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A Pair of Program-Compatible Personal 

Programmable Calculators 
One is a small, portable printing calculator and the other 

is a hand-held version without a printer. Both versions 

feature a "smart" magnetic card reader, and each can 

run the other's programs. 

by Peter D. Dickinson and William E. Egbert 

T WO POWERFUL NEW fully programmable per­

sonal calculators in the tradition of the HP-65 

(the first fully programmable pocket-sized scientific 

calculator)1 are the pocket-sized HP-67, Fig. 1, and 

the HP-97 , Fig. 2, a briefcase-portable calculator that 

has a built-in thermal printer, a buffered keyboard, 

and a large easy-to-read display. Both new calculators 

can read and record programs on magnetic cards 

using their built-in firmware-controlled magnetic 

card reader/recorders. 
A novel feature of these two new calculators is that 

they have exactly the same programmable instruction 

set. Even the instructions that are used to control the 

thermal printer on the HP-97 can be programmed on 

the HP-67 and are interpreted as meaningful display 

commands when executed by the HP-67. Programs 

stored on magnetic cards are written in a code that can 

be properly interpreted by either an HP-67 or an 

HP-97. Programs written on either machine can be 

run on the other with appropriate key codes dis­

played (see Fig. 3). 

Design Philosophy 

The basic design goal of the HP-67 and HP-97 de­

velopment was to provide moderately priced comput­

ing tools capable of easily solving real-world prob­

lems. To achieve this goal, previous HP calculators 

were analyzed for possible improvement. The suc­

cessful HP-65 contained many innovative features, 

including its magnetic card reader. Other features 

that have been well received by users include fully 

merged key codes, engineering notation, and a pause 

function. A selection of the best features of the HP 

calculator line can be found in the instruction set of 

the HP-67 and HP-97. 
Speed and memory capacity were also considered 

during the design of the HP-67 and HP-97. Portable 

operation was desired, so battery capacity placed a 
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major limitation on speed. After several alternatives 

were considered, the low-cost, moderate-speed micro­

processor used in the HP-91 and the HP-21/2225 

series 2 was chosen; it yields a system speed rough Iv 

equivalent to that of the HP-65. -

After examination of hundreds of HP-65 applicat I'ln 

programs it was decided that data memory should he 

easy to address and efficient to use, since 17.3% of the 

operations in a typical program were found to be data . 

Cover: The HP-97 and the 

HP-67 are fully programmable 

portable calculators that can 

run each other's programs 

The HP-97 has a bUilt-In 

thermal printer. The HP-67 

and HP-97 are described In 

the article on page 2. The 
- printer and the HP-91 Calcula­

tor that was the first to use it are descnbed in the 

article on page 9. 
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Fig. 1. HP-67 IS the fully programmable successor to the 
HP-65 Besides having more computing power than ItS 
predecessor, It IS program-compatible With the HP-97 shown 
In Fig 2. 

store and recall operations, It was also felt that a 
balance should be provided between program mem­
ory and data memory. The HP-67 and HP-97 have a 
program memory consisting of 224 fully merged 
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program steps and a data memory consisting of 26 
data storage registers. Fig. 4 shows the register struc­
ture of the HP-67 and HP-97, 

A final design goal was to provide useful new fea­
tures within the framework of an RPN (reverse Polish 
notation) logic system. Some of these features include 
a "smart" card reader, data read and write capability. 
program merging, a round function. an improved 
pause, and several types of indirect addressing. 

All HP-67 and HP-97 programmable features are 
implemented as microprogrammed firmware for the 
built-in microprocessor. Since these microprograms 
form the basic structure of the calculators. a great deal 
of effort went into producing efficient debugged 
code. To aid in program development, a cross assem­
bler and a sophisticated simulator/debug system were 
developed for use on an HP 2100 minicomputer. 

Final firmware was implemented in mask­
programmable read-only memories, It was quickly 
recognized that a significant cost reduction for the 
HP-67 compared to the HP-65 would require im­
proved packaging of the logic circuits. The multichip 
hybrid and multilayer printed circuit board that made 
the HP-65 possible was an expensive solution. so a 
new chip was developed that combined 1024 lO-bit 
words of ROM with 16 56-bit registers on a single 
chip. This chip was designed to be packaged in an­
B-pin plastic package, allowing all the HP-67 logic to 
be assembled in discrete packages on a conventional 
two-sided printed circuit board. Fig. 5 shows a com­
parison of the HP-65 and HP-67 logic boards, 

Fig. 2. HP-97 IS a fully-oro­
grammable pnntlng calculator 
that fits In a standard attache 
case. It weighs only 1 13 Kg In­
cluding battery pack. 



HP-67 Program Memory 

Step Instruction Keycode 

001 DILBL:D 31 25 11 
. ---

002 m[ZJ 32 54 
.. -

003 mD 35 73 

004 a 71 

005 mlRTNI 35 22 

HP-97 Program Memory 

Step Instruction Keycode 

001 ImD 21 11 

002 m 53 

003 DC] 16-24 

004 a -35 

005 lim! 24 

Fig.3. HP-67 and HP-97 programs are exactly the same, but 
some operations are prefixed In the HP-67 and not in the 
HP-97. Programs recorded on magnetic cards are automati­
cally loaded correctly for the calculator being used. 

Improved production techniques were also studied 
as a means of improving manufacturing efficiency 
and reducing cost. One of the most significant new 
tools developed for the HP-67 and HP-97 is an au­
tomatic on-board Ie tester designed to speed up pro­
duction testing and service. The programming capa­
bility of the HP-67 and HP-97 made it possible to write 
self-testing diagnostic programs to aid in the produc­
tion process. 

New Features 
Program memory in an HP-67 or HP-97 is com­

posed of 224 8-bit steps. Programs are stored in the 32 
56-bit registers contained on two of the new datal 
ROM chips. To increase programming efficiency all 
programmable operations are stored as single 8-bit 
instructions. Since eight bits only allow 256 different 
operations, a new form of display formatting and 
segmented data storage were used to achieve a fully 
merged instruction set. The HP-67 and HP-97 use 250 
of the 256 possible instru·ctions. 

Among the new features of the instruction set is a 
round function. which rounds the internal represen­
tation of a number to correspond with the number 
shown in the display. This allows rounding to a 
specified number of digits after the decimal point, or 
rounding to a number of significant digits, depending 
on the type of display format chosen. The round fea­
ture is particularly useful in financial programs to 
assure that dollars and cents are properly rounded 
during chain calculations. 

An improved pause function allows the keyboard 
to become active during a pause. Data can be entered, 
functions executed and magnetic cards can be read 
during a pause, after which the program will automat­
ically resume execution, 
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Automatic Memory Stack 

T~ Z ' 
Y , 

X .-J 

LAST Xl '-__ -I 

Addressable Storage RegistOlrs 

Primary Registers 

I L./ __ -' 

Re ;::1 ====~ 
RD;::! ====~ 
Rc ;::! ====~ 
Rei 

RAi:====~ 
Protected 

Secondary Registers 

R91:====~ RS91===~ 
Rs ;::1 ====~ Rss ~i ====~ 
R7/:= ====~ RS7 ;::' ====~ 
Rs ;::! ====~ Rss ~! ====~ 
Rs! Rss ;::1 ====~ 
R. ! Rs-I ~ ====~ 
R31 RS3J 
R2 r==----:J RS2 ;::j ====~ 
R,! I Rs,l 

~~ 
Ro I Rso ic--_---' 

Fig.4. The HP-67 and HP-97 have a four-register operational 
stack and a register that retains the last number In the X-regis-_ 
ter, which is the display register. There are 26 addressable 
data storage registers, Including the I-register, that can be 
used for indirect control. Protected secondary registers can­
not be accessed directly With STO and RC~ keys. These regis­
ters are used most often for statistical functions and program­
ming, but they can be accessed from the keyboard uSing the 
p~ key. 

Program merging permits the user to add to or alter 
a program that is already in the calculator. The user 
specifies the last step of the current program to be 
preserved, presses f MERGE (HP-97), and loads a card 
containing the new program. The new program then 
replaces the current program starting with the step 
after the one specified. 

An assortment of indexed and indirectly addressed 
operations provide computing power, interest, and 
challenge for the sophisticated programmer. Besides 
indirect store and recall of data, other indirect fea­
tures include an indirect GO TO instruction, a form of 
indexed relative addressing, and indirect control of 
display formatting. To aid in editing, the HP-67 and 
HP-97 can go to any line number while in either run or 
program mode. 

Other new features include three-level subroutine 
nesting, ten user-definable functions, advanced 
statistical functions, and 14 conditional branching 
instructions. 

The thermal printer of the HP-97 can print pro­
grams, registers, the entire stack, or just the dis­
play register. A program can also be traced using the 
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HP-67 HP-65 

Fig_ 5_ A new combined ROM and data-storage chip makes 
It possible to put all the HP-67 logic In discrete packages on a 
conventIOnal two-sided printed CircUit board. Here the HP-67 
logic board IS compared with the HP-65 logic board. 

printer, with operations and intermediate results 
printed out step by step to simplify program debug­
ging. The printer itself is the same as that in the HP-91 
Calculator (see article, page 9). 

I-Register for Indirect Control 
Indirect operations are implemented using the 

I-register. The number in this register can be altered 
using the operations ,= , and 

on the HP-97, or the equivalent key sequences 
on the HP-67. The last two operations increment or 
decrement the number in the I-register by one and 
skip an instruction if the number left in the I-regis­
ter is zero. 

The value contained in the I-register can also be 
used to control other operations. The ,:, (indirect) 
function combined with certain other functions al­
lows the user to control those functions using the 
current number in the I-register. : uses the number 
stored in the I-register as. an address. 

The indirect HP-97 operations that can be con­
trolled by the I-register are: 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 through 
9, changes display formatting so that the number in 
the display contains the number of decimal places 
specified by the current number in the I-register. 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 through 
25. stores the value that is in the display in the pri­
mary or secondary storage register addressed by the 
current number in the I-register. 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 through 
25, recalls the contents of the primary or secondary 
storage register addressed by the current number in 
the I-register. 

, when the 
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number in the I-register is 0 through 25, performs 
storage register arithmetic upon the contents of the 
primary or secondary storage register addressed by 
the current number in the I-register. 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 
through 25, increments (adds 1 to) the contents of 
the primary or secondary storage register addressed 
by the current number in the I-register. In a running 
program, one step is skipped if the contents of the 
addressed register are then zero. 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 
through 25, decrements (subtracts 1 from) the con­
tents of the primary or secondary storage register 
addressed by the current number in the I-register. 
In a running program, one step is skipped if the con­
tents of the addressed register are then zero. 

, when the number in the I-register is 0 or a 
positive 1 through 19, transfers execution of a 
running program sequentially downward through 
program memory to the next label specified by the 
current number in the I-register. Labels A-E and a-e 
are treated as 10-19 for indirect branching. 

, when the number in the I-register is a nega­
tive number between -1 and -999, transfers execu­
tion of a running program back in program memory 
the number of steps specified by the current nega­
tive number in the I-register. This can be used to 
branch rapidly to any step number of program memory. 

,6 , when the number in the I-register is 0 through 
19, transfers execution of a running program to the 
subroutine specified by the current number in the 
I-register. Like a normal subroutine, when a'· is 
encountered, execution transfers forward and con­
tinues with the step following the Gsa :i instruction. 

,:, ,when the number in the I-register is a nega­
tive number between -1 and -999, transfers execu­
tion of a running program back in program memory 
the number of steps specified by the current negative 
number in the I-register. Operation is then like a nor­
mal subroutine. 

If the number in the I-register is outside the speci­
fied limits when the calculator attempts to execute 
one of these operations, the display will show 
When using the " function, the calculator uses for an 
address only the integer portion of the number cur­
rently stored in the I-register. Thus, 25.99998785 
stored in the I-register retains its full value there, but 
when used as address ", it is read as 25 by the calculator. 

Fig. 6 is an example of a program that uses the in­
direct GO TO and indirect store and recall of data. This 
program, "Follow Me," converts the HP-97 into a 
learn-mode four-function calculator with percent key 
and automatic constant. 

Intelligent Card Reader 
Among the important features of the HP-67 and 
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Fig. 6. A tYPical HP-97 program illustrallng the use of mdirect 
data storage and recall and the Indirect GO TO operation This 
program converts the HP-97 mto a learn-mode four-function 
calculator 

HP-97 is the "smart" firmware-controlled card 
reader. In the HP-65 a program was either recorded on 
or read from a single side of the card. The HP-67 and 
HP-97, however, allow both program and data cards 
to have either one or two sides of meaningful informa­
tion. The smart card reader allows either side of a 
two-sided card to be read first and properly stored. If 
the other side of a card must be read, the display 
shows Crd to prompt the user, Data and programs from 
cards are automatically recognized and stored in their 
proper locations in the calculator. A special merge 
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function allows two programs on separate cards to be 
merged together in program memory to form a single 
unit. Either data or program cards can be placed in the 
reader while a program is running and read automati­
cally under program control. This allows up to 112 
additional program steps or selected data registers to 
be read into the calculator and acted upon without 
user intervention. 

To help reduce programming overhead the status of 
the calculator is normally initialized automatically 
when a program card is read. Display format, 
trigonometric mode, and user flags are set to the state 
they were in when the card was recorded. 

The HP-67 and HP-97 use the card reader de­
veloped for the HP-65. Although one of the more 
interesting challenges was adapting the card reader to 
the new desk-top package, the basic mechanical de­
sign and two-track recording scheme that have previ­
ously been described remained unchanged. 1 .3 In 
the HP-65, however, the control of the card reader was 
accomplished in an entirely different fashion. The 
microprocessor was effectively bypassed during read 
and write operations and programs were transferred 
directly between the card reader and the program 
memory via the interface circuit. The smart card 
reader in the HP-67 and HP-97 is made possible by the 
new way that the card reader interacts with the mi-' 
croprocessor under firmware control. 

Fig, 7 shows the system organization of the Hp·6 7. 
When a card is inserted into the card reader the motor 
switch is activated, setting an input flag on the card 
reader controller (CRC). The microprocessor, when it 
is not otherwise busy, interrogates the CRC via the Is 
line to see if a card is present. The CRC sends a pulse 
back to the arithmetic, control, and timing circuit 
(ACT) on the FLG line, indicating the presence of the 
card. If the PRGMiRUN swich is in the RUN position and 
the write data function has not been called for, the 
firmware sends an instruction to the CRC indicating 
that a read operation is about to take place and then 
instructs the CRC to set an output flag that turns on 
the motor by enabling the motor drive circuit on the 
read/write chip. As the motor drives the card over the 
head, flux reversals in the magnetic medium are 
sensed by the head, amplified and converted to logic 
levels by the read/write chip, and passed on to 
the CRe. 

The CRC loads the bits into a pair of 28·bit buffers. 
When one buffer is filled the CRC switches over to the 
other buffer and signals the ACT that data is ready to 
be transferred to it via the DATA line. There are 952 
bits on each side of the card, and the card cannot stop 
and wait for the microprocessor to be ready. There­
fore, once the bits start coming in, the ACT must 
receive, process, and store the contents of one 28·bit 
buffer in not more than the time it takes to load the 

j 
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Fig. 7. System organizatIOn of the HP-67, The card reader 
IS controlled by the microprocessor so ItS operatIOn IS natural 
and foolproof. 

other 28-bit buffer. so that no bits are lost. 
The card passes through the card reader at a nomi­

nal 6 centimeters per second. Since the recorded 
density is slightly greater than 160 bits per cm. the 
bits must be accepted at approximately a l-kHz rate. 
But the microprocessor is capable of executing only 
approximately three microinstructions in the one 
millisecond between bits. With the CRC buffering the 
incoming bit stream. however. the microprocessor 
need only concern itself with the card reader every 28 
milliseconds. on the average. It therefore has approx­
imately 3 x 28 = 84 instruction times to process each 
28-bit record. 

The requirement that cards recorded on any HP-67 
or HP-97 be readable on any other HP-67 or HP-97 
made for additional considerations. First. the card 
reader speed can vary ±5% of nominal from one cal­
culator to another. Second. the clock rate controlling 
the microinstruction execution rate can vary ± 5% of 
nominal from one calculator to another. The firmware 
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had to be designed taking worst-case values into ac­
count. so a card recorded on a calculator with a slow 
card reader and a fast clock can be read on a calculator 
with a fast card reader and a slow clock without any 
bits being lost. This meant that the microprogrammer 
had to assure that each record could be processed in 
something less than 84 instruction times. 

Card Format 
Fig. 8 is a photograph of a magnetic program card 

with the recorded information made visible. The first 
28-bit record on the card is the header. which carries 
machine status information if the card is a program 
card. It must be decoded for one of six card types: 
• One-sided program 
• First side of two-sided program 
• Second side of two-sided program 
• One-sided data file 
• First side of two-sided data file 
• Second side of two-sided data file. 
The decoding of the header determines where the 
remainder of the information on the card should be 
stored and whether or not the user should be prompt­
ed to turn the card around and read it again by dis­
playing the message Crd 

The next thirty-two 28-bit records are either 112 
program steps (3% program steps per record) or 16 
data registers (% data register per record). Since the 
program and data storage memories are actually iden­
tical groups of 56-bit shift registers. records must be 
packed. two per register. prior to storing. The pro­
cess of storing each record also includes adding it to a 
running sum of all the previously read records to form 
a checksum. This computed checksum is compared to 
the recorded checksum. which is the last record on 
the card. to see whether any errors occurred in the 
reading process. If an error did occur the firmware 
clears memory and notifies the user by displaying 
Error. 

Side 1 

Side 2 

Fig. S. A typical two-sided program card With the magnetic 
mformatlOn made VISible, The header tells the firmware 
what kmd of card It IS and cames machme status InformatIOn 
Followmg the header are either 112 program steps or 16 data 
registers The last record on the card is a cheCksum 



Writing a card is fundamentally the same process in 
reverse. Writing is attempted if a card is inserted into 
the card reader with the PRGM RUN switch in the PRGM 

position or if a write data command has been issued 
either from the keyboard or by the program in the RUN 

mode. When the card reaches the head, the head 
switch is activated. If the corner of the card has not 
been clipped to protect the card, the write protect 
switch will also be activitated and writing will com­
mence. The firmware generates and transfers to the 
CRC the 28-bit header record for clocking out onto the 
card via the read/write chip. Then the appropriate 
program or data registers are retrieved, unpacked, 
and transmitted to the CRC. Each record, as it is pro­
cessed, is added to the checksum, which is then re­
corded as the last record. If an attempt is made to write 
on a file-protected card, an error flag is sent from the 
CRC to the ACT, the firmware generates an Error dis­
play, and the card is passed without modification. 
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dore for his comprehensive product management; 
Hugh Field and his applications engineers for their 
contributions to the product definitions and applica-
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Peter D. Dickinson 
Now section manager at HP's 
Data Terminals Division. Peter 
Dickinson was project manager 
for the HP-67 and HP-97 Cal­
culators. Peter received his 
bachelor's and master's degrees 
in electrical engineering from 
Cornell University in 1969 and 
1970. He started working for HP 
on a part-time basis in 1967 and 
joined full-time in 1970. His re­
search and development activities 
have touched on power supplies. 
CRT terminals, integrated cir­
CUits, and calculators: he holds 

one patent and has several pending on various aspects of 
calculators and CRT terminals. A native of the state of New 
Jersey, Peter now lives In Monte Sereno, California. He and his 
wife, who also works for HP, are expecting their first child soon. 
He's a licensed private pilot, plays gUitar, makes stained-glass 
lamps and windows, dabbles in real estate, and likes to go 
backpacking. 
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tions pacs; Dennis York for the HP-67/97 Standard 
Pac; Don Mackenroth for both excellent owner's 
handbooks; Walt Henderson and Roger Evans for 
their cooperative approach to production engineer­
ing of the HP-67 and HP-97 respectively; Rich 
Wheeler for his objectivity and cooperation in the 
joint development of the card reader controller; She­
Chung Sun for the design of the HP-67 cathode driver 
chip; Dennis Harms for the high-accuracy algorithms 
used in both products; Jim Speaker and Bob Youden 
for their understanding but thorough Q.A. of both 
products; and Ed Heinsen, section manager for both 
products, who managed by objectives and who also 
provided technical assistance on the software 
simulator. S 
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Portable Scientific Calculator Has 
Built-In Printer 
It's the first of a new generation of small, portable, printing 
calculators that operate on rechargeable batteries or 
line current. 

by Bernard E. Musch and Robert B. Taggart 

N THE FOUR YEARS SINCE the introduction of 
personal portable computing to the engineering 

and scientific community, calculator users have 
become increasingly more demanding in the capabil­
ities and features they require. This has led to a 
succession of progressively more powerful and less 
expensive calculators with improved performance 
in both functions (firmware) and hardware. The 
HP-91 (Fig. 1) is the first of a new series of HP pro­
ducts that follow this general trend. Two others are 
described in the article beginning on page 2. 

Not only will the HP-91 solve the user's engineering 
and scientific problems, but it will solve them more 
accurately than many earlier calculators, and it will, 
if the user wishes, write problems and answers down 
for lim. There is nothing conceptually novel about a 
printing calculator. Long before electronic calcula-

tors, mechanical adding machines provided output 
on paper tape. What is new in the HP-91 is the thermal 
printing technology that provides a small quiet 
printer with 5.7-cm-wide tape. the desk-top-sized 
keyboard for ease of touch entry, and a large. easy­
to-read display all in a 23X20x6-cm package that 
fits easily into a standard attache case and weighs 
only 1.13 kg including a self-contained battery pack. 

What It Prints 
One of the most important decisions that had to be 

made in functionally implementing the HP-91 was 
what information to print on the tape and in what for­
mat. Providing meaningful printout on a reverse 
Polish calculator did present some interesting chal­
lenges. Since we could easily get 20 characters on the 
tape, and since the longest possible number is 15 

------.~--~------------------------------------------

Fig. 1. HP-91 SCientific Pnntlng 
Calculator fits In a standard 
attache case and weighs only 
1 13 kg Including battery pack 
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Problem: 
Compute the length (L) of a belt connecting two pulleys of known di­

ameters (d, and d2) and center-to-center separation (c). 

HP-91 Solution: 
Assume d, ; 150 mm 

d2 ; 250 mm 
c ; 650 mm 

Mode Switch: RAO 

Display Mode: FIX 5 

Key Sequence: '50 STO 1 250 STO 2 650 STO 0 RCL 2 RCL 1 - RCL 0 + 2 

+ COSo, STO 3 RCL 2 "x RCL 2 RCL , - RCL 3 TAN RCL 3 

- x + 

Print Switch: NORM 

lLf ... 
j 51.1. 000(1(' S 1 

,,50. OOOOU 6 i-
050. DOOOu ~ 0 

R < 
R 1 

• 2 
• 1 

• 3 1 ... · , 
User presses PRINT X to print 

answer. 

Print Switch: ALL 

~L.£,;j~ 
J';u.OOOCl(. :, J 
.. '5u.O(luut:. S i. 
o~u. OOOIJO ~ (I 

R < 
.:5{;. (JODOO ••• 

R 1 
151.1.00000 ft. 

11.10. !JOLiO" .... 
~ 0 

0.50.00000 , •• 

().1:~85 ... 
i.'. 000(;(1 + 
(J.Oiri9" ... 

lOS" 
J.4:;'3&0 U' 

s 3 
~ Z 

,,';0.00000 ... 
o 

3.)4159 ta. 

(95.:;,.8J6 u. 
k i: 

.:50.00JO(' .... 
R 1 

J 50. 00000 .. , 

lOu.06£:/00 u, 
• 3 

1 ... .9jO:O .. , 
1 •• 

1.:'.,,614& u. 
k 3 

1.4jjSU .... 

J 1. 40i'co ..... 

Fig. 2. Sample problem illustrates HP-91 printout modes. In 
ALL mode. the problem can be recreated Simply by pressing 
every key printed, reading left to right and top to bottom, 
and Ignonng all answers, which are identified by'" 

characters long (ten mantissa digits, two exponent di­
gits, one decimal point, and two signs), there is 
enough extra room on a line for a single space and a 
four-character function mnemonic. The user may 
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command the machine to print an answer by pressing 
the PRINT X key. To distinguish a printed answer the 
mnemonic field is flagged with * * * to catch the eye. In 
addition to PRINT x there are three functions that 
output only and have no effect on the calculator's 
memory or display; they merely list the contents of 
certain registers with appropriate mnemonics. LIST 

STACK lists the operational stack with stack designa­
tors, X,Y,Z, and T. LIST REG lists the contents of the 16 
data storage registers with register-number desig­
nators. LIST ~ lists the contents of the statistics regis­
ters with the designators N, IX, IY, IX2, IY2, IXY, 
since these are the values in these registers if their 
contents have been accumulated by means of the ~­
key. The calculator's response to the PRINT )( or the 
LIST functions is the same in all print modes. In MAN 

(manual) mode the printer is disabled unless one of 
these functions is called for. 

A reverse Polish calculator is ideally suited to pro­
vide a recorded history of a problem. The mode that 
causes the HP-91 to do this is NORM (normal). In 
normal mode every keystroke, whether digit entry or 
function, is faithfully recorded on the tape. The de­
sign objective was to make it possible to recreate a 
problem merely by consulting a tape generated in 
normal mode. An example is shown in Fig. 2. Digits 
are printed as entered, regardless of display format, 
except that trailing zeros are added to fixed-point 
numbers, if possible, to fill out the field and line up 
the decimal points on the tape. Answers printed by 
the PRINT x key or LIST functions are in the user's 
chosen display format. Answers can be printed at 
any time by pressing PRINT x. When recreating the 
problem all the user needs do is press every key (digit 

Printing on the HP·97 

The HP-97 uses the same printer mechanism and electronics 
as the HP-91 The tape format for the two machines IS also very 
similar. All the printing operations of the HP-91 are found on the 
HP-97 as programmable Instructions with the exception of LIST ::. 

which is easily Implemented by writing a small program. 
Differences between the two machines are, for the most part. 

the result of the fact that the HP-97 is programmable while the 
HP-91 is not. For example, the ALL mode of printing on the HP-91 
corresponds to the TRACE mode on the HP-97. When running a 
program, TRACE mode records the step number and mnemonic 
of each instruction as it is executed as well as printing inter­
mediate answers. Such a listing can be used to trace the execu­
tion of a program to isolate errors. The HP-97 can also print 
program listings with optional printing of keycodes. Printing a 
program IS, of course, not programmable. Effective use of the 
HP-97 printer can Simplify the task of writing, debugging and 
documenting a program and make output results permanent for 
later use. 

-William E. Egbert 

., 
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Current 
Source --.--.--.---

~~-~ -~-. 
~ ... 
Segments. 

~ 
~ 

14 
Digits ----- Brk To 

c-._- Rev Motor 
-, --- Fwd Control 

STB 

~~~ ,To Prlnthead 

."if@l,i"H .. 
I 

• Rcd 
Data 

ACT 
Keylines 

+5V ,---~ +6V --------
~ .,. -12V 

Battery = .. . __ ---'I I I i I Paper -.......-...i. 
:- , I , 'Advance c;> ~ - ~ 

l n 'I'" ~' .-----J ! i-I I ' , -
...i..... I : RAD I ~ NORM , 

-= : ___ 6 6 )l i 0 b b 

Fig. 3. HP-91 uses the micro­
processor developed for the 
HP-21 series of pocket calculators .• 
Two new circuits in the HP-91 are 
the 14-digit cathode driver and the 
printer interface control and key­
board buffer (PICK). 

~~ GRD MAN / ALL 

entry or functions) printed in the tape reading left to 
right and top to bottom and ignoring all answers 
(numbers tagged * * *). 

In ALL mode the answer for every function is print­
ed on the next line after the function key is pressed 
and its mnemonic is printed. One way to think of ALL 

mode is that the machine is doing an automatic PRINT x 

after any function that could change the value of the dis­
played X register (other than ENTER t, storage opera­
tions, or clearing operations). In ALL mode, functions 
that provide more than ~ne number in an answer 
(P-+R, R-+P, ~R, X, S, RCL ~+) print both numbers with 
appropriate mnemonics to distinguish them. 

Hardware Organization 
Fig.3 shows the organization of the system hard­

ware. Regular HP Journal readers may recognize this 
system as being very similar to the HP-21/22/25 calcu­
lator series! and in fact this is the case. The main 
system processor (ACT), the ROMs, and the data stor­
age circuit are essentially the same as those used in 
the hand-held calculators. Only two new integrated 
circuits had to be developed for the HP-91, the 14-dig­
it cathode driver and the printer interface control and 
keyboard buffer circuit (PICK). 
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Because the combination of complex scientific 
functions and shuttle-head thermal printing oc­
casionally keeps the system processor busy for ex­
tended periods, it was decided to buffer the keyboard 
so that keystrokes are recognized regardless of the 
state of the system. This is particularly important be­
cause the keyboard mechanism is specially designed 
for this series of calculators; it has a positive but light 
feel that is ideally suited for rapid key entry. 

Since the new PICK circuit was required for printer 
control anyway, we decided to include a seven­
keystroke-deep buffer on this device. Every key­
switch has two contacts, one connected to one of the 
four key lines that input to the PICK, and the other 
connected to one of the 14 digit drive lines from the 
cathode driver. Contact is made when the key is 
down. The reset cathode driver signal (Reo), which 
synchronizes the digit scan to the display informa­
tion in the ACT, is also fed to the PICK, so when one of 
the key lines is pulled down, an appropriate eight­
bit code generated by a counter is loaded into a first­
in-first-out shift register. The contents of the key buf­
fer are shipped out on the DATA line when the pro­
cessor is ready for another key. 

Since the main system key register is not used to in-



Put number to be prinIIId In a working 
register (proper ..... ). 

Yes .. 
...... mnIImOnic 
print Inatruction. 

Shift number to be printed to C-register 
(data line). In .. ,. carriage return at 

eldreme left. 

• ~ 
Yes 

...... number 
print instruction. 

Fig.4. Flow chart for printing a typical line containing a four­
character mnemonic on the right and a 15-character numeral 
field on the left. 

terrogate the keyboard, we connected the ACT key 
lines to the calculator's three-position mode 
switches_ Toggling the software-settable output flag 
on the ACT makes the ACT's key buffer respond to a 
dummy "key down" signal and as a result the con­
tents of the buffer indicate the position of the two 
mode switches at any time. 

The other function of the PICK circuit is to control 
the printer. The printer can print any of 645 x 7-dot­
matrix characters, at least one of which must be a 
special end-of-line or carriage-return character. The 
characters are specified as mask-programmable ROM 
on the integrated circuit so that future machines can 
use other character sets and the characters may be 
shifted about to minimize the printing portion of the 
microprogram. For information exchange with the 
ACT, the PICK circuit resembles a high-order data 
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storage device and the information to be printed is 
transmitted serially along the DATA line. 

Two of the printer-related instructions that actuate 
the PICK are translated as "Is the printhead in the 
home position?" and "Has the carriage-return char­
acter been encountered in this print line?" If either 
answer is true the PICK will pull up one of the ex­
ternal flag lines on the ACT. When it is determined 
that the printhead is in the proper position for print­
ing, one of five possible print instructions, which we 
call PRINT 0, PRINT 1, PRINT 2, PRINT 3, or PRINT 6, is 
issued. A six-bit address is required to select one of 64 
characters, but since the ACT processes data in either 
BCD or hexadecimal four-bit digits, it was thought ad­
vantageous for the printer to respond to four-bit ad­
dress inputs. This is particularly useful when print­
ing only numerals that have been built up into four­
bit digits for display purposes. The PRINT 0 instruc­
tion causes the PICK to add 00 to each four-bit digit 
on the data line to complete the full six-bit address 
and print the appropriate character. PRINT 1 adds 01, 
PRINT 2 adds 10, and PRINT 3 adds 11. The PRINT 6 in­
struction takes the DATA line output and processes it 
six bits at a time to print any of the 64 characters . 

The data word is only 14 digits (56 bits) long, but 
the printer can print up to 20 characters in a line. Ad­
ditional print instructions may be issued after th·e 
head has printed the last character and has encoun­
tered the first carriage return, but before the printer 
control electronics has had time to reverse the lead 
screw driving the head and begin it on its trip home . 
For example, a typical line of print that contains 
both a four-character mnemonic on the right edge 
and a 15-character numeral field on the left can be 
printed using the flow of logic as shown in Fig. 4. 

Thermal Printer 
The HP-91 printer is a moving head, thermal 

printer that prints alphanumeric characters using a 
5 x 7 dot matrix. It prints from right to left (right justi­
fied) and advances paper on the return stroke. Lines 
may contain from 8 to 20 characters; the short line ca­
pability gives more throughput for most applications. 

The HP-91 printer prints 20-character lines at less 
than one line per second and eight-character lines at 
1.5 lines per second. As the printhead moves from 
right to left it prints only the number of characters 
required before returning to the home position. An 
advantage of the relatively slow line speed is a re­
duction in the instantaneous power required; this is 
important in a battery-powered calculator. 

Thermal printing was chosen because the mech­
anism is simpler and lighter than an impact printer. 
In fact, an impact printer capable of printing alpha­
numeric characters, and small enough and light 
enough to fit inside the HP-91, did not exist. Electro-

, 

) 
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static and electrosensitive printing do provide sim­
plicity and light weight, but we felt that thermal 
paper looked better than metallized paper. 

The choice of a moving head instead of a fixed head 
was based on cost. The technologies available within 
HP for making printheads are thick-film and thin­
film. A cost comparison showed that, using either 
technology, the moving head concept would be less 
expensive than the fixed head concept. The addition­
al mechanism to move the head had to be kept simple 
for high reliability and low cost. A simple mechanism 
design combined with extensive use of injection 
molded plastic parts helped meet the cost goal. 

The choice between thick-film and thin-film tech­
nology was based on performance. Above 15 char­
acters per second the thermal mass of the thick-film 
resistor becomes critical, and the thin-film element 
becomes attractive. The HP-91 printer operates at 28 
characters per second, which means that the head re­
sistors must heat up to several hundred degrees centi­
grade and cool down below paper threshold tempera­
ture in less than 5.1 milliseconds. 

Each printed dot is the result of a color reaction in 
the paper, which is coated with two types of pulver­
ized thermoreaction compounds and a binder. When 
heat is applied, a chemical reaction takes place that 
changes the color of the paper at the point of heat. 

Thin-Film Thermal Printhead 
The printhead consists of a column of seven 

10-ohm thin-film resistors on a ceramic base 0.64 cm 
wide by 2.0 cm long. When energized by electrical 
pulses the resistors heat to 350°C. As the head travels 
across the width of the heat-sensitive paper the 
pulsed resistors leave a trail of dots that form the 
seven-dot-high-by-five-dot-wide printed characters. 

The printhead had to be mass-produced at high vol­
ume. This was another reason for choosing thin-film 

Ve=4.
4Vr ' U' 

0-"--< 

iTl--j I 
I-Tp -

T 1 = 85,.5 
Tp = 100,.8 

VRMs=Ve~ 
p 

= (4.4) (.922) 
= 4.05V 

T, = 52,.5 
Tp = 100,.5 

VRMs=5.6~ 
= 4.05V 

Fig. 5. Pont Intensity control compensates for changes In 
battery voltage by varying the duty cycle of a fixed-frequency 
Signal. 
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technology over the thick-film approach. 
The printhead substrate is 99.5% aluminum oxide 

ceramic. There are four layers on the substrate: an 
outer protective "wear-layer" of aluminum oxide, an 
aluminum conducting film for interconnections, a 
tantalum-aluminum resistive film forming the print­
dot, and finally, a glaze that acts as a thermal barrier 
between the resistor and the ceramic body of the 
printhead. The three thin-film layers-the wear-layer, 
the aluminum, and the tantalum-aluminum-are all 
deposited by sputtering. Argon ions formed in a low­
pressure glow-discharge are accelerated toward a 
cathode composed of the material to be deposited, 
e.g. aluminum. This ion-bombardment causes mater­
ial to be ejected or sputtered from the cathode and de­
posited on the substrate. This technique can readily 
be controlled to deposit films with reproducible com­
position, resistivity, and thickness. The resistor and 
conductor films are patterned by photolithographic 
techniques similar to those used to fabricate integrat­
ed circuits. 

The glaze underlying the print-dot must be thick 
enough to permit the resistor to retain heat and 
develop the paper but thin enough to allow rapid 
resistor cool-down to avoid elongation or "smear­
ing" of the printed dot. This thickness proved 1.0 
be about 60 micrometers. Since each of the seven 
print dots undergoes, on the average, two 300°C tem­
perature cycles per character printed, the wear-layer, 
resistor film, and glaze must have compatible ther­
mal-expansion coefficients. In addition, the wear­
layer must be chemical and abrasion resistant to pro­
tect the relatively thin (0.3-micrometer) resistor film. 
The interconnections, one common and one for each 
of the seven resistors, were required to add less than 
0.75 ohm; this dictated a 4-micrometer-thick alumi­
num film. 

The resistive elements are on a mesa about 10 p,m 
high. Tests have shown that this provides better con­
tact with the paper, creating a better dot image at 
lower power and lower head force. 

Printer Drive Circuits 
One of the challenges in developing the HP-91 was 

to find efficient and inexpensive ways to control the 
motor speed and print intensity. A motor speed con­
trol circuit is necessary to keep the length of the print­
ed line constant even though changes occur in 
moving friction and in the motor supply voltage (the 
battery). The speed control technique used is a com­
bination of analog and digital. 

The motor drive circuit is a seven-transistor circuit 
that drives the motor forward, reverses it, or brakes its 
rotation. The brake capability stops the reverse 
motion quickly when the printhead carriage reaches 
home position. This permits narrow margins and 



maximizes the printed line length. 
The motor speed control circuit samples the gener­

ated voltage of the drive motor by turning the drive 
power off briefly and treating the motor as a 
generator. The measured voltage, which is propor­
tional to the speed of the motor, is compared to a con­
stant reference. If the measured voltage is greater than 
the reference voltage, the motor is turning too fast and 
power to the motor is removed until the generated 
voltage falls below the reference voltage. If the mea­
sured voltage is less than the reference voltage, the 
motor is turning too slowly, so power to the motor is 
restored immediately after the sample time. The 
sample rate is fast (several hundred samples per sec­
ond) and the motor mechanical response time is 
much longer than the sample period, so the motor 
smooths out its pulsed input power and turns at a 
steady speed. The speed may be changed by changing 
the value of the reference voltage. 

To maintain a uniform print contrast, the thin-film 
head resistors must develop approximately the same 
temperature each time they are energized. The same 
temperature must be attainable even with changes in 
battery voltage. A constant resistor temperature pro­
file requires an applied voltage with a constant rms 
value. The print intensity control, or power regulator, 
generates the required voltage by varying the duty 
cycle of a fixed frequency signal in a nonlinear 
manner in response to changes in the battery voltage 
(see Fig. 5). 

Generation of the signal is by analog computation. 
The duty cycle for constant rms value V RMS with 
battery voltage VB can be computed as follows. 

or 

2 T 1 2 
V RMS =-VB 

Tp 

So, duty cycle equals 

or since T p is constant, 

K -2 
T 1 = - or T 1 = F (V B ) 

V~ 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
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Va 

... Va VctzLt;-
VRMS = Va~ : To T, :Tp 

p 

= Constant 

T, 

Fig. 6. Simplified diagram of the circuit that monitors the 
battery voltage and vanes the duty cycle of the print Signal to 
stabilize Its energy content. 

This function is generated by a circuit that monitors 
V B and supplies a time T 1 in response to it. A simpli­
fied diagram is shown in Fig. 6. By careful selection 
of To, R, C, and V REF ' the function of Equation 4 is 
evaluated to within one percent. 

The frequency of this variable duty cycle signal is 
about 10 kHz. The signal modulates the applied resis­
tor voltage, as shown in Fig. 7, but because of the 
high rate of modulation, the head resistor temperature 
profile does not follow the instantaneous signal but 
responds to the rms value or heating value of the 
signal. 

Since the power control is basically a pulse modu­
lation scheme, it is very efficient and well suited to 

Resistor On Reaistor Off 

Va-

0_ -----+11 L... It------- One Dot _. ,. Time 

Fig. 7. The variable duty-cycle signal has a frequency of 
about 10 kHz. This signal modulates the voltage applied to 
the resistors on the thermal printhead. The resistor tempera­
ture responds to the rms or heating value of the composite 
Signal 
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battery operation. The actual head drivers are seven 
NPN high-gain transistors. These receive timing and 
modulation information from the PICK (printer inter­
face chi p). Fig. 8 shows a block diagram of the motor 
and head control. The PICK chip supplies the timing 
to control the printer functions. 

Printer Mechanism 
The printer mechanism consists of three major sub­

assemblies: the paper feed assembly, the printhead/ 
platen assembly, and the printhead drive assembly. 

The paper feed assembly uses a cam/clutch arrange­
ment with polyurethane drive rollers for feeding 
paper. The paper is pinched against the drive roller 
by two spring-loaded pinch rollers that require no 
adjustments. 

Printing is done "on the fly." To simplify the me­
chanism, the printhead is always .:1 contact with the 
paper. The printhead is mounted in a carrier that is 
threaded onto a lead screw and guided by two stain­
less steel rods set in a plastic mainframe. The lead 
screw is driven by an ironless d.c. motor through a 
gear reduction. Gears are molded out of polycarbon­
ate, with glass and teflon to hold tolerances to 
AGMA-8 quality and for noise reduction. The iron­
less dc motor is used for its size, high efficiency, and 
low inertia. 

The printhead moves back and forth against a pla­
ten. The platen, mounted in a platen holder assembly, 
is fully floating and is spring loaded against the 
printhead to assure proper contact. 

The extensive use of plastics made this mechanism 
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Fig. 8. Motor and head control CJ(CUlts Timing information 
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Fig. 9, Printer mechanism. 

a real challenge for both the mechanical designers­
and the injection-molding tool designers. To save as­
sembly ~ime, the entire printer frame is molded in one 
piece with some tolerances held to ± 25 ,um. The head 
carrier must withstand high temperature and wear, 
and must be held to tight parallelism tolerances with 
a threaded hole for the drive screw. The rubber drive 
rollers are made with a double-shot process of injec­
tion-molded urethane over an ABS hub. The platen is 
made of an injection-molded, high-temperature, cer­
amic-like plastic called PPS. Much development time 
was spent on the platen to assure high quality. If the 
printer should run out of paper, the printhead will 
print directly on the platen. Since some parts of the 
printhead can reach 350°C and more, this presents a 
severe challenge for plastic. By solving the problem 
with injection-molded plastic, a low-cost but high­
quality platen was achieved. The platen is designed 
to withstand direct continuous printing without 
paper for over 72 hours. 

The printhead resistors are driven with the battery 
voltage of approximately five volts. To reach printing 
temperature in three milliseconds requires about 1.1 
watts, which means that over 500 milliamperes must 
flow into each printing resistor. If four or five dots are 
printed at the same time, the current level can ap­
proach 2.5 amperes in the common lead of the head 
and the flexible cable. This created some difficult 
problems in the circuit design and in finding a flex­
ible cable to pass that much current. The flexible 
cable cunductors must be wide and thick to avoid 



--

high resistive losses, but the thicker the copper, the 
more difficult it is to make it flex for millions of cycles 
without stress fatiguing in the tight bend radius re­
quired by the small package. The cable materials and 
adhesives all affect the fatigue life of the copper. After 
many iterations and extensive testing, a Kapton­
copper-Kapton sandwich laminated with special 
adhesive was selected. 

Because the cable connectors are copper and the 
printhead interconnects are thin-film aluminum, 
conventional solder bonding was not possible. Ultra­
sonic-wire or stitch bonding provided the answer. 
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The New Accuracy: Making 23 
= 8 * 

by Dennis W. Harms 

One of the engineering efforts that made the HP-35 possible 
was the development of the algorithms for the mathematical 
functions. This work was done by David S Cochran.' These 
algorithms have served the HP hand-held calculator family well, 
but have now been replaced by more accurate ones on the 
HP-91 As one of the more obVIOUS examples of the improve­
ment. 23 = 8000000003 on the HP-35 but 23 = 8000000000 on 
the HP-91 Other examples of the improvement are shown in the 
table below 
OPERATiO~ HP-35 HP-91 

1052 9 99999 9964 , '051 1 00000 0000 x 1052 

255 9765625 056 9765625 000 
95 59049 00020 59049 00000 
155 759375 0034 759375 0000 
\ -2)3 error - 8 00000 0000 
'n:1000011 9 999900000 ' 1 C - 6 999995 0000 x 10- 6 

r I 99995) -500012 0000 x 10- 5 -5000125004 x 10- 5 

'ar 89999999' 58363500 16 5729577951 
'ar 90 00000" - 5882352941 -5729577951 
Sir oeo 0000001- ;7xlO- 9 1 745329252x 10- 9 

sn 3599999999' -2 '84413879 -1745329252X10- 9 

'ar 72Cf 400000 0000 x 10- 9 000000 0000 
ian ,720 x 1090)' 2029752090 000000 0000 

The overriding conSideration In the HP-35 was saving ROM 
(read-only memory). Only three ROMs of microcode were used 
to Implement all the functions of the calculator. Better accuracy, 
comparable to that of the HP-91 , would have consumed two addi­
tional ROMs and would have Increased both the size and cost of 
the HP-35. Since the slide rule was the standard of the day, the 
-This diSCUSSion IS essentially the same as a paper presented by the author at Electro 76 
In Boston Massachusetts. USA .. May 11-14.1976. 
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improvement in accuracy bought by these additional ROMs 
did not seem worth the expense. 

Two things have happened to make the additional ROM worth 
the cost. First. ROM has become cheaper and smaller by a 
factor of four Second. calculators are now being applied more 
widely than originally anticipated. and users now have a higher 
level of sophistication and expect the same from their calcu­
lators. Programmable calculators. especially. require greater 
accuracy. The user of a non programmable calculator monitors 
his calculation step by step. so unreasonable intermediate 
results caused by algorithm inadequaCies are recognized when 
they appear. However, when a calculator is programmable, the 
user is often aware of only the input and the final answer. 

Avoidable and Unavoidable Errors 
Displayed errors can be divided into two types, avoidable 

and unavoidable. The first is caused by inadequacies in the 
algorithms. Examples of this type of error are shown In the table 
above and are typified by 23 = 8000000003. This type of error 
has been almost completely eliminated from the HP-91 

The second type of error is the unavoidable error caused by 
using finite computers to approximate nonfinite processes. For 
instance, the decimal representation of 1/7 is the repeating non­
finite decimal: 

1/7 = 0.142857 142857 142857 . 
which cannot be represented exactly with ten figures. The 
closest approximations are: 

o 142857 1429 (closest) and 
o 142857 1428 (next closest) 

1 

I 



When we write 
17 = 0.1428571429 

we are lYing only by a little bit. Unfortunately, 
1/(0.1428571429) = 6.9999999979000000006299 .. 

which rounds to 6.99999 9998 Instead of 7 Therefore, the cal­
culator cannot satisfy the Identity 

1/(17) = 7 
This IS not a mistake. It IS an unavoidable consequence of 
rounding 

There IS no ten-figure approximation to 1/7 whose reCiprocal 
rounds to 7 To see thiS, let us look at the next closest approxI­
mation to 1/7 

1/(01428571428) = 7.00000000280000000112 
which rounds to 7000000003 Instead of 7 ThiS IS farther from 7 
than the reCiprocal of the other approximation to 1/7 

Perhaps the best way to avoid the confusing statement 
"1/(1/7) = 6999999998" 

IS to write 
[1/(1/7)'0110 = 6.999999998 

where the subscript 10 Indicates a rounding to 10 places 

How Improvements Were Achieved 
Accuracy In the HP-91 has been Improved prinCipally by re­

writing the algOrithms' subroutine structure An example of thiS 
IS with the yX routine. All HP calculators calculate yX by the 
formula 

y' = e' In y 

This is evaluated by subroutine calls to In, multiply, and ex­
ponential On the HP-35 these subroutines were Identical to the 
keyboard functions of the same name. The function y' did the 
same thing as the key sequence 

x~y, In, x, e' 
It is not surprising then that 23 = 8.000000003, for this answer 
has been subject to three Intermediate roundlngs. The Improve­
ment was made by rewriting the basic subroutines to allow for 
carrying Intermediate results to extra digits. Enough extra 
digits are carried and carefully looked after to assure the 
deSired accuracy. Special subroutines of this type are also 
used In the trigonometriC functions, in rectangular-to-polar 
converSions, and In pOlar-to-rectangular conversions. 

The second method of Improving accuracy IS to trap critical 
arguments and calculate the functions at these arguments in a 
special way These critical arguments Include numbers near 1 
when calculating In or log, numbers near 0 when calculating 
sin - " cos- " or tan -1, and numbers near zero or mul­
tiples of 7T 12 when calculating sin, cos, or tan. 

Another improvement was made by prescaling the trigono­
metric functions in the users units. The HP-35 converted de­
grees to radians and then subtracted multiples of 27T to convert 
the input argument to the unit circle. ThiS made tan 72(J' = 
4 x 10- 9 On the HP-91, if the calculator IS in degrees or 
grads, multiples of 360 or 400 respectively are subtracted until 
the result is within the unit circle. ThiS makes tan 72(J' = 0 and 
Improves symmetry properties of the trigonometriC functions. 

Possible Improvements 
There IS a pOint where the new algorithms appear at first 

glance to be less accurate If we calculate tan 7T In radians, the 
answer IS 4.10 x 10- 10 on the HP-91 whereas the HP-55 Yields 
o ThiS IS misleading, for 7T on the keyboard should really be 
labeled 7T

'
0' showing that it IS ten digits of 7T Thus 

7T 10 = 3141 59 2654 

To ten digits, tan 7T1O = 4.120676150 x 10- 10 One can see that 
the HP-91 gives the better answer to thiS problem 

The reason that the HP-91 does not give the correct answer 
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is that prescaling is done with a finite-length 7T To give the 
correct answer to thiS problem, a 7T of length 20 would h3ve to be 
used. It can be shown that to produce the correct answer to all 
trigonometric problems in radian measure, it takes a 7T of length 
120 The HP-91 actually uses 13 digits of 7T. 

Another place where the accuracy can be Improved is In the 
statistical functions. If the following data is put Into the HP-55 
using the l+ key, the standard deViation is not calculated 
exactly. 

6666666123 
6666666246 
6666666369 

The standard deviation calculated IS 0000000000 instead of 
the correct value of 123.0000000. ThiS problem could be solved 
by storing different sums in the statistics registers. However, 
the sums that are now stored are useful for vector arithmetic. 

The user can usually avoid thiS problem by leaVing off the 
redundant leading sixes. If the data IS keyed in as follows, the 
correct standard deviation is calculated. 

123 
246 
369 
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FEATURES AND SPECIFICATIONS 
HP·91 Scientific Printing Calculator 

ReL Recalls a number 10 the display from an address· 
ablereg,ster 

DISPL ... Y CONTROL AND CLE"'RING OPTIONS 

PRINTER FEATURES: 
PRINT MODE 

SWITCH 

PAINT x 
L'ST STACK 
us, :::. 

LIST REG 

~Ig'! e~~"es funCtions and results 

P"nl~ 'l'e jlsplayed numbe' 

P',nts ana 'abels'he contents 01 the stack reg,sters 
P',n:s and ,aDels Il'e COn1entS a( 1"8 summat.or. 

P"'lsanCllabelstnecontel"tsoflheadd ressable 

CL, 
CLEAR 

Sets fixed deCimal notahon display 
Sets SCientifiC notation d.splay 

Sets engineering 'lOlatlOn display 

Clears display 

Clears stack addressable reg'sters and Last. 

'eglster 

CL REG Clears addressable registers RO·R9 

CL~ Clears SumMat,on registerS A O·R 5 
PHYSIC ... L SPECIFICATIONS. 

PAPER ADVANCE Advances the paper Al"'e safT1e I-me Clears e"ors 
and na:tsllst operations 

CALCULATOR WIDTH 2266 mm 19 ,nl 

CALCULATOR DEPTH 2032 mm 16 In! 
CALCULATOR HEIGHT 63 5 mm 12 5 I'll 
CALCULATOR WEIGHT I 13 kg 12 5 ,bl 

RECHARGER WEIGHT 268 g ,9 5 OZI 
SHIPPING WEIGHT 3 '6 kg 17 101 

MATHEMATICAL FUNCTIONS: 
ANGULAR MODE 

SWITCH 

Sl~ Cos Tan 
S,,., , Cos' Tan 

Ine' 
09 1 O~ 

" -R -p 

+-! MS~ H MS 

~HMS HMS-

1 x \ -; _ ." 

STATISTICAL FUNCTIONS 

Selects aegrees radIans or grads mooe 

Tngonometr1C lunct<ons 

andThe",nverS8S 

"<atural log and aNIlog 

Common log and an\llog 

Exponentlallunctlon 

Rectangularpdal coordinate corwer$lon 
T,mSlangleladd'[lonandsubtractlon1f''1ours mon· 

utes and seconds and tlours 
Time langlel COn"erSiOn between nours 
and seconds and hours 

Convenient math functions 
ArithmetiC functions 
Percent 
Percentd.tlerence 
Percent 01 total 

Accumulates' Y x, y' xy ., 
Deletes unwanted data 

Mean-twovEinables 
Standard dev,at'on-lwovaflaCles 
L,near regreSSion coetl'Clents 

linear estimate 
Factoroal 

OPERATING TEMPEFIATURE RANGE 0 C to 50 C 132 F 10 '22 F, 

CHARGING TEMPERATURE RANGE 10 C to 40 C 150 F 10 '04 FI 
STORAGE TEMPERATURE RANGE -40 C to 55 C I -40 F!o 131 F' 
PAPER TEMPERATURE RANGE ,operating and SlOragel 10 C to 45 C 

50F'0113F, 
POWER REQUIREMENTS: 

AC I IS or 230'J ~ 10°0 50 to 60 Hz 
BATTERY 50 Vdc niCkel cadmium 'echargeable oanery paCk 

PRICE IN U.S.A .. HP·91 $425 
MANUF ... CTURING DIVISION: CORVALLIS DIVISION 

1000 N E Clfcle Boulevard 
CorvalliS. Oregon 97330 USA 

FEATURES AND SPECIFICATIONS 
HP·67 and HP·97 Calculators 

Keyboard Features Summary 
... NGULAR FUNCTIONS: S,n Cos Tan Sm -1 Cos - t Tan I Hours-Minutes­

SecondS Add,t,on Hours·M,nutes·Seconds Convers,on to DeCimal Hours 

Degree Radian COnversoon Polar RectangUlar Con.erSion Degrees Radians 

Grads Angular MOdes 
LOG"'RITHMIC FUNCTIONS: Log. lQ'C Ln e~ 

D ... T ... M ... NIPUL ... TION. OPERATIONS AND STOR ... GE FUNCTIONS FOR 

ST ... TISTICS: Summations n ~x ~~1 ~y :::Oyl :::;'~y Delet,on at Unwanted Data 

Mean Standard DeViation 
CONVENIENT M ... TH FUNCTIONS: - - l ~2 1 x \ X N' 0" o'oCH ;; 

16 REGISTERS 
ENTER' 
.~y 

R, 

R' 
CHS 
EEx 
LAST x 

• STO 

Separates numerical entfles 
Exchangescontentsol.andystackreg<sters 

NUMBER "'L TER ... TION FUNCTIONS: Integer Truncation Fraction Truncation 
AbSolute Value Rounding 

DISPL ... Y: F,~ed deCimal SClentltlC engineering nOlatlon Displays up 10 10 

sogn</,cant dlgotS plUS Z·d~lt exponent and appropriate Signs 
Rolls down contents 01 staCk registers 
ROilS up contents of staCk reg'sters 
Cnanges the s,gnola numoer 
EnlersexponentfornumbersenteredlnSClentlhc'lotatJon HP·97 Printing Feature. 
Recalls last entry alter an operatoon PRINT MODE SWITCH: Selects pnntong modes You can pront only when you want 

to d~ot entnes and tunctlons aul0matlcally or digit entnes functions 

mediate and final answers automatlca~y 
GOld sh,tt key selects functions printed In gOld on 
~eyboard 

Stores displayed value ,nto addressable reg,ster 
Also used Nlth anttlmetiC funct,ons In storage regIs' 

PAINT X: Pnnts tM displayed numtJ.er 
PAINT ST"'CK: Pnnts and labels the contents 01 the staCk registers 
PRINT REG: Pnnts and labels the contents ot the pnmary data SIorage reg'sters 
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verslty and hiS MSME and PhD 
degrees In 1966 and 1970 from 
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Calculators. He has several 
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the calculator field. Having just 
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July, Bernie hasn't had time to 

, s< b Ii settle down yet, but before the 

PRINT PRGM: Pnnts contenlS 01 program memory 

SPACE. Advances paper one space w'thoul printing 

HP·67 and HP·97 Common Programming Features 
Summary 

C"'P ... CITY: 224 steps of program memory lall lunc1lons are me'ged and occuPy 

only one step 01 program memorYI 26 data reglSlers lour reg,ster automatic. 

memory·stack Last. register 

CARD RE"'DER FEATURES: Record. Load all dala 'eglsters Load selected data 
reg,sters Record Load entlfe program memory Merge program subsect,ons 

Angular mode. flag setTIngs and display stalus are recOr(led W'Ih program 
recordltlg and 'eset w,th prograrnloadlng User ,s prompte(l tor proper operation 
when loading. Car(l 'eader operations can be In,tlated manually or "nder pro­
gram control (e~cept program 'ecor(llflQJ 

ADDRESSING: Labet ad(lresslng Indlfect ad(lreSslng 01 laoels and data storage 
Relative addreSSing to user-(le~nable keys or 20 uSer·delmable labelS Three 
levels 01 subrOL.otones IGS8) 

CONDITION ... LS: x=y x~Y x 'Y x"'-y x"O .=0 X< 0 X ·0 Four flags Incre­
mentdecremem slorage -eg,sters and skip on zero 

EDITING. SIng'e step execution Songlesteo and back step Inspection 01 aprogram 
Insert Delete editing POSition Ihe CalCL.o,ator at aroy step In program memory 
IGTO nnni 

OTHER PROGR ... MMING FE ... TURES: PAUSE to review ,ntermediate results 
key In data or load MagnetiC cards 

HP·97 SPECIFICATIONS: 
WIDTH 2286 mm 19 ,ro) 
DEPTH 2032 mm i8 I'll 
HEIGHT 63 5 mm 12 5,rol 
WEIGHT 113 kg 12 5 Ibl 

RECHARGER WEIGHT 268 9 19 5 ozl 
SHIPPING WEIGHT 3 t6 kg (7 Ib) 

OPERATING TEMPERATURE RANGE 15'C to 40'C 159'F to 104 F) 

CHARGING TEMPERATURE RANGE 100C to 40"C ISO F!o 104 Fl 
STORAGE TEMPERATURE RANGE -40'C 10 55·C 1-40"F to 1 31 F) 
PAPER TEMPERATURE RANGE 10"C to 45'C 150'F to 1 t3'FI 

AC POWER REQUIREMENT 90-1Z7V or 200-254V 50 to 60 Hz 
BATTERY PACK REOUIREMENT 50 Vdc ",ckel cadmium rechargeaOle 

banerypaCk 
HP·67 SPEClFIC ... TIONS: 

LENGTH 1524 mm (6 ,nl 
WIDTH 8t mm (3 2 Inl 

HEIGHT t8 to 34 mm 10 7 to I 4 In) 

WEIGHT 342 gill ozl 

RECHARGER WEIGHT 142 g (5 oZl 
SHIPPING WEIGHT I 4 kg 13 Ib) 

OPERATiNG TEMPERATURE RANGE 10"C 10 40'C ISO F to '04 F) 

CHARGING TEMPERATURE RANGE WC to 40"C (50"F to 104 FJ 
STORAGE TEMPERATURE RANGE -40"C to 55 C I -40'F '0131 FI 
AC POWER REQUIREMENT 86·1 27V or '72·254V 50 to 60 Hz 

BATTERY POWER REQUIREMENT 375 Vdc nickel cadmium recnargeaOle 
ban9f'Ypack 

PRICES IN U.S ..... : HP·67. S450 HP·97 $750 
MANUFACTURING DIViSION: CORVALLIS DIVISION 

1000 N E Circle BOulevard 
Corvallis. Oregon 97330 USA 
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move he served his community by coaching Little League and 
soccer teams and by recording books for the blind Camping, 
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