and Test Cartridge uses this feature to automatically 

load and run a directory of test programs. This allows you to select and run any test by 

pressing just one key. 

Operating Hints 

Halting the Tape Drive 

In general, any tape-drive instruction can be halted by pressing @ once. An alternate way to 

halt the drive immediately is to press the eject bar. 

Tape Storage Capacity 

The following table lists typical 1 storage capacities for each track of an HP tape cartridge. 

Remember that 8 program steps are required to hold each data register. 

'Due to electrical and mechanical variations, the actual capacity for each tape could vary from +9% to -17% of the typical values 
given. 



Cartridge 93 

Typical Storage Capacities 

Size of File in Number of Files 
steps (and registers) per Track 

Typical Minimum 
8 (1 ) 

16 (2) 
32 (4) 254 254 
64 (8) 

128 (16) 246 204 
256 (32) 161 134 
472 (59) 102 85 

1000 (125) 53 44 
1500 (187) 37 31 
2008 (251) 28 23 

A program is available on the Utility and Test Cartridge to help you to determine your tape 

storage needs. To load the program, first insert the test cartridge and press 8 . Then press: 

8 41 @ [LOAD] 

To start the program, press 8 @ . 

Now enter the number of files and file size for 

each block of files needed, pressing @ after 

each entry. The program computes and prints 

the typical percentage of tape (one track) 

needed for each block of files. A sample print­

out is shown here. 

TAPE CAPAC I T'l 

NO. OF FILE::;? 
1 fi 

FILE SIZE? 
50fi 

FILES NEED 
H3. :3~'~ OF Tf;.:AC~:: 

t·w. OF FILES? 
255 

<t'1A::<= 254 FILES 
PER TRACK) 

FILE SIZE? 

FILES NEED 
9'3. p~ OF TRACK 
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Master Recordings 

Since a vast amount of information can be stored on a single tape cartridge, loss of the tape's 

contents (e.g., normal tape wear, physical damage, exposure to a strong magnetic field, or 

instrument failure) could be extremely expensive to the user ... both in time and resources lost. 

One method of preventing such a loss is to make a duplicate recording of each often-used or 

valuable tape, and then store the "master tapes" in a safe place. The practice of making 

master tapes should be considered mandatory when tapes are used on a daily basis! 

Re-Marking Used Tapes 

A tape which is not protected (the RECORD slide is positioned to the right) may be re-marked 

by performing the correct MARK TAPE operation (s). If possible, the track should be com­

pletely re-marked by using the auto-erase option (i.e., mark over all existing files), since, if 

only a portion of the track is re-marked, the old files which remain may cause problems. 

Here are two situations that may occur when old files remaining on a track are not erased. The 

first diagram shows the file sequence resulting after a track, which originally contained 20 

five-register files, is re-marked with 5 ten-register files. Notice that files 6 through 8 are now 

absent1 and some of the old files (and their contents) remain. 

• • 
Original Sequence 

I· I 0 I 1 2 I 3 I 4 15*1 ( • 
New sequence 

I· I 0 1 1 I 2 3 I 4 15*1 9 110 111 112113 114 115 11611711 B 119 120*1 ( • 
Resulting Files (file numbers missing) 

An attempt to use one of the missing files would cause the tape drive to search back and forth 

between files 5 and 9. When the missing file is not found after five passes, the operation is 

cancelled and "FILE NOT FOUND" is printed. 

The next diagram shows the file sequence resulting after a track which originally contained 5 

eight-register files is re-marked with 5 four-register files. Some file numbers on the track are 

now duplicated. 

'The exact number of missing files may vary. 
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In some cases this arrangement may cause the tape to go to an old file, rather than a new file 

of the same number. For example, if the tape is positioned at file 2, an instruction to use file -4 

would use the old file -4! 

1 · : 
0 2 

• 
-0 -1 -2 -3 -4 I-51 

3 ( 

) 

I· .: 0 I 2 I 
-0 -1 -2 \ -3 I -4 1-5\ -3 -4 I-51 

3 

) 
, 

new files 

Recording Special Functions 

A complete set of special functions can be recorded into one file by placing an END after the 

last RETURN instruction in the last function and specifying the beginning step address of the 

first function in the RECORD PROGRAM instruction. Be sure that an END is used after the last 

function to be recorded, otherwise, the calculator will attempt to record the rest of the program 

memory - until an END is found. 
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5 
Special Functions 

The lower-left block of keys, 0 through 0 , 
can be defined to call and run your own special 

functions. A summary of special functions is 

listed below. 

.1 I 

~~~@~ 
E;J~r;JEl~ 

QQ;)gc;pc;P. 

Q9.;l9.;lgc;p 
Q;.l9.;.lQ9.:)Q;) 

I 

e 088 
e 000 
~ 000 
~ 800 
@ CQ Q 

f--=-
I I 11---

88 D~ =~ 88 $cp ., 

88 $$ 
8@ $0 ~Ej 
( ::::: ) ~~ 

• Each special function is actually a subroutine beginning with a label name (A through 0) and 

ending with a RETURN. Blank key-overlays are provided for you to identify each defined 

function. 

• To run each defined function from the keyboard, press the corresponding key. 

• To call the function as a subroutine from a program, use a GOSUB . 

• Special functions can be nested seven deep. "GOSUB OVERFLOW" appears when an 

eighth nesting level is attempted. 

Defining Functions 

Each special function key is defined by entering the function steps in the program memory. 

Each function must begin with the key's corresponding label name and end with a RETURN 

instruction. Any programmable instruction can be used in special functions. 

For example, the three hyperbolic functions shown below can easily be defined as special 

functions. 

eX -e- x 
Function A = sinh(X) = 

2 

eX +e- x 
Function B = cosh(X) = .::.......-2~-

Function C = tanh(X) = :: ~ : =: 
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Each function can be stored anywhere in the program memory. Here are the functions, to­

gether, beginning at step 0300: 

Function A Function B 

~3:3 ~3 ~~1 LE:L (1:312 LBL 
A B 

0::::02 !:;TI) A ~~1:314 ~:no. A 
~3:3(1:::: e l~'~ ~3:3i5 et~·~ 
~3:304 RCL A 0:316 RCL A 
0:305 +.:. -:-- ~3:317 +#-
0:306 e ·t· ~.~ 0:318 e'l::-:: 
0:307 - 0:31'~ + 
~~1:308 .-, -.::. (1320 2 
(1:309 0321 
0:310 F'rnNT 0:~:22 PfUNT 
(131 1 F.:ETUR~~ 0:~:2~! F.:ETURt4 

Function C 

0324 LE:L 
r -' 

[1326 Et·HERt 
~3327 e'f'::':: 
0~:28 ~;TO A 
0:~:2J3 ::-::~ t,(, 

03:30 +#-
0:331 e .r-::.:: 
0:3:32 STO B 
~::. .':) .:. ') 
_I .j '.' . .J -
~j:334 RCL A 
0335 F.:CL B 
(1:::::36 + 
(1:337 
(133::: PF.: HE 
033'3 RETURt·i 

Running Functions 

To execute each special function from the keyboard, enter the appropriate values in the stack 

and press the assigned special function key. The calculator will automatically go to the label 

and run the function. When the RETURN is executed, the calculator will reset the program 

counter to its original address and halt. 

For example, to execute each of the hyperbolic functions from the keyboard, enter a value in X 

and press the assigned key. 
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First calculate sinh 1T and display the result to four places: 

" 
Now calculate tanh 1.07: 

Defined functions can also be called from a program as a subroutine. For example, to call the 

sinh(X) function from step 0201 of a program, use one of these sequences: 

~3200 • 
~3201 GOSUB A 
02~3:::: • 

In each sequence, the program will return to the next step after the function is executed. If a 

GOTO is used to call a function, however, the function will be executed, but the RETURN at the 

end of the function will cause "MISSING GOSUB" to appear and halt the program. 

Key Overlays 

The key overlays supplied with the calculator can be used to identify defined special-function 

keys. You can write on each overlay using either a pencil or a bali-point pen. Then place the 

overlay over the function keys when the functions are in the memory. A key overlay identifying 

the three hyperbolic functions defined earlier is shown below. 

To order additional blank key overlays, specify HP part number 7120-4691. 
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Nesting Special Functions 

Special functions called from the keyboard can be nested seven deep; that is, one function 

can call another function, which calls a third function, etc. If an eighth function is called, 

however, without first returning to at least the sixth function, the error message "GOSUB 

OVERFLOW" appears and the program halts. 

Before calling functions which use nesting, press 8 to ensure that the nesting level is set to 

zero. This is because the same device used to remember subroutine return-addresses is used 

when special functions are nested. 

Special functions called from a program are treated exactly like subroutines and can be 

nested, together with subroutines, to a depth of seven. Again, pressing or executing END 

resets the nesting level to zero. 

A Program Directory 

The following pages show how the special function keys can be used to create a convenient 

"program directory" - a means of indexing or calling a program on tape by pressing a single 

key. 

A part of a directory program which shows the 

basic sequence for calling programs is shown 

here. 

After this program is loaded, 0 is defined to 

load and run the program in file 1, 0 is de­

fined to load and run file 2, etc. Each function 

loads the new program over the directory, be­

ginning at step 0000. A key overlay for these 

functions could be used to identify the prog­

ram available via each key. 

~j(1(10 

(10~j2 

000:3 
~3004 
~3005 
(1(1(16 
(1(Hj7 
0~~108 
00(19 
(1(11 (1 

0011 
0(112 
~jO 13 
~~1 (114 
~3015 
(1016 
0017 
0018 

PRNT·:-: 
II 
I 
F.: 
E 
j. 

'-' 
T 
0 
R 
III 

L 
0 
A 
D 
E 
II 
EHIt,:1. 

(con't) 



The alpha message "DIRECTORY LOADED" 

and the STOP instruction are included be­

cause the directory could be recorded on file 0 

and automatically loaded and run using the 

AUTO START mode. 

Load and 
Run file 1 

Load and 
Run file 2 

€HH '9 STOP 
0~Z12€1 LBL 

A 
0(122 CLEAR 
~j02:3 1 
~~1~j24 LDg.:GO 
0025 RETURt·~ 
0~j26 LBL 

B 
~j02g CLEAR 
0~j29 2 
00:3~~1 LD}}-.GO 
€Hj:31 RETURN 
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This method of calling programs has one disadvantage: the subroutine nesting level is set 

one deep as the function is started; and since the RETURN is not executed, the level remains 

one deep when the new program is loaded. This limits the new program to only six levels of 

nesting. 

An alternate method of writing functions per­

mits calling a function without changing the 

nesting level. To do this, begin each function 

with two consecutive LABEL instructions and 

omitting the RETURN. Here's an example. 

Now, when 0 is pressed, the calculator ini­

tially remembers the current step address but 

erases it when the consecutive labels are exe­

cuted; thus, the nesting level remains un­

changed. This latter method is used in many of 

the prerecorded programs available from HP. 

015'3 
0151 
0152 

0154 

0156 
8157 
015:3 
81 ~i'9 

8161 

816:;: 
€1164 
~j 165 
0166 

~3168 

(1178 
0171 
~j 1 72 
017:::: 

• 
STOP 
LBL 
A 
LBL 
A 
CLEAR 
1 
LDg.:GO 
LBL 
B 
LBL 
8 
tLEAF.: 
,-, 
.::. 
LD:~:GO 
L8t. 
r--' 
LBL 
r--' 
CLEAR 
':' 
'-' 
LD8.:GO 
• 
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Appendix 1 

Installation Procedure 

This appendix contains inspection and installation procedures for your calculator. Procedures on 

installing other parts of your calculator system are described in the manuals furnished with each 

peripheral or interface. 

Inspection Procedure 

Each part of your calculator system was carefully inspected before it was shipped to you. All 

equipment should, therefore, be free of scratches and should operate properly. Carefully inspect 

the calculator, peripheral equipment, cables, etc., for physical damage sustained in transit. Notify 

HP and file a claim with the carrier if there is any such damage. 

Please check to ensure that you have received all of the items which you ordered and that any 

options specified on your order have been installed in your calculator. Decals located under the 

calculator's top-cover show the number of any internal option installed. Also check to ensure that 

all accessories are present (refer to "Equipment Supplied"). 

If you wish to check the operation of all, or part, of your system refer to Appendix 2. Before 

running any test, however, be certain that your calculator is properly installed. 

If you have any difficulties with your system, if it is not operating properly, or if any items are 

missing, contact your nearest HP Sales and Service Office; addresses are supplied in Appendix 

2. 
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Equipment Supplied 

The following items are packaged with each HP 9815A Calculator. Peripheral devices and 

interface cards are packaged separately; each of these has its own manual or operating note 

and may also have extra items packaged with it. 

Standard Calculator Accessories 

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY HP PART NUMBER 

Operating Manual 09815-90000 

Beginner's Guide 1 09815-90001 

Qu ick Reference 1 09815-90010 

Utility and Test Cartridge 09815-1 0004 

Data Cartridge (blank) 1 9162-0061 

Printer Paper 3 rolls (see below) 

Program Pad 1 09815-90011 

Key Overlays (blank) 6 7120-4691 

Utility Programs 1 09815-10000 

Power Cord (see next figure) 

Spare Fuses: 

1.5 A normal blo 1 2110-0043 

.75 A normal blo 1 2110-0033 

Dust Cover 1 9222-0490 

Tape Head Cleaner 1 can 8500-1251 

When ordering paper specify six-roll packs, HP part number 9270-0479. 

Power cords with different plugs are available for the calculator; the part number of each cord is 

shown below. Each plug has a ground connector. The cord packaged with each calculator 

depends upon where that calculator is to be delivered. If your calculator has the wrong power 

cord for your area, please contact you local HP Sales and Service Office. 

8120-1351 8120-1369 8120-1689 8120-1348 8120-0698* 

'UL approved for use in the United States of America with calculators set for either 220V or 240V operation. 
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Power Requirements 

The 9815A Calculator has the following power requirements: 

• Line Voltage: The calculator operates from nominal powerline voltages of 100, 120,200, 

and 240 Vac. The range of operation is from -10% to +5% of each nominal voltage. Two 

switches on the rear panel enable anyone of the four voltages to be selected. 

• Line Frequency: The calculator can be operated with any line frequency from 48 Hz to 

66 Hz (nominally 50 Hz and 60 Hz). 

• Power Consumption: The calculator requires a maximum of 75 voltamps. 

Grounding Requirements 

To protect operating personnel, the National Electrical Manufacturers' Association (NEMA) re­

commends that the calculator chassis be grounded. The calculator is equipped with a three­

conductor power cable which, when connected to an appropriate power receptacle, grounds the 

chassis. To preserve this protection feature, do no operate the calculator from an ac power outlet 

that has no ground connection. 

Fuses 

The calculator fuse is located under the top cover, as shown in the next figure. The fuse is either a 

1.5A fuse for 100 or 120 Vac operation, or a .75A fuse for 220 or 240 Vac operation. 

WARNING 

TO AVOID THE POSSIBILITY OF SERIOUS INJURY, AL­

WAYS DISCONNECT THE CALCULATOR FROM ITS 

POWER SOURCE BEFORE CHANG ING A FUSE. 

To change a fuse, first disconnect the power cable from the calculator. Then remove the roll of 

printer paper and press inward on the fuse-holder cap while twisting it counterclockwise. Now 

remove the cap and fuse, remove the fuse from the cap, and insert the replacement fuse (either 

end) into the cap. Finally, put the fuse and cap back into the fuse holder, press on the cap, and 

twist it clockwise until it locks in place. 
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The Calculator Fuse 

Initial Turn-On 
1. With the calculator disconnected from its ac power source, verify that the correct cal­

culator fuse has been installed for the powerline voltage in your area (refer to the previous 

section). 

2. Next ensure that the two switches on the rear panel are set for the correct powerline 

voltage. The figure below shows the correct settings for each nominal line voltage. If it 

is necessary to alter the setting of either switch, use a screwdriver to slide the switch 

so that the positions of the switches correspond to the desired voltage, as shown in the 

second figure. 

240 220 240 220 240 220 240 220 
I I I I I I I I 

I I I I I I Cf=? I I I 
120 100 120 100 120 100 120 100 

~ H ~ ~ 
I I I I I I I I I • I 

100V 120V 220V 240V 

Switch Settings for the Nominal Powerline Voltages 

3. Set the power switch, located on the front of the calculator, to the 0 ~ I (off) position. 

Connect the power cord to the power input connector on the rear panel; then plug the 

other end of the power cord into a suitable ac power outlet. 

Switch the calculator on 0 ~ I ; the display 0 . 00 indicates that the calculator is 

ready to operate. If any other display appears, or if there is no display, switch the cal­

culator off and turn to Appendix 2, "Service". 
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Appendix 2 

Service 

This appendix describes using the Utility and Test Cartridge (HP Part No. 09815-10004) for 

checking operation of your calculator. Also included here are maintenance procedures which 

should be done periodically, and lists of peripheral tests and example programs available on 

the test cartridge. 

Service Contracts 

Service contracts are available for all HP calculators and calculator-related equipment. For 

further information contact any HP sales and service office. 

Calculator Tests 

The Utility and Test Cartridge supplied with your calculator contains a complete set of cal­

culator test programs. If any of these tests fails after repeated tries, your calculator requires 

service - contact an HP sales and service office for assistance. Office locations are listed on 

pages 115-116. 

To load and run the test program directory: 

1. Open the tape drive door; 

2. Slide in the cartridge, so that the label 

is right-side-up and facing you; 
PRIITER 

3. Set ::CEJ and .::: B START 
.... PROM 

Switch the calculator off 0" I and on 

o~ . 

AUTO START 

UTILITY ~< TEST 
CA~:TR I DGE 

FOR CALC. TESTS 
PRESS (l)(RIJH) 



108 Service 

4. To run the test programs, press: 

5. If the calculator has 2008 program 

steps (Option 001), press: 

If the calculator has 472 program steps 

(basic memory), press: 

( 0 )@ 
6. After this directory is printed. 

select the test by pressing the indi­

cated key. Then compare your results 

with the following descriptions. Typical 

running times are listed with each. 

Each test, except the Memory test, 

runs once and halts. The Memory test 

runs continuously until the calculator is 

switched off. 

If you wish to run any test (except 

"Keyboard") continuously, press 

(~.) CD before pressing the indi­

cated key. 

NOTE 

'3:315A CALCULATOF.~ 
TES;T E:}~EF.~C I SEF.~ 

PROGRAt'1S 

2008 PF.~GN STEPS? 

l='tE::; 
0=HO 

PRESS ONE OF 
THE FOLLOl.JI NG 
}::: E ·i~;. 

KEY 
A 
8 
C 
D 
E 
F 

TEST 
II I SPLA'/ 
PRIHTER 
KE'/80ARII 
RON 
rlEt'lORY 
COf'1PLETE 

If MEMORY OVERFLOW is printed after the directory, the 

wrong memory size was indicated in step 5. Return to step 3 

and reload the directory program. 
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o Display Test (30 seconds) 

Run this test to check each display digit and segment. The display sequence is shown below. 

The test is complete when 0 (n) is displayed. 

When the test is run continuously, n indicates the number of completed tests. Press @ once 

to halt the test. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

(start) 

CICIOOCICICI 0 1,1,1,1",1,1,1, 
LILILILIULIUUOOOOOOOO 

IlCi II II 11111111 1111 II II II II 1111 
0000000000000000 

111111111111111111111111111111I1 
0000000000000000 

1111111111111111110000000 
OOOOOOOOOUUUUUUU 

11111111111111111111111111111111 
0000000000000000 

11111111111111111111111111111111 
0000000000000000 

11111111111111111111111111111111 
0000000000000000 

(blank) 

~~ - (each digit)-
U 
/..:.1 

n 

(end) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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o Printer Test (25 seconds) 

Compare your printout with the sample shown 

here. 

Check for missing or extra dots (the print de­

nsity will not be completely uniform). Also 

check the length of the solid block of dots. 

When 0 is displayed, the test is complete. 

When the test is run continuously, the display 

indicates the number of completed tests. Press 

@ once to halt the test. 

o Keyboard Test (1 minute) 

blank 

about 10cm 
(4 inches) 

16 "j" 
characters 

111111 

IIIII IIIII 
.•... 

..... 

..... 

..... 

..... 

..... 

....• 

This test checks each key and switch on the calculator keyboard. After pressing 0, wait for 

the tape drive to halt. Then set: 

( ) 

After 1 is displayed, press each key once in the order shown by the next figure. The display 

increments as each key is pressed, indicating the next key to be pressed. If a key is pressed 

out of sequence, or if a key is defective, FAIL n is printed. n indicates either the correct key to 

press or the defective key. And, if FAIL n is not printed when a key is pressed continuously, 

that key is defective. 
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START 

~GJ CD CD 0 CD 8 888 00 GJ GJ 
~ 

0 00 GJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 
~ 

0 00 0 0 GQ 8 0 00 08 0 G9J 
~ 

0 CD 0 CD 0 8 000 80 GiJ 0 
~ 

0 0 0 00 00 0 GQ 0 GQ 0 GU 

Keyboard Test 

The final display is • 
111- 1111 
,- L - LILI 

IC 
10 

11,,111 
LIe ,LI 

RU"U Now set S~"i.R~ and the test is complete. 
PROM 

If FAIL n is printed repeatedly, restart the test by switching the calculator off and return to step 

3 on page 107. 

8 ROM Test (3 seconds) 

This test checks all read-only-memories in the 

calculator and in any interfaces plugged in. 

The correct displays are. 

When the test is run continuously, n indicates 

the number of completed tests. Press @ 
once to halt the test. 

(----------------) 
( 

;'III-CC 
,1-11:1:1 1 

( n 

) 

) 

If FAIL n is displayed, switch the calculator off, disconnect all interfaces and run the test again 

(return to step 3 on page 1 07). If the test still fails, the calculator requires service. If a failure 

occurs only when an interface is plugged in, however, that interface is defective. 
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o Memory Test (5 seconds) 

This test checks every step of the program 

memory. The correct displays are. (----------------) 
When PASS is displayed, the test is complete. 

This test runs continuously until either @ is 

pressed or the calculator is switched off. To 

run another test, reload the directory (see step 

3 on page 107). 

( 

If FAIL n is displayed, the calculator requires service. 

o Complete Exerciser (1 minute) 

UULL I /I _, _, ) 

This key automatically runs the Display, Printer, ROM and Memory tests, one at a time (see the 

foregoing descriptions). Then the Memory test is automatically repeated until the calculator is 

switched off. 

Cleaning the Calculator 

The calculator can be cleaned with a soft cloth dampened either in clean water or in water 

containing a mild detergent. Do not use an excessively wet cloth or allow water to get inside 

the calculator. Also, do not use any abrasive cleaners, especially on the display windows or 

the tape-drive door! 

The air filter should normally be cleaned about every three months. To clean the filter, first turn 

the calculator off. Then remove the filter and either hold it under running water, or wash it in 

warm, soapy water, followed by a rinse in clean water. Dry the filter throughly before replacing 

it. 

Cleaning the Tape Head 

The tape head in the tape drive should be cleaned after every eight hours of tape operation. A 

procedure is described on page 79. 
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Loading Paper 

The printer uses special heat-sensitive paper. When ordering paper specify HP Part No. 

9270-0479. 

To load a roll of paper: 

1. Lift the calculator top cover and remove the metal spindle. When replacing an old roll, 

discard the old paper core and remove any paper left in the printer. 

2. Install the new roll as shown below. 

3. Insert the free end of the paper as shown and advance it slowly through the printer 

using the thumb wheel. 

If the paper catches and folds up under the printer window, remover the window (see below) 

and straighten the paper into its intended position. Then replace the window. 

Loading Paper 

Removing the Printer Window 
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Peripheral Tests 

The Utility and Test Cartridge has programs for checking operation of each calculator 

peripheral and its interface card. If any procedure cannot be completed successfully after 

repeated tries: 

1. Disconnect the interface(s) from the calculator and verify calculator operation by 

running the ROM and Memory Tests (see page 107). 

2. Connect one peripheral interface at a time and run the associated test. 

3. When you find the test that fails repeatedly, contact the nearest HP sales and service 

office for assistance (see the following pages). 

Here i.s a list of peripheral tests, showing the manual in which user instructions are described. 

Peripheral Test: 

HP 9862A Plotter: 
Accuracy Test 
Performance Test 

HP 9863A Tape Reader 
HP 9864A Digitizer 
HP 9866A Thermal Printer 
HP 9871 A Printer 

HP 9883A Tape Reader 
HP 9884A Tape Punch 

File: 

-12 
-13 
-17 
-18 
-19 
-21 

-23 
-24 

For Instructions See: 

98132A Plotter Interface 
Operating Manual 

Operating Note, PIN 098134-90011 
Operating Note, PIN 098134-90012 
Operating Note, PIN 098134-90013 
98131A Printer Interface Operating 
Manual 
Operating Note, PIN 098134-90014 
Operating Note, PIN 098134-90015 

Example Programs 

Some of the example programs described in this manual, and in the interface operating 
manuals, are recorded for your convenience on the Utility and Test Cartridge. Here is a list of 
the example programs and the page (or other manual) where user instructions are given. 

Program: 

Tape List 
Tape Capacity 
Calendar 
Combinations (N!) 

HP 9862A Plotter: 
Y = X2 Plot 
Lettering Program 
Sin XIX Plot 
Sample Data for Digitizing 
Complete Digitizing 

HP 9864A Digitizer: 
Document Alignment 
Basic Digitizing 
Line Length and Area 

HP 9866A Thermal Printer: 
Math Table 

HP 9871 A Printer: 
Math Table 
Y = X2 Plot 
Sin XIX Plot 

File: 

-40 
-41 
-42 
-43 

-45 
-46 
-47 
-48 
-49 

-50 
-51 
-52 

-55 

-56 
-57 
-58 

For Instructions See: 

page 84 
page 93 
page 49 
page 56 

98132A Plotter Interface 
Operating Manual 

Operating Note, PIN 98134-90012 

Operating Note, PIN 98134-90013 

98131 A Printer Interface 
Operating Manual 



HEWLETT~PACKARD 

SALES & SERVICE OFFICES 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA 9606 Aero Drive ILLINOIS 
8290 Whitesburg Dr., S.E. P.O. Box 23333 5500 Howard Street P.O. BO,4207 Son~092123 Sk_60076 HuntlYllie 35802 Tel: (714 279-3200 

~x!3J~6_m:~~ +::X\~r~~~:~~~ TWX: 91 335-2000 

~1C~:f~~n?an~t. -SI_JOHph Medical Only Tel: (217) 469-2133 228 W. Valley Ave., III" Frenetaco 94108 
Room 302 Tal: (415) 989-6470 INOIANA 

~:"!~01)h:;;'~~~ COLORADO 
7301 North Shadeland Ave. 
Indl.~' 46250 5600 South Ulster Parkway T.I: (31 642-1000 ARIZONA Eng_80110 TWX: 81 260-1796 

~M:x~g:aSt Tel: (303~771-3455 
TWX: 91 935-0705 IOWA Tal: (602) 244-1361 

TWX: 910-951-1331 CONNECTICUT =~~~~40 
2424 East Aragon Rd. 12 Lunar Drive N __ n06525 T,I: (319) 338-9466 
T_85706 

~::X\2~t~~~~~~ 
Night (319) 338-9467 

T~: (602) 889-4661 
"KANSAS 

"ARKANSAS FLORIDA 
f;\716) 267-3655 Medical Service Only P.O. Bo'24210 Llnle R_ 72205 2806 W. Oakland Park Blvd. Tel: (501) 664-8n3 Ft_ Louderdllle 33307 LOUISIANA 

CALIFOfINA +~(3gf~~~~~g~ 
P.O. Bo,640 
3239 WUliams Boulevard 

~t~~~~ °9:~rhOrpe Ave. Kenn ... 70062 
*Jacuonville ~x(~~~~~~m ~P~1~\~~\~ Medical Service only 
T,I: (904) 725-6333 

KENTUCKY 3939 Lankershim Boulevard P.O. Box 13910 Medical/Calculator Only 
NOI1h HoI= 91604 6177 Lake Ellenor Dr. 8003 Troutwood Court Tel: (213~ 8 -1282 Orlllnclo 32809 
TWX: 91 499-2170 

+~\~~g~~~~ 
Loul.vllle 40291 

6305 Arizona Place 
T.I: (502) 426-4341 

L"'A~.90045 21 East WrightSt. MARYLAND 
T,I: (213 649-2511 6707 Whitestone Road Suite 1 hltlmore 21207 TWX: 91 328-6147 __ 01.32501 

;~~'M~7~5OO T~: (904) 434-3061 ~\3~16.r6t~~ 
GEORGIA 

~~:I~h~~oad 3003 scon Boulevard P.O. Bo,28234 
Santi! CI.r. 95050 450 Interstate North 

+~\~l~~~:~g ~l~U~~~g Atlenta 30328 

~\4~~~~~~ 710-828-0487 

;:1:~-6165 P.O. Box 1648 
HAWAII 2 Choke Cherry Road 

2220 Watt Ave. ~~J~iuK~&f:eet RoclMlIe 20850 
Soc:nomento 95825 

~!~1lm:~ ~(9Jf~;g~:~~~~ Tel: (868) 955-4455 

CANADA 
ALBERTA BRITISH COLUMBIA MANITOBA 
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. Howlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. Howlett-Packard (Canada) Lid. 

~=WGAO~5 837 E. Cordova Street 513 Century 51. 
V.ncouver V6A 3R2 S1. James 

~(~t~:~t~~~~ ~x\~~-~~:g~~ r::~&~:~~~ 
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. TWX: 616-671-3531 
915-42 Avenue S.E. Suite 102 

~~m)Tl;7_\~~2 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 
ARGENTINA 
Hewlett-Packard Argentina 
S.A.C.'.I 
Lavalle 1171·3° Piso 
lueno.Alr .. 
Tel: 35-0436, 35-0627, 35-0341 
Telex: 012-1009 
Cabl.: HEWPACK ARG 

BOLIVIA 
Stambuk & Mark (80Iivia) Ltd!. 
Av. Mariscal. Santa Cruz 1342 
LoP .. 
T~: 40626, 53163, 52421 
Tatex: 3560014 
Cable: BUKMAR 

BRAZIL 
Hewlett-Packard Do Brasil 
I.E.C. Ltda. 
Rua Frei Caneca. 1. 152-Bela Vista 
01307·810 PIIulo-5P 
Tel: 268-71-11, 287-81-20, 

287-61-93 
Telex: 3091511213 
Cable: HEWPACK 510 Paulo 

Hewlett-Packard Do Brasil 
I.E.C. Llda. 
Praca Dom Feliciano. 78-8" 

=~~ ~6/8)"RS 
ToI: 25-64-70-~ (05121 
Cable: HEWPACK P6rto A egre 
Hewlett-Packard Do Brasil 
tE.C. Ltd •. 
~~:a~i2:~~:;,!Pos. 53. 4

g 

J.nelro-GB 

fg-~2~~~~U 
PACK 

Rio de Janeiro 

C .. LE 

g::~~r~y 8~,ebc:t~i~!-~a. 
Casilla 2118 

~~:A'l31 
Cable: CALMET 

COLOMaIA 
InSlrumentaciOn 
Henrik A. Langebaek & Kier SA 
Carrera 7 No. 4&.59 
Apartado Aereo 6287 
B_,1D.E. 
T,I: 45-78-06, 45-55-46 

~~=:: ~~gl:~rcg 
COSTA RICA 
Cientifica Costarricense S.A. 
Ap.rtad010159 
SOnJ .... 
T,I: 21-86-13 
Cable: GALGUR San Jost 

GUATEMALA 
IPESA 
Avenida La Reforma 3-48. 
Zona 9 
Go_Ie 
T,I: 63627, 64786 
Tel,,: 4192 mTRO GU 

MASSACHUSETTS 
32 Hartwell Ave. 
L.XI~02173 
Tel: (6 7~861-8960 
TWX: 71 326-6904 

MICHIGAN 
23855 Research Drive 
F.nn1rn:on 48024 
Tel: (31 476-6400 
TWX: 81 242-2900 

MINNESOTA 
2400 N. Prior Ave. 
ROMVI11e55113 

~(6m_~g~~ 
MISSISSIPPI 
*Jacuon 

~:i~1~e~~:9~ 
MISSOURI 
11131 Colorado Ave. 
K.nua C~ 64137 
Tal: (816~ 7 -8000 
TWX: 91 -771-2087 
148 Weldon Parkway l1li= ~. 63043 
T~: 3146567- 455 
TWX: 91 -764-0630 

NEBRASKA 

~~~~I%,I~reet 
Suite 4C 
OtMh.68144 
Tal: (402) 333-6017 

NEW JERSEY 
W. 120 COniury Rd. 
hr ... ua07652 

~(2~1~~~~ 
NEW MEXICO 
P.O. Box 11634 
Station E 
11300 Lomas Blvd .• N.E. 
AlbU~~" 87123 
T,I: ( 562 2-1330 
TWX: 91 -989-1185 

NOYASCOTIA 
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. 
800 Windmill Road 
Dartmouth D3C 1 L1 
To: (902) 469-7820 

MEXICO 
Hewlett-Packard Mexicana. 
S.A. d, C.V. 
Torres Adalid No. 21. l1 e Piso 
Col. del Valle 
Mexico 12, D.F. 
To: (905) 543-42-32 
Telex: 017-74-507 
Hewlett-Packard Mexicana, 
SA d.C.V. 
Ave. ConstituciOn No. 2184 

~::m2~4~-71-84 
NICARAGUA 
Roberto Teran G 
Apartado Postal 689 
Editicio Teran 

~~~3452 
Cable: ROTERAN Managua 

156 Wyatt Drive 
LIII CruCM 88001 

~x\sgr~~~~~~ 
NEW YORK 
6 Automation Lane 
Computer Park 
AIINln1l12205 
T,I: (5 86458-1550 
TWX: 71 -441-8270 
Calculators Only 
1251 Avenue of the Americas 
Floor 32 - Suite 3296 

~2~~:;'"l5ig020 
_YotkCIIy 
Manhattan. Bronx 
Contact Paramus. NJ Office 

~~~o~~~~ ~~~:~ichmond 
Contact Woodbury. NY Office 
Tal: {516) 921-0300 
201 South Avenue 
Pou~h-UI. 12601 
Tel: 14~ 4 -7330 
TWX: 51 248-0012 
39 Saginaw Drive __ .,14623 
Tal: (716) 473-9500 
TWX: 510-253-5981 

~=. ~~~?, Road 

+~\3m_~t~~ 
1 Crossways Park West 
W_U'l:11797 
Tel: (5166 21-0300 
TWX: 51 -221-2168 

NORTH CAROLINA 
P.O. Box 5188 
1923 Nonh Main Street 

~~9~~~W1 
TWX: 510-926-1516 

OHIO 
16500 Sprague Road 
Clevel.nc1 44130 
T.I: (216) 243-7300 
Night: 243-7305 
TWX: 810-423-9431 

ONTARIO 
~::Je~~g~;~ b~nada) Ltd. 
OIteWII K2C OP9 

~\6JtW~t~ 
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. 
6877 Goreway Drive 
MI .. I .... ,; l4V lL9 
T,I: (4166! 8-9430 
TWX: 61 92-4246 

PANAMA 
ElectrOnico Balboa, SA 
P.O. Box 4929 
Calle Samuel Lewis 
Culdlld de P.n.m. 
T,I: 64-2700 
Telex: 3431103 Curunda, 

Canal Zone 
Cable: ELECTRON Panama 

PARAGUAY 
Z.J. Melamed S.R.L. 
Division: Aparatos y Equipos 

Medicos 
DIVision: Aparatos y EquipoS 

Scientificos y de 
Investigacion 
P.O. Box 676 
Chile, 482, Edificio Victoria 
Aaund6n 
T.I: 4-5069, 4-6272 
Cable: RAMEL 

330 Progress Rd. 
0_45449 

~(5m!~t~~~~ 
1041 Kingsmill Parkway 
CoIUmbUI 43229 
T,I: (614) 436-1041 

OKLAHOMA 
P.O. Bo, 32008 
Old.ohome C~132 
T.I: (4056 n1-O 
TWX: 91 -830-6882 

OREGON 
17890 SW 800nes Ferry Road 
TUIII"'n 97062 

~X!5gf~~~~~~~~ 
PENNSYLVANIA 
111 Zeta Drive 
_burgh 15238 
T,I: (412) 782-0400 

~~~.!,8~~~124 
1021 8th Avenue 
King of Prussia Industrial Park 
KI[1 01 Pru .... 19406 
T,I: 215~265-7oo0 
TWX: 51 660-2670 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
6941-0 N. Trenholm Road 
Columbill 29260 
Tel: (863) 782-6493 

TENNESSEE 

=rs~~iceon 
Tel: (901) 274-747~ 
"N_vllle 
Medical Service only 
Tal: (615) 244-5448 

TEXAS 
P.O. Bo, 1270 
201 E. Arapaho Rd. 
Rlchlrd.on 75080 

~!2J~6~~l:~m 

QUEBEC 
Hewlett-Pacl<ard (Canada) Ltd. 
275 Hymus Blvd. 
PoInte Cilire H9R 1 G7 

~x(5J:6_m:;~~~ 
TLl(: 05-821521 HPCL 

PERU 
Compania Electro Mtdica S.A. 
Ave. Enrique Canaval 312 
San Isidro 
Casilla 1030 
lim. 
Tal: 22-3900 
Cable: ELMEO lima 

PUERTO RICO 
San Juan Electronics. Inc. 
P.O. Box 5167 
Ponce de LeOn 154 
Pda. 3-PTA de Tierra 
5IIn JUlIn 
T,I: (809) 
Cable: SAT 
Telex: SAT 

URUGUAY 
Pablo Ferrando SA 
Comercial e Industrial 
Avenida /talia 2877 
Casilla de Correo 370 
Montevideo 
To. 40-3102 
Cable: RADIUM Montevideo 
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P.O. Bo,27409 
6300 Westpark Drive 
Sote 100 
Houaton 77027 

~(7Jt~~g\:~:s 
205 Billy Mitchell Road 
18" Antonio 78226 

~\5m_~~:~m 
UTAH 
2890 South Main Street 
SoH LeU C~ 84115 
Tal: (8616487- 715 
TWX: 91 -925-5881 

VIRGINIA 

~~i:O~~~778 
No. 7 Koger Exec. Center 
Suite 212 
Norfolk 23502 
Td: (804) 497-102617 
P.O. Box 9854 

~~~=13~ingS Road 

~!sn~~~m 
WASHINGTON 
Bellefield Office Pk. 
1203-1141t1 SE 
... 1 ..... 98004 

~\~6-m:~m 
"WEST VIRGINIA 
Medical/Analytical Only 
ChairlMton 
T,I: (304) 345-1640 

WISCONSIN 
9431 W. Beloit Road 
Suite 117 
Mllw.ukH 53227 
T~: (414) 541-0550 

FOR U_S_ AREAS NOT LISTED: 
Contact the regional office 
nearest you: Atlanta, Georgia ... 
North Hollywood. California ... 
Rockville, (4 Choke Cherry Rd.) 
Maryland ... Skokie. Illinois. 
Their complete addresses 
are listed above. 

"_Only 

Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. 
2376 Galvani Street 

~n)~~-~~10 

FOR CANADIAN AREAS NOT LISTED: 
Contact Hewlett·Packard (Canada) 
ltd. in Mississauga. 

VENEZUELA 
Hewlett-Packard de Venezuela 
C.A. 
Apartado50933 
Edificio Sagre 
Tercera Transversal 
Los Ruices Norte 
Cer.c.,07 
Tal: 35-00-11 
Telex: 21146 HEWPACK 
Cable: HEWPACK Caracas 

FOR AREAS NOT LISTED, CONTACT. 
Hewlett-Packard 
Inter-Americas 
3200 Hillview Ave 
P.lo Alto, California 94304 

+~\4m_m:\~~ 
Cable' HEWPACK Palo Alto 
Telex: 034-8300, 034-8493 
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EUROPE 

AUSTRIA Hewlett-Packard France Hewlett·Packard GmbH IRELAND NETHERLANDS ~~~~.:~~~a!Jd ~scanOla S.A Hewlett·Packard Ltd. 
Hewlett-Packard Ges.m.b.H. Agence Regionale Technisches Suefo Hannover Hewlett-Packard lid. Hewlett-Packard Benelux N.V. Clo Makro 
Handelska 5213 Centre d'aviation g6nerale MeilendorferStrasse 3 King Slree1lane Weerdestein117 E-811b1io South Service Wholesale Centre 
P.O. Box 7 F-13721 .......... do 0·3000 H.nnOYef'-K...r.td ~J~:::':j~~~a,m SAR 

P.O. Box 7825 T.: 2383061238206 Amber Way 
A·1205 VienRi ~ .. ne TO: (0511)55 80 46 Nl-Am.terdam, 1011 Calculators Only Halesowen Industnal Estate 

~~I!~~l~~lK6~:':: 09 
Tel: (91 891236 Telex: 092 3259 l=~~~i9¥P~~~~~74 Tel: (020) 5411522 Hewlett-Packard Espanola S.A G8-H"'IO_n, Wores 
TWX: 4 770 F Hewlett-Packard GmbH Cable: PALDBEN Amsterdam Alvaro Bazen, 12 Tel: Birmingham 7860 

Telex: 75923 hewpak a Hewlett-Packard France Technisches Buero Nuremberg Hewlett-Packard ltd. Telex: 13216 hepa nl ~EdifiCiO Luz) Hewlett-Packard Ltd. 
BELGtuM ~~~c:e~~:~~~hester Hersbruckerstrasse 42 "The Graftons" f(ORWAY - YaJencl. - 10 4th Floor 
Hewlett-Packard Benelux v~~~~~rrm~ Stamford New Road Hewlett-Packard NorgeAlS Tel: 60 42 00 Wedge House 
S.A.lN.V F-35000 RenM8 GB-Altrtnchllm. Cheshire Nesveien 13 SWEDEN 

799. London Road 
Avenue de Col-Vert. 1. Tel: 74912 F Telex: 623 860 Tel: (061) 928-9021 Box 149 Hewlett-Packard Sverige AB 

GS-Thornton HHlh CR4 6XL, 

LGroenkraaglaan) Telex: 74 912 F Hewlett-Packard GmbH Telex: 668068 N-I344 ..... um ~~~~hetsvlgen 1-3 ~~rrm,) 684 0105 -1170 Bru ..... Hewlett-Packard France Technisches Buero MOchen ITALY TO: (02) 53 83 60 
To: (02) 672 22 40 ~i~A~e:~~i~~%~bertsau Unterhachinger Strasse 28 Hewlett·Packard ltaliana S.p.A. Telex· 16621 hpnas n S-161 20 Bromm. 20 Telex: 9461325 
Cable: PALOBEN Brussels ISAR Center 

~~o~~.r~:.~espucCi 2 
TO: (08) 730 05 50 Hewlett·Packard Ltd 

Telex: 23 494 paloben bru ~;y7r:) ~~~~'jI 0-8012 OttObrunn POLAND Cable· MEASUREMENTS c/o Makro 

DENMARK 
To: (089) 801 30 6117 Tel: (2) 6251 (10 lines) ~=~~:a=:gal Only Stockholm South Service Wholesale Centre 

Telex: 89141 Telex· 52 49 85 Gable: HEWPACKIT Milan Telex: 10721 Wear Industrial Estate 
Hewlett-Packard AlS Cab~: HEWPACK STR8G Cable: HEWPACKSA Munchen Warsaw Technical Office Washmglon 

g~~;:U~lrkertNI 
Telex: 32046 Szpitalna 1 Hewlett-Packard Sverige AB GB·New Town, County Durham MedicaVCalcuialor Only (WHt Berlin' Hewlett·Packard Italiana S.p.A. 00-120 W ..... w Hagakersgatan 9C Tel: WaShington 464001 ext. 57/58 

~:~I!~UE~P~~OAS 
Hewlett-Packard France Hewlett-Packard GmbH Via Pietro Maroncelli 40 Tel": 268031 S-43141 MOindill 
Agence Rl!gionale Technisches Buero Benin 

1~;H10~ap=) Telex: 812453 TO: (031) 27 68 00101 Hewlett·Packard Ltd.·s registered 

Telex: 16640 hp as Centre Vauban Keith Strasse 2-4 Telex: Via Bromma address for V.A T purposes 

Hewlett·Packard AJS 
201. rue Colbert 0-1000 Berlin 30 Tel: 66 40 62166 31 88 PORTUGAL on~ 
Entr6eAz. T,,: (030) 24 90 86 Telectra-EmpresaTl!cnica de SWITZERLAND [~:.u~C~:1~~ent Naverv . 1 f-59000 LIII. Telex: 183405 hpbln d Telex: 32046 via Milan 

Equipamentos EI6ctricos S.a.r.l. HUett-Packard (Schweiz) AG 0 Tel: (20) 51 44 14 ~::l~L~:Jbrd ltaliana S.p.A. ~~8.RBO::i~~~a Fonseca 103 ZOrcherstl1lsse 20 Registered No. 690597 
T GREECE 

GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBUC ~g~~~m~~ar.=s r!~6~38a8:~d'Oro, 2 P·U8bon 1 Zurieh USSR 
Hewlett-Packard GmbH ~~~I~~ ~E~fcSPRr2 Lisbon 

Hewlett·Packard USSR 

FINLANO Vertriebszentrale Frankfurt GR·Atnen, 126 TO: (OSO) 2 32 04 c/o Commercial Office 

Hewlett-Packard Oy Bernerstrasse 117 Tel: 3230-303 SaleslSVC Telex: 32046 via Milan Telex: 12598 American Embassy (Box M) 
Posttach S60 140 3230-305 Adm. Order Proc. Hewlett-Packard S.p.A. A-l091 VlenNl, Austria 

Nahkahousuntie 5 Cable: RAKAR Athens Mundinter Tel: 221-79-71 
P.O. Box 6 0-6000 Fr.nkfurt 56 

Telex: 21 5962 rkar gr 
Via G. ArmBllini 10 Intercambio Mundial de Com6rcio Telex. 7825 hawpak SU 

SF·00211 ..... Inld 21 Tel: (0611) SO 04-1 1-00143 Rome-Eur Sari Avenida AntoniO Augusto 
T,,: 6923031 Cable: HEWPACKSA Frankfurt Hewlett-Packard S.A. T,,: (6) 591254415 de Aguiar 138 YUGOSLAVI .. 
Cable: HEWPACKOV Helsinki Telex: 41 3249 fra Mediterranean & Middle East Telex: 61514 P.O. Box 2761 Packard 
Telex: 12-15363 Hewlett-Packard GmbH gr~~~~;troni Street 

Cable: HEWPACKIT Rome p. Llebon 
Techmsches Buero BOblingen Hewlett-Packard ltaliana S.p.A. ~~~~~~1~R~~~WO lisbon FRANCE Herrenber~trasse110 Platia Kefallariou Via San Quintino, 46 TURKEY 

Hewlett-Packard France Gr-Kifissia·AtMnI 1-10121 Turin Telekom Engillflflring Bureau 
Quartier de Courtaboeuf ~;r?o~:al Je~n87wornemberg Tel: 8080337. 8080359. Tel: 53 82 64/54 84 68 SPAIN Saglik Sok No. 15/1 
Boite Postale No.6 Cable: HEP1K BOblingen 8080429. 8018693 Telex: 32046 via Milan Hewlett·Packard Espanola. S.A ;~~~p:~·:;ra~OgIU F-91401 Ora8y Telex: 72 65 739 bbn Telex: 21 6588 

Medical/Calculators Only 
Jerez No.3 

T.,: (1)907 78 25 Cable: HEWPACKSA Athens E-MMIrtd 16 TR-I8t8nbul 
Cable: HEWPACK Orsay Hewlett-Packard GmbH Hewlett-Packard Italiana S.p.A. T,,: (1)458 26 00 (10 lines) Tel: 494040 
Telex: 60048 Technisches BUBIo Dusseldorf ~r:n~··OG~ypapathanassiou & Co. 

Via PrinCipe NiCOla 43 G/C Telex. 23515 hpe Cable: TELEMATION Istanbul 
Hewlett·PaCkard France ~~~~~=!~ 1-95126 C ....... 

Hewlett-Packard Espai'iola, S.A. Marni 17 T,,: (095) 370506 UNITED KINGDOM 
~enceRl!gional 

t:~J~~!]d66L'r h~~3 d 
GR • Athen, 103 Milanesado 21-23 Hewlett·Packard ltd. 

Chemin des MouDles Tel: 521915 LUXEMBURG E-hrcelon. 17 King Street Lane 
Boite Postale No. 12 

Hewlett-Packard GmbH Cable: INTEKNIKA Hewlett-Packard Benelux Tel: (3) 203 6200 (5 lines) 
~J~~::'::::i~~~alm SAR F-69130 Eculty TechnisChes Buero Hamburg Telex: 21 5329 INTI GR S.A./N.V. Telex: 52603 hpbe e 

Tel: (78) 33 8125. Avenue de Col-Vert. 1. Hewlett·Packard Espanola. SA l=~x~:tY;:~~~~74 SOCIAUST COUNTRIES 
Cab~: HEWPACK E""~ Wendenstrasse 23 Medical Only LGroenkraaglaan) Av Ramon y Caja!. 1 PLEASE CONTACT: 
Telex: 31 617 ~;~~r·27m' Technomed Hellas Ltd. -1170 Bru ..... Hewlett-PaCkard S.A. 52, Skoufa Street Edificio Sevilla I. planta go Hewlett-Packard ltd. 
Hnlen-Packard France Cable: H~PACKSA Hamburg GR • AthenI 135 

To: (02) 672 22 40 E-$8v111e "The Graftons·· 7. rue du Bois-du-lan 
Agence R6gionale Telex: 21 63032 hphh d Tel: 626 972 

Cable: PALOBEN Brussels Tel: 64 44 54/58 Stamford New Road P.O. Box 349 
Zone A6ronautique Cable: ETALAK Athens 

Telex: 23 494 GB-Allrlnchllm. Cheshire CH-1217 Meyrin 1 GeMYII 
Avenue CI6ment Ader Telex: 21-4693 ETAL GR TO: (061) 928-9021 Switzerland 
F-31770 CoIom1er8 Telex: 668068 ~~bl~~~2J~~A5C\g~ Geneva TO: (61) 78 11 55 
Telex: 51957 Telex: 2 24 86 

AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA 
ANGOLA HONG KONG Blue Star lid. Yokogawa-Hewlett-PaCkard Ltd. NEW ZEALAND SlNG .. PORE UGANDA 
Telectra Schmidt & CO. (Hong Kong) Ltd. 1-1-117/1 ~~~~~~Wts~r~~~i_~~o Hewlett-Packard (N Z ) lid Mechanical & Combustion Uganda Tele-Electric Co .• Ltd 

Emt;~paa~~~~: de 
P.O. Box 297 Sarojini Devi Road 94-96 Dixon Street ~rtneering Company Pie., P.O. Box 4449 
Connalight Centre s.cunder8blld 500 003 Kanagawa-ku P.O. Box 9443 f::m~ 

El6ctricos, S.A.R.L 391t1 Floor Tel: 7 63 91, 7 73 93 Yokoh.ma. 221 courten~Place. 10112. JaIW1 Khng 

~ai:r~~I~~~~~~u.~!ODT. 0 

Connaught Road, Central Cable: BLUEFROST Tel: 045-312-1252 Weilin on Red Hill Industrial Estate Cable: COMCO Kampala 

~er?4~~232735 
Telex: 459 Telex: 382-3204 YHP YOK Tel: 59- 59 ~~'~lineS) VIETNAM 

Tel: 3551516 Blue Star Ltd. ~~~~::~~:~~~~:aCkard lid 
Telex: 3898 Peninsular Trading Inc. 

Cable: TELECTRA luanda Telex: HX4766 23/24 Second line Beach Cable: HEWPACK Wellington Cable. MECO B Singapore P.O. Box H-3 
AUSTRALIA 

Cable: SCHMIDTCO Hong Kong MMlr •• 600 001 1-4-73 San-no-maru Hewlett-Packard (N.Z.) Ltd. Hewlen·Packard Singapore 216 Hien·Vuong 
Hewtett·Packard Australia INOlA TO: 23954 MIIo,310 Pakuranga Professional Centre (Pt'.) lid. ~~c:'805. 93398 Ply. lid. Blue Star lid. Telex: 379 Tel. 0292-25-7470 2f!7 Pakuranga Highway Blk. 2, 6th FLOOR. Jalan 

Cable: BLUESTAR YOkogawa-Hewlett-PaCkard Ltd. BOK 51092 BukitMerah Cable: PENTRA. SAIGON 242 31-41 Joseph Street Kasturi Buildings 
f:~~6;~ RedhiUlndustrial Estate BlIckbum, Victoria 3130 Jamshedji Tata Rd. Blue Star lid. Inoue BuildinQ 

Alexandra P.O. Box 87, ZAMBIA 
Tel: 89-6351, 89-6306 ~rlo~~020 Nathraj Mansions 1348-3. Asahl-chO. 1-chome 

Cable: HEWPACK. Auckland 3 R.J. Tilbury (Zambia) lid 
Telex: 31-024 2nd Floor Bistupu( ~:1~~!~'2~::.0452 Analytical/Medical Only P.O. Box 2792 
cable: HEWPARD Melbourne Telex: 3751 J.m.hedpur 831 001 486 LuHk. 
Hewlett·Packard Australia Cable: BlUEFROST Tel: 38 04 KENYA 

Dental & Medical Supply Co. ltd. 
Cable: Singapore Zambia. Central Africa Cable: BLUESTAR Scientific Division 

Ply. lid. Blue Star lid Telex: 240 ~~8~nJC: ~~~~~eering ServICes 79 Carlton Gore Road Tel: 73793 
31 Bridge Street SOUTH .. FRIC .. Cable: ARJAYTEE. Lusaka Sahas Newmarltet Hewlett-Packard South Africa Pymble. 414/2 VirSavarl<ar Marg INDONESIA Nllrobl. Kenya P.O. Box 1234 
New South Wales, 2073 Prabhadevi BERCA Indonesia P.T. Tel". 57726 Auck"nd 

(Ply). lid. 
Tel: 449-6566 

~er.rls ~~O 025 
P.O. Box 496 Cable· PROTON Tel: 75-289 Hewlett-Packard House 

Telex: 21561 1st Floor Jl. Cikini Raya 61 Cable: DENTAL Auckland Daphne Street. Wendywoocl 
Cable: HEWPARD Sydney KOREA S8ndton, Transvaal 2001 

Telex: 4093 JIIk ..... American Trading Company Tel: 802-1040 Hewlett-Packard Australia Cable: FROSTBLUE Tel: 56038. 40369. 49886 NIGERIA 
Ply. lid. Telex· 2895 Jakarta Korea The ElectroniCS Telex: SA43-4782JH 

Blue Star Ltd I. P.O. Box 1103 Instrumentatiofns Ltd. Cable: HEWPACK 97 Churchill Road Band Box House IRAN Dae Kyung Bldg .• 8th Floor N6BI770 Oyo Road Hewlen-Packard South Africa Proo_S082 Prabhadevi Multi Corp International Ltd 107 Sejong-Ro, Oluseun House (Ply.). lid South Australia 
Tel:-448151 ~~~hb~0025 Avenue Soraya 130 Chongro·Ku, Seoul p.M.B 5402 Breecastle House 
Cable: HEWPARD Adelaide P.O. Box 1212 ~:~I~~ :~Bf~lgo8~~~i Ibtldiln Bree Street Telex: 3751 IR·T.her.n Tel: 22325 Cope Town Hewlett·Packard Australia Cable: BLU;STAR Tel: 83 10 35-39 KUWAIT Cable· THETEIL lbadan Tel: 2-69411213 
Ply. lid Blue Star lid. Cable: MULTICORP Tehran 

AI-Khaldiya Trading & The Electronics Instrumenta- Cable: HEWPACK Cape Town 

b~=t~~~Aa~10 14/40 Civil lines Telex: 2893 mci In Contracting Co tions ltd. (TElL) Telex: 0006 CT 

Tel: 86-5455 
K8mpur 208 001 ISRAEL AI Soor Street 16th Floor Cocoa House Hewlett-Packard South Africa 

Telex: 93859 Tel: 68882 Electronics & Engineering Michaan Bldg. No.4 P.M.8.5402 64~~JgeL~%ad. Duroan Cable: HEWPARD 
Cable: BLUESTAR Div of Motorola Israel lid Kuw.H IbIid.n 

Hewlett-Packard Australia 
Blue Star ltd. 17 Amlnadav Street Tel: 42 9910 Tel: 22325 P.O. Box 37099 
7 "Hare Street Tel·Avtv Cable: VISCOUNT Cable: THETIIL Ibadan ~. Durban, 4067 \1l: lid. P.O. Box 506 Tel: 36941 (3Imes) Tel: -6102 

1 '·woIiOngO~Street C8ICU1h1 700 001 Gable: BASTEL Tel-Aviv LEBANON PAKISTAN Telex: 6-7954 MEDITERRANEAN AND Fyehwlck. A. . T., 2609 Tel: 23-0131 Telex: 33569 Constantin E. Macridis Mushko & Company, Ltd. 
MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES Tel: 953733 Telex: 655 Clemenceau Street 34 Oosman Chambers TAIWAN 
NOT SHOWN PLEASE CONTACT: 

Hewlett-Packard Australia cable: BlUESTAR P.O. Box 7213 Abdullah Haroon Road Hewlett·Packard Taiwan 

~·F~:r 
JAPAN RL-Belrut K8r8Ch13 39 Chung Shiao West Road Hewlen·Packard S A 

Blue Star Ltd Vokogawa-Hewlett-Packard ltd. T.: 220846 Tel: 511027, 512927 Sec. 1 OVerseas Insurance Mediterranean and Middle 

Teachers Union Building 
Blue Star House. Ohashi Building Telex. 21114 Leb Cable: COOPERATOR Karachi Corp Bldg 7th Floor East Operations 

t!i~r~:g~d ~~~~~~~~Ok Cable· ELECTRONUCLEAR Beirut T.I"" 35. Kolokotroni Street 
495-499 Bound~ Street Mushko & Company. Ltd. Platia Kefallariou 
Sprl~ Hili. 4 Queensland Tel: 03-370.2281~ 38B. Satellite Town Tel: 389160.1.2, 

New DeIhl 110024 Telex: TPS24 HEWPACK GR-Kifissia·Alhen. Tel: 2 -1544 Tel: 62 32 76 Telex: 232-2024YHP ~e~:~~I~~1 Telex: 21·6588 Telex: AA-42133 Telex: 2463 Cable: YHPMARKET TOK 23-724 Cable. HEWPACK Taipei 
Cable: HEWPACKSA Athens 

CEYLON Cable: BLUESTAR Yokogawa·Hewlen-Packard Ltd 
cable FEMUS Rawalpindi Hewlett·packard Taiwan 

.ngor 38. Po-AI lane. San Min Chu. OTHER AREAS NOT USTED, CONT"CT, 
United Electricals Ltd. Blue Star Ltd Nisei Ibaragi Bldg PHtUPPINES 

~ef:;I~'"1 Hewlett-Packard 
P.O. Box 681 Blue Star House 2-2-8 Kasuga Cable· Kuala lumpur Electromex.lnc EKport Trade Company 
60. Park SI. l1111A Maoarath Road lbaragi-Shi MOZAMBIQUE 6th Floor. Amalgamated 3200 Hillview Ave 
Colombo 2 ~e~:"r'se:- 560 025 0 .... A.N. Goncalves, lIa Development Corp Bldg THAILAND Palo AIIO, California 94304 
Tel: 26696 Tel: (0726) 23-1641 162,10 Apt. 14 Av. D. Luis Ayala Avenue. Makati. Rizal UNIMESA Co . Ltd 

i~{4J~U~tlm Cable: HOTPOINT Colombo T~ ... 430 Telex: 5332-385 YHP OSAKA Caixa Postal 107 C.O.O. 80x 1028 Eisom Research Building 

CYPRUS 
Cabl.: 8lUESTAR YOkogawa·Hewletl-Pacl<ard Ltd Lourenco 118rque. MIIlml. Rilal Banglak Sukumvit Ave. Cable: HEWPACK Palo Alto 

~~PG~~~riOS & Xenopoulos Rd 
Blue Slar Ltd Nakamo Building Tel: 27091. 27114 Tel: 86-18·87, 87-76-77. ~erl3~~7. 930338 

Telex: 034-8300. 034-8493 
MeeakshlMandiran No. 24 Kamisasazima-cho Telex 6-203 Nagon Mo Cable: ELEMEX Manila 

PO. Box 1152 xxx/1678 Mahatma Gandhi Rd ~:I~(~52r~71-~~'oya City 
Cable· NEGON Cable· UNIMESA BangkOk 

CY·HieGeI. Cochln 682 016 Kerala 
Tel: 45628/29 
cable KYPRONICS PANDEHIS E03175 
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Appendix 3 

Operating Limits 

Calculating Range 

The dynamic range is from -9.999999999 x 1099 through 9.999999999 x 1099 . Whenever a 

result exceeds that range the error message "OVERFLOW" is printed. (Calculations which 

normally result in zero, such as subtracting a number from a number equal to itself, do not 

exceed the range of the calculator.) 

Error Messages 

Improper key or program sequences and incorrect calculations are indicated by printed error 

messages. A complete list of error messages is on the inside-back cover. 

An error message causes the program to halt, unless it is indicated as a "suppressable" error 

and program flag 6 is set. For more information see "Flags" in Section 3. 

Accu racy Li mits 

All calculations are computed to 12 siginificant digits, however, the accuracy depends upon 

the actual operation. Arithmetic operations (+, -, x and +) are accurate to within one count in 

the 12th (least significant) digit. 

Guard Di9its 

All calculations use 12 significant digits and a two-digit exponent. Up to the 10 most­

significant digits can be displayed and printed. The two least-significant digits are called 

"guard digits". 
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The purpose of the guard digits (which should not be confused with the exponent) is to 

maintain maximum accuracy during calculations and also to automatically round the tenth 

digit for displayed and printed numbers. The next example shows how to view the guard 

digits. 

When _ 0 is pressed, the value for pi is entered with 12 digits, although only the first ten 

" 
are displayed. The last displayed digit is rounded up, from 3 to 4, because the guard digits 

contain 60: 

SCI 

Press -0-80 
" 

By subtracting 3.1 from pi, the guard digits can 

be seen: 

digit rounded 

U 'CCt::,cc~c" ,. '_'_'L U_'_'UU 

former guard digits 

Environmental Limits 

Temperature range: 50 C (41 0 F) to 400 C (1290) ambient. 

Humidity: 80%, relative. 

Tape Specifications 

Tape Cartridge 

Usuable tape length: 43m (140 feet) 1 

Tape capacity: 96,000 bytes (program steps) or 12,000 data registers. 1 

exponent 

", -uC 

Dimensions: 63.5mm x 82.5mm x 12.7mm (2.5 inches x 3.25 inches x 0.5 inches). 

Tape Drive 

Search speed: 1 ,524mm/sec (60 inches/sec), bidirectional. 

Read/Write speed: 254mm/sec (10 inches/sec). 

'Typical values are given. 



Instruction 

Clear Stack 

Clear X 

Clear Registers A through J 

Assign Numeric Registers 

Enter 

Arithmetic 

Exchange X & y 

Roll Stack Up 

Roll Stack Down 

Print X 

Print Stack 

Print Alpha 

Peripheral calls 

Recall Last X 

Set FIX Format 

Set SC I Format 

Set SCI 3 Format 

Set Degrees 

Set Radians 

Set Grads 

SIN X 

ARC SIN X 

COSX 

Instruction-Key Index 

Keys 

8 
8 

88 

8088 

@ 

8 
8 
8 

STACK 

-8 
(CiU:) (CiU:) C al ph a ) (CiU:) 
~~ keys ~ 

-~ LAST X 

FIX 

_@(n) 
SCI _8en) 

SCI 3 -8en
) 

-CD 
-0 
-0 
~ 

08 

CLRi1"t.,! 

+ 

..:.. 

ROLLl 

ROLL·~· 

F",e:, T k'''­
I'·. ~ Ii! 

PF.:TSn:: 

Listing 

£1(1[10 PF.:HTQ: 
17:1 3 ;::~ ~j E t'i II .:.: 

CAL L c~ri 

LST::< 

SCI 

SCI3 ~3 

DEGS 

F.:!i II :::;; 

GRRD:;:; 

:3IH 

AS Hi 

COS 
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See Page 

3 

3 

12 

12,16 

6 

4 

3 

6 

28, 67, 71 

73 

6 

10 

1 
18 

1 
19 
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Instruction Keys Listing See Page 

ARC COS X 08 ACOS 

} 19 TAN X 8 TAH 

ARC TAN X 08 ATAt~ 

Enter pi -0 'If 21 
rr 

Log e 0 LN 
eX 00 et~·:: 

20 
Log1o 8 LOG 

10 x 08 10'01, 

Summation + 0 !:Wt1+ 

} 25 Summation - 00 SUl'j·-
l.' 

Basic Stat _0 t1rl~:SD 

Accumulate + 8 ACC+ 

} 24 Accumulate - 08 ACC-

Recall Total 88 ~~ ACC+ 

Polar- Rectangular 8 p -~'R 

Rectangular - Polar 08 R""P 
+D.MS 22 

Decimal Degrees - D.MS _8 '*11,,['18 
D.MS. 

D.MS - Decimal Degrees _8 D. rlS..;;· 
y' 

y x -0 'l} t ~.!: 

;f 

1 Ix _8 1 .' ',.' 
", ,'\ 

IN, 
Integer X _8 HH 21 

RN. 

Round X _0 ROUND 
lY 

v'X _8 !:H:-!RT 

Store in register n B(n) STO A 

} 12 Recall from register n 8(n) F.:CL POe'3 

Indirect Store B8(n) STO T f<:~je(i ~ 
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Instruction Keys Listing See Page 

Indirect Recall 88(n) f<:CL I j''', 
p 

Register Arithmetic aH}Col :3rO+ Ii 12 

Indirect Register a{D8Col STO"~ I E 
Arithmetic 

Program Instructions 

Stop Program @ ITOP (H) (1(1 STOP 

End Program 8 tHHH Et-HI 

Pause for Va sec. 0 
PAUSE 

00[1~~ PAUSE 35 

Advance Paper 0 0.3~3:3 SPACE 
SPACE 

NO OPeration 0 (Hh34 NOP 
MOP 

Absolute Branches 8(n) 000::i GOTO 0125 

88(n) 101007 GOTl) L01 

ti00'~ C;;OTO A 47,69, 

Computed Branches 80 0026 GOlO ::.:: 
70 

880 [H315 GOTO j ;/ 
["""'1 

Label 8(n) (HH6 LSi". 45,47,53,97 
E: 

IFX is + 08 01314 iF ·t 
" 

IF X is- 0[) 0~315 IF "-
" 

IF X is 0 0( 0 ) ~3~116 IF 0 
" 

IFX < Y 0 0017' IF ~ ••• I ,',' "~.l 
~. '\ "~ t 

X<Y 50 
IFX = Y 0 0~318 IF ::{=\' 

x=y 

IFX ~ Y 0 (i.ell ':;t 
';' j .... 

~~: 2; \.t .t 1-
uy 

IF Flag n is set 0cmJ(n) 0{120 IF SFG 1 
" 

IF Flag n is clear 0cmJcmJ(n) 13·)'::1 IF CFG ~: F CFG.. CFG .• 

" 
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Instruction 

Subroutine Branches 

Subroutine Return 

Set Flag n 

Clear Flag n 

FOR-NEXT Loops 

Tape Cartridge 

Rewind Tape 

Mark Tape 

Record Program 

Record Data 

Load Program or Data 

Load & Run Program 

Verify File 

Identify File 

Record Secured Program 

Keys 

o (n) 
GO sua 

0~(n) 
GO SUB 

08 
GO SUI 

0~8 
GO SUB 

RETURN 

(iFQ.J ( ) ~ n 

(iFQ.J (iFQ.J ( ) l£!!!.:) ~ n 

o [A,B,orC] 
FOR 

o [A,B,orC] 
NEXT 

lD&GO 

VERIFY 

.8 

(CiIT":)~ 
~~ 

Editing Keys (not programmable) 

List Program 8 
Increment Program Counter 8 
Decrement Program Counter RESET 

KSTEP 

I nsert Steps o (~:~)0 
INSERT IJISERT 

Delete Steps 0 
DELETE 

Erase Program Memory 00 
MEMORY DELETE 
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GOSUB 

GO::;UB 
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Subject Index 

a 
Absolute branching 000000000000000000 47 
Accessories list 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 03 
Accumulate + (ACC+) function 000000 24 
Accuracy (significant digits) 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 117 
Alpha: 

additional characters 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 71 
editing 00000000000000000000000000 67 
mode 000000000000000000000000000 28 
printing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 

Assigning data registers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 
Arccosine; Arcsine; Arctangent 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Arithmetic: 

and the stack 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
chain 000000000000000000000000000 8 
register 0000000000000000000000000 14 

AUTOSTART mode 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 92 

b 
BACKSPACE/RESET key 0 0 0 0 0 0 000000 4,63 
BCD Interface (HP 98133A) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 v 
Branching: 

absolute 000000000000000000000000 47 
computed 00000000000000000000000 47 
errors 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0000000 

speed 00000000000000000000000000 

subroutine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

symbolic (labels) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

"Busy" display 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

c 

70 
69 
53 
45 

2 

Calculating range 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 117 
Calculator: 

cleaning 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 112 
fuses 000000000000000000000000000 105 
grounding 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105 
initial turn-on 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 106 
inspection 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 103 
installation 0000000000000000000000 103 
keyboard 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 i (foldout) 
power requirements 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105 
test programs 0000000000000000000 107 

C~ll se(\uences (peripherals) ....... 72 
Cartridge, data. 0 ••• 0 0 • 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 77 
Change sign key .................... 3 
Cnan<d\n<d pro~tam \ns\tUc\\ons ...... , 64 

Clearing: 
key sequences 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
program memory 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 67 
stack 000000000000000000000000000 4 
storage registers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 13, 18 
X-register 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Common log (log10) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 
Complex arithmetic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Computed branching 000000000000 47 

Conversions: 
DoMS/decimal degrees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 
rectangular/polar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 

Correcting (editing) programs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 63 

d 
Data storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Data (tape) Cartridge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 77 
Decimal degrees/DoMS conversion 000 23 
Degrees (DEGS) units 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 
Definable (special) functions 0 00 0 0 0 00 0 97 
Deleting: 

program steps 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 65 
summation data 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 

Digitizer (HP 9864A) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 iv 
Display: 

"busy" display 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
FIX format 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
initial (turn-on) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 106 
program entry 000000 0000000000000 37 
overflow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 117 
rounding of 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
scientific notation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

e 
Editing: 

alpha 000000000000000000000000000 67 
programs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 63 

END instruction 000000000000000000000 35 
ENTER instruction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Equipment list 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 103 
Enter exponent (E EX) key 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Error messages 0 0 0 0 0 0 (inside-back cover) 
Error detection (tape) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 79 
Example programs on tape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 114 
Exchange X and Y key 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Expanded memory (option 001) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ii 
E.xponentia\ tunct\on 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 
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f 
Factorial, program for calculating. . . .. 52 
File structure of tape. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 80 
Fixed point display .................. 10 
FLAG instructions ................... 61 
Flowcharting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 40 
Formats (numbers) .................. 10 
FOR-NEXT instructions .............. 57 
Functions: 

arithmetic .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
editing.......................... 63 
program control ................. 35 
scientific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 18 
special (definable) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 97 
trigonometric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 

Fuse, calculator ..................... 105 

g 
General 1/0 Interface (HP 98134A) . . . . v 
GOSUB (and RETURN) instructions. .. 53 
GOTO instructions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 47 
Grads units ......................... 19 
Grounding requirements (calculator) .. 105 
Guard digits ........................ 117 

h 
HP-IB Interface (HP 98135A) .......... vi 

• 
I 

IDENTIFY instruction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 82 
I F instructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 50 
I mproper operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Increasing calculator memory ......... ii 
Index, key .......................... 119 
Indirect storage & recall ............. 15 
Initial display. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
I NSERT key . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63 
Inspection, calculator ................ 103 
I nstaliation, calculator ............... 103 
Instructions, program: 

changing ....................... 64 
entering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 36 
recording ....................... 83 
securing ........................ 91 

Integer (INT) function. . .. . . . . . . . . . ... 21 
Interfaces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v 
I/O channels (option 002). . . . . . . . . . . . .. ii 

k 
Keyboard drawing ............. i (foldout) 
Keyboard magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. vi 
Key index ........................... 119 
Keying in exponents of ten ........... 3 
Keying in numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 

1 
LABEL instructions: 

with GOTO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 47 
with GOSUB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 53 
with special functions ........... . 

LAST X function .................... . 
Listing programs ................... . 
LOAD instructions: 

97 
6 

63 

data.. .. .......... ........ .. .... 90 
programs ...................... . 

Logarithmic functions ............... . 
Looping (in a program) ............. . 

84 
20 
57 

Manipulating stack contents. . . . . . . . . . 6 
Manual summary ........ (front of manual) 
MARK (tape) instruction. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 80 
Mean............................... 25 
Memory: 

data........... ................. 16 
operational stack ................ 6 
program........................ 34 

n 
Natural logarithms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 
Negative numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
NEXT (and FOR) instructions ......... 57 
No operation (NOP) instruction ....... 35 
Normal (NORM) mode ............... 27 
Number formats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10 

o 
Overflow...... .. .. ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. i 
Overlays, key ....................... 99 



p 
Paper (printer): 

loading ......................... 113 
ordering ........................ 113 

PAUSE instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35 
Peripheral control .................. ii, 72 
Peripheral tests ..................... 114 
Pi (1T) ............................... 21 
Plotter (HP 9862A) ..................... iii 
Polar/rectangular conversion . . . . . . . .. 23 
Positioning numbers in the stack. . . . . . 6 
Power requirements, calculator ....... 105 
Powers, raising numbers to .......... 20 
Print-all (ALL) mode ................. 27 
PRINT ALPHA (PRNT ex ) instruction. .. 28 
Printers (HP 9866A and 9871A) ......... iii 
PRINT instruction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 27 
Program: 

correcting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 64 
counter (PC) .................... 35 
directory ........................ 100 
erasing......................... 34 
recording ....................... 83 
running. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 37 
writing.... ........ .............. 39 

Protected tape cartridges . . . . . . . . . . .. 77 

r 
Radians (RADS) units. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 
Raising numbers to powers .......... 20 
Range, calculating .................. 117 
Recalling data ...................... 13 
Reciprocal (1 Ix) function. . . . . . . . . . . .. 21 
RECORD instructions: 

data..... .. .... ................. 88 
program.................... .. .. 83 
secure program ................. 91 

Rectangular/polar conversion ........ 23 
Register(s): 

arithmetic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 14 
LAST X ......................... 6 
storage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 

RETURN instructions: 
with GOSUB..................... 53 
with special functions ............ 97 

Reverse Polish Notation (RPN) ........ i 
REWIND instruction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 78 
ROLL DOWN & ROLL UP keys. . . . . . . . 6 
Root (SORT) function ................ 21 
ROUND function .................... 21 
Rounding of display ................. 10 
RUN mode.......................... 2 
Running a program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 37 
RUN/STOP key. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35 

s 
Scientific functions ................. . 
Scientific notation .................. . 
Service, calculator ................. . 
Sine (SIN) function ................. . 
Single-stepping a program .......... . 
SPACE instruction .................. . 
Square root (SORT) function ......... . 
Special (defined) functions .......... . 
Special HP programs ............... . 
Stack: 

arithmetic ...................... . 

18 
11 
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107 
19 
64 
35 
21 
97 
82 

6 
clearing........ ..... ............ 4 
manipulating contents. . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
position of numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
printing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Standard deviation .................. 25 
Statistical functions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 
STEP key........................... 63 
STOP instruction .................... 35 
Storage registers: 

arithmetic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 14 
clearing ...................... 13, .18 
indirect operations. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15 
numeric-named. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 
and stat .................... ". . . .. 25 
and summation (I +, I -) . . . . . . . .. 24 

Symbolic branching (labels) . . . . . . . . .. 45 

t 
Tangent (TAN) function...... ........ 19 
Tape cartridge ...................... 77 
Tape-drive operations ............... 76 
Tape Punch (HP 9884A) .............. iv 
Tape Readers (HP 9863A and 9883A). iv 
Temperature range, calculator ....... 118 
Thermal Printer (HP 9866A) ............ iii 
Trigonometric functions. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 
Turn-on procedure, calculator ........ 106 

u 
Utility & Test Cartridge .......... 107,114 

v 
Vector (ACC+, ACC-) functions 24 
VERIFY (tape) instructions ........... 90 



ERROR MESSAGES 

* C',lERFLOl,J Number or result exceeds calculating range. 

* ~=;OPT OF t·iEG *I: 

* D I \/ I !:; I Ot·~ B'y' ZE~~O 

* L.OG OF # <=[1 

* t·~O 1 ..... 0 DEI",I ICE Peripheral device or interface not connected. 

I LL.EGHL ADD~~E::;S Improper step address or storage register specified. 

I LL.EGAL APGUt·lEt·n Improper value for operation (e.g., ASIN, ACOS of no. >1 or 
<1; over 7 digits converted to D.MS format). 

H EI"i 0 F.:'l 0 V E~: F UHJ Program instruction, storage register assignment, or program 
loaded from tape exceeds available memory. 

c. 0:::; U B 0 1
",1 E R F L CH,J More than seven subroutines (including special functions) 

nested at a time. 

i< E '/ HOT DE F I t·i E D Special function just called is not defined. 

, I r1p~:OPE~: ::;'It'~TA~'~ 

* CHECt~SUN ER~:OR 

* t,lER I F"f' FA I LED 

l·JF.:OHG FILE T'lPE 

[!'HI OF TAPE 

F'~:OTECTED TAPE 

SECURED ~lEr10R'i 

t'l I :::;::; I HG FOR STr'lT 

L.ABEL t·WT FOUt·HI 

FILE t·WT FOUHD 

CARTRIDGE OUT 

t'l I !:;::; I t'~G GO!:;UB 

FIX SCI SCI 3 

Incorrect use of 0 Q Q ~<t'~.:l (~~::·l8 0 or 0 o 0 0 FOR IElT IF 

Program or data loaded into calculator not identical to that in 
file; this usually indicates a dirty tape head or a worn tape. See 
"Cleaning the Tape Head" in Section 4. 

Program or data in file not identical to that in calculator. See 
"Error Detection" in Section 4. 

Attempting to load an empty, extra, or binary file; recording on 
an extra file. 

End of tape reached during MARK operation. Also indicates a 
broken or defective tape; if the tape does not appear to be 
broken, (advance it using the drive wheel), replace the car­
tridge, press (R~l , and continue. 

The cartridge RECORD slide is positioned to prevent MARK 
and RECORD operations. 

Attempting to list, edit, or record a secured program. 

·These messages are suppressable; see "Flags" in Section 3, 
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